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PREFACE. 



The public may, naturally enough, wish to 
know the reasons which induced the writer of 
these Reminiscences to offer such a work to their 
notice; and, in particular, why the materials of 
which it is composed were not sent to the editor 
and publishers of Mr. Hall's Works, to be incor- 
porated into the common stock of information. 

In answer to these inquiries, the writer ob- 
serves, that he has been guided by the opinion of 
many highly respectable and judicious friends, 
who considered that a continued narrative, in a 
separate form, would be more valuable than if it 
had been interwoven in a general account; espe- 
cially as Mr. Hall is here represented in his 
private, social, and public life, as a friend, a 
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IV PREFACE. 

companion, and a pastor, by an eye and ear- 
witness, who was honoured with his friendship 
for more than thirty years, and has narrated 
scarcely any thing but what actually came under 
his own observation. The materials which he 
possessed were chiefly in short -hand, collected 
during the period of Mr. Hall's residence in Cam- 
bridge, Leicester, and Bristol, commencing with 
the year 1795; and a selection of them is now 
given from a large mass, after very considerable 
labour and attention. The employment has been 
attended with many painful, as well as pleasing 
recollections, in retracing this long period, and in 
passing " over the mazes we have trod." 

These Reminiscences, therefore, it is hoped, 
will form a useful and instructive Appendix to 
" Mr. Hall's "Works, in six volumes," and serve 
further to gratify the public curiosity respecting 
him. The vrater disclaims all ideas of competi- 
tion, and all intention of interfering with the 
publishers who have purchased the copyright; 
and as he was no party to the transaction, they 
can have no possible claim on him for his mate- 
rials, neither would the family be at all benefited. 
He has, however, requested Messrs. Westley and 
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PREFACE. V 

Davis^ his publishers^ to present the profits of the 
first five hundred copies to Mrs. Hall. 

Since Mr. Hall's death, the following gross mis- 
tatement has appeared in two or three periodical 
and other publications : — " The intervention of 
malady separated him firom a congregation which 
he had multiplied in number, and elevated in 
character,; and when he unexpectedly recovered, 
he found that his ofiice was filled by another." 
The truth is, that a number of respectable settled 
ministers actually volunteered their occasional 
services to supply the pulpit till his recovery, 
which offer was accepted — the late Rev. Andrew 
Fuller, and the Jate Rev. James Hinton, of 
Oxford, the Rev. Mr. Hillyard, of Bedford, and 
many others now living, supplied during the time, 
** His ofiice" was never " filled" until after his 
second recovery ^ and he had sent in his resigna- 
tion; and what is still more, the Rev, Dr. Cox, 
of Hackney, was his immediate successor , and was 
chosen on Mr. Hall's own recommendation; if 
therefore the above editors have any regard to the 
principles of truth and justice, they will imme- 
diately acknowledge that they have been imposed 
upon. 
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VI PREFACE. 

The character drawn of Mr. HaU^ as a preacher, 
by the Rev. Dr. Cox and Mr. Newton Bosworth, 
in two printed Sermons, is both accurate and 
striking. 

JOHN GREENE. 



CAMBRIDGE COTTAGE, 
BRISTOL ROAD, BIRMINGHAM. 

Jan. 19, 1832. 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE REVIEWS. 



Imperial Magazine, 1832. 

** There are few words in the English language which 
could more fully express the character of this book, than that 
which the Author has adopted. It is not a memoir of 
Mr. Hall's life, nor a dissertation on his writings, but the 
recollections of a friend, who, from the year 1795, was 
honoured with his intimate and undisturbed friendship, until 
death terminated his labours, in 1831. During this long 
period, Mr. Greene appears to have been to the Rev. Robert 
Hall, what Boswell was to Dr. Johnson, his companion in 
travel, his ardent admirer both in public and private, and 
occasionally his domestic associate. In each of these depart- 
ments, Mr. Greene was always on the alert — 

' To catch the manners living as they rise ; ' 

and the result of his unremitting observations he has now 
embodied in the very pleasing and interesting volume be- 
fore us. 

" Throughout the whole, these * Reminiscences' are ex- 
ceedingly interesting ; and although this volume has no con- 
nexion with the regular series of Mr. Hall's works, it may be 
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VUl EXTRACTS FROM THE REVIEWS. 

considered as a valuable appendix to an extended memoir of 
his life, which is daily expected to issue from the press. We 
have been much pleased with its perusal, and feel persuaded 
that it cannot fail to gratify every reader into whose hands it 
may fall." 



Tait's Edinburgh Magazine, 1832. 

** This is a specimen of the most pleasing kind of bio- 
graphy — the reminiscences of an attached friend. With the 
genius of Hall every body was -acquainted ; but here we have 
him in his native, simple, homely, hearty character, a fine 
example of the dissenting clergymen of England, a body of 
men who have done more to bring knowledge, temporal and 
eternal, home to the bosoms of the community, and to keep 
alive the flame of civil and religious liberty, than any other in 
the state. 

** We recommend the earnest perusal of the * Memoirs of 
Calamy,' the ' Correspondence of Doddridge/ and these 
< Reminiscences of Robert Hall.' " 



New Monthly Magazine, 1832. 

" In reading these pages, we cannot help exclaiming, Mr. 
Hall must indeed have been a great man! • • • The ser- 
mons are, indeed, perfect of their kind. Did Mr. Greene 
obtain them, by writing them in short-hand from the lips of 
the eloquent preacher ? if so, he is the best stenographist of the 
age. • • •Are they the result of memory? then in this 
faculty Mr. Greene will stand unrivalled and alone. We at« 
delighted to possess these discourses; they are undoubtedly 
genuine, and fine specimens of their Author's wonderful 
talents." 



d by Google 



EXTRACTS FROM THE REVIEWS. IX 

EVANGEUCAL MAGAZINE^ 1832. 

** We thank Mr. Greene for his book ; and we heard a 
gentleman of superior and acknowledged intellect, expressing, 
in almost unqualified terms, the real pleasure he had felt in 
perusing the work. If something more be necessary (which we 
are quite ready to concede) to realize Mr. Hall in the various 
aspects of his extraordinary mind, of this we shall ever retain 
a lively conviction, that Mr. Greene has again and again 
placed us in his company, and made us feel a second time 
what it has been our happiness, more than once, to feel in 
intercourse with the deceased. The large majority of conver- 
sations introduced speak for themselves. They cannot be a 
forgery; and where is the man, then, (we pity him if he has 
an existence,) who would consent, on any ground whatever, 
to lose so many precious memorials of one on whom the 
admiration of Christendom is now so intensely fixed? The 
gentleman to whom we have referred, and who is a very in- 
fluential member of the church of England, said of Mr. 
Greene's book, or rather of Mr. HalKs remarks preserved in it, 
* Sir, it is Dr. Johnson evangelized.* " 



The Spectator, 1832. 
" Mr. Greene's ' Reminiscences' of this admirable man form 
a precious volume. The picture is complete — we want no 
more : we sit opposite to the subject of the portrait ; we grow 
intimate with him ; we smile at his simplicity ; we venerate 
his wisdom ; we sympathize in his afflictions ; we share his 
high hopes, and seem to put in a claim to friendship and 
intimacy. Mr. Greene was the adherent of Robert Hall, in 
the church and in the house, from early youth to advanced 
life; was his friend in sickness and sorrow, rejoiced in the 
exertion of his powers, and did his best to register their effects. 
Without a trace of meanness or servility, it is impossible for 
man to have had a warmer friend, or more assiduous admirer. 
His * Reminiscences ' give us all that long and attached friend- 
ship leaves on the heart and the memory.'' 
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X j;XTRACTS FROM THE REVIEWS; 

After such testimonials as these, it may be con- 
sidered almost unnecessary to notice the vile calum- 
nious attacks, of a personal nature, made upon 
the author of the Reminiscences. The one, by 
the Editor of the New Baptist Miscellany, the 
Rev. Thomas Price, of Devonshire-square; the 
other, by Mr. Josiah Conder, the Editor of the 
Eclectic Review, especially as the former critique 
is said, by a highly respectable Baptist minister, to 
have been written in a malignant spirit, before ever 
the Reminiscences appeared; but such was the 
indignation of the religious public for the calum- 
nious attack, that the work is become defunct and 
gone tojthe "tomb of all the Capulets." And as to 
the Editor of the Eclectic Review, he is going, as 
fast as time and neglect can carry him, to be buried 
in the same tomb, the sale of his work having so 
fallen off (according to his own complaints), that it 
must soon be given up, unless the public (which is 
most unlikely) will encourage his vituperation^ 
One of Mr. Hall's oldest and most valued Mends, 
in a letter to the author of the Reminiscences, 
writes of these two individuals a distich — 

*'Tliey act the hangman while they ape the judge." 

The following letter was sent to Mr. Josiah 
Conder, the Editor of the Eclectic Review, by 
Messrs. Westley and Davis, in refutation of his 
calumnies, in May, 1832, but which he refused 
to insert. 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE REVIEWS. xi 

LETTER. 

** The Reviewer in the Eclectic having asserted — 
^^ The Author of the < Reminiscences/ page 93, says, < i 
remember a county meeting for the dismissal of tlie Pitt 
administration, headed by the late Dule of Bedford and the 
Dissenters. Mr. Hall attended both the meeting and the 
dinner^ and assisted in escorting and defending a small party 
on their return.' 

'< From this brief statement of a fact in Mr. HalPs life and 
times, the < Eclectic* tries (as will be seen) most unjustly to 
defame my character, and prevent the sale of the work. 
The writer, page 407, says, <A Mr. Greene has put forth 
Reminiscences of Mr. Hall, which shows how dangerous an 
historian is a bad memory, and we may add, how unjust a 
biographer is a foolish admirer. Tljis gentleman, in reference 
to a county meeting, which took place in 1797, and which he 
represents as headed by the late Duke of Bedford and the 
Dissenters, affirms that Mr. IJall attended both the meeting 
and the dinner, and assisted in escorting and defending a small 
party on their return, thus exhibiting him in the character of 
a prominent and recognized partisan, almost the last in which 
Mr. Hall would have chosen to appear. Upon the testimony 
of an individual, who was present, we are enabled to give a 
flat contradiction to the greater part of the statement,' &c. 
Again, < After the meeting a paltry mob, of the lowest descrip- 
tion, drew Lord Hardwick and Dr. Mansell to Trinity Col- 
lege, in a higgler's cart, which Mr. Hall witnessed with much 
amusement, and this must be what Mr. Greene calls his 
escorting and defending a party which he was literally laughing 
at. The dinner which followed the meeting Mr. Hall did not 
go near ; he received an invitation, which he declined, upon 
the same principle that imposed silence upon him at the 
meeting,' &c.; ' we have deemed it worth while to enter thus 
into detail in exposing Mr. Greene's inaccuracies, because it 
affords a fair specimen of his treacherous Reminiscences,' &c.'' 
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Mr. Greene's Reply. 

" ' See how a plain tale will put a calumnious Reviewer 
down.* The following gentlemen, as living eye-witnesses, 
have generously allowed me to give their testimony to confirm 
my statement: — Edward Martin, Esq., Godmanchester; 
Ebenezer Foster, Esq., Banker, Cambridge; and Thomas 
Toller Luccock, Esq., Merchant, Leeds. These three gentle- 
men were old intimate friends of Mr. HalKs for thirty-five 
years or more." 



Letter, No. L 

" Dear Sir, — I have just returned from London, where I 
was last week when your letter arrived here, or it would have 
received an earlier attention. 

" I am sorry to say that I have no recollection of Mr. 
Robert HalFs being present at the dinner to which you refer. 
I remember seeing Mr. Musgrave* and others there whose 
names you have mentioned, and also the circumstances of the 
mob taking out the linch-pins, &c., and the Duke of Bedford 
going to Mr. Eb. Hollick*s, &c. I wish it were in my power 
to relieve you of your dilemma with the Eclectic Reviewers. 
I hope Mr. Ebenezer Foster will be able to do it effectually. 
" I remain, dear Sir, 

" Yours truly, 

« Edward Martin.'' 

" Godmanchester, May IWA, 1832." 



Letter, No. IL 

" My dear Greene, — I have just reached Cambridge, 

after a three days* journey, and have seen your letter of th« 

2d instant. I can confirm all you state respecting the riot at 

the meeting the late Francis, Duke of Bedford, attended 

• Father of Professor Musgrave, since dead. 
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(except Mr. Hall accompanying Mr. Flower from the Cardi- 
nal's Cap to his own hoato.) I was with the party who 
escorted Benjamin Flower, which we did almost at the hazard 
of our li^es, but I believe Mr. Hall was not with us exactly at 
that time. When the mob broke in Miss Jennings's shutter. 
Dr. Gregory, with myself, were on the steps. Dr. G. made a 
speech to the mob, and I myself can swear I saw Mr. Hall in 
the shop, with the pestle in his hand, ready, I verily believe, 
to knock any man down that entered the shop with an hostile 
intention. If this corroboration answers your purpose, it is at 
your service. The numerous engagements with my various 
private af^irs, afford me no opportunity of taking up the 
cudgels ; but I really believe I shall be tempted, if the work is 
scandalized in the manner you state. 

** I remain, dear Sir, 

" Yours very truly, 

« £ben. Foster. 
« Cambridge, May^thy 1839, 9 o'clock:' 

[N. B. This Mr. Foster occupied the largest share in Mr. 
Hall's affections of any living friend, and was his most fre- 
quent and LAST correspondent. J. G.] 



Letter, No. III. 
" Mr. John Greene. 

** My dear Sir, — I have been confined to the house, and 
principally to bed, for the last month, and when yours of the 
$d came to hand was so unwell, that it was not thought 
prudent to let me know the contents until yesterday. 

<< I was glad to see advertised your intended publication-^ 
Reminiscences of our late friend, Mr. Robert Hall — because I 
knew the public might depend upon what you put on record 
as correct; at the same time I was well aware the book- 
tellers and other envious persons would do what they could to 
injure its reputation and prevent the sale* I have not seen 
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the work, but I well remember the meeting to which you 
refer in page S3, headed by the late Duke of Bedford, and the 
principal Dissenters in Cambridge and the neighbourhood. 
Mr. Hall was present at the meeting, and I believe at the 
dinner, and assisted in escorting a small party on their return. 
I remember the mob assembling round the CardinaPs Cap, 
and insulting the company. I arrived at the Cardinal's Cap 
just at the time the linch-pins were taken out of Mr. E. Rol- 
lick's carriage, and they were breaking the windows of the 
Duke of Bedford's carriage. They then threatened to duck 
Ben. Flower in Garrett Hostell. I did not join the party in 
tlie room after dinner, though I believe you did. When the 
party broke up and came out, we formed a phalanx to con- 
duct Ben. Flower to Miss Jennings's, and I believe I had hold 
of Mr. P. Musgrave's and Mr. Hall's arms; we got poor 
Flower safe home, and very much alarmed Miss Jennings, the 
mob threatening to pull the house down. I do not recollect 
Mr. Hall taking the pestle, and standing on the steps with it ; 
but I well remember torches being bi-ought from some house 
opposite, and the mob then began to disperse. I know you 
were with me at Miss Jennings's door, and I think Dr. 
Gregory, Turner, and Mr. T. Hovell. I remember identifying 
a man beginning to damage the house ; I forget his name, but 
I think we had him before Alderman Furlow, next moniing, 
who bound him over to keep the peace. I know Mr. Baker, a 
fellow-commoner of Trinity, F. Nash, P. Musgrave, yourself, 
and myself, &c., were present, but I am not certain Mr. £. 
Foster was. Those friends who know you as I did, will feel 
very indignant at the attempt made to injure the sale of your 
work ; and for myself, I sliould be very happy to do any thing 
to promote the circulation, or establish its reputation. 
*< I am, dear Sir, 

" Your old and faithful Friend, 

" Thomas Toller Luccock." 
« Burlei/ Cottage, Leeds, May 10th, 1832." 

" P. S. I have not seen the Review ; but you are quite 
*t liberty to make what use you please of this letter." 
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'' This Eclectic Keviewer*8 ignorance, as well as his calumny, 
my * treacherous memory' could expose, if it were worth while 
to enter further, and show that it is an overmatch for his self- 
sufficiency. 

** He states that Dr. Mansell was rewarded with the 
Bishopric of Bristol for the part he took at this meeting, and 
was drawn in a higgler's cart to Trinity College. The fact is, 
that Dr. Mansell was at that time only public orator; that 
Mr. Pitt rewarded him with the Mastership of Trinity, being 
in the gift of the crown, after this event, as the College books 
will testify; and it became a by-word in Cambridge, that 
the way to the Mastership of Trinity was to ride in a higgler's 
cart. 

<< Dr. Mansell was not made Bishop of Bristol till many 
years afterwards. 

" This Reviewer goes on to vituperate Mr. Hall's friends 
for * pestering him ' to write reviews of their works. He must 
take care how he throws stones; because I happen to know 
that Mr. Hall, to use his own words, was * very much teazed' 
by the THEN Editor of the Eclectic, a Mr. Josiah Conder, to 
write reviews for him. This cannot be denied, for Mr. Hall 
has complained to me, and shewn me this gentleman's com- 
munications.* 

<< As to the mdignant attack in the * New Baptist Miscel- 
lany' for March, edited chiefly by the Rev. Thomas Price, of 
Devonshire-square, the advice of Mr. HalFs best friends is, 
that I ought to consider it too contemptible to notice, as being 
unmanly, ungcntlemanly, and unchristian. 

" John Greenl." 

• " This gentleman will remember being at Cambridge in Sep- 
tember, 1826, and spending an evening or two with Mr. Hall at 
my friend Ebenezer Foster's, Esq. I was present : and in a future 
edition of my * treacherous Reminiscences,' I can favour him 
with the character Mr. Hall drew of him, after he left us ; and 
every one knew Mr. Hall's talent and accuracy in delineating 
character." 
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If either of these persons, Messrs. Price and 
Conder, had manifested any of the feelings and 
conduct of gentlemen or Christians, by making an 
apology for their scandalous libels, they never 
should have been denounced to the public as being 
unworthy of either the above distinctions. 

I spare the Editor of the Eclectic as a fallen foe, 
or could have given the public a correct portrait 
drawn of his character by Mr. Hall, at Cambridge, 
in 1826, as to his loquacity, self-complacency, and 
conceit. 
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PREFACE 



SECOND EDITION. 



The very flattering manner in which the first 
edition has been received^ and the encomiums 
passed by the highly respectable reviews annexed^ 
as well as others, the writers being totally un- 
knovm to the author of these Reminiscences, 
demand his most grateful acknowledgments. 

In addition to these, he has received a number 
of letters, from strangers to him, in different parts 
of the kingdom, in commendation; and what is 
still more dear to him, the approbation of his and 
Mr. Hall's oldest and most valued friends at 
Cambridge, who have pronounced the Reminis- 
cences not only a faithftd record, but as exhibiting 
such a portrait as to have affected them by bringing 
Mr. Hall and olden times immediately before them. 
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In other quarters he has been censured for inter- 
fering, and not leaving the life in the hands of 
those appointed to the task. In answer to this, he 
has to observe, that his was intended as an ap- 
pendix, and that he never approved, in common 
with many of Mr. Hall's best friends, of the first 
selection of a biographer, (now unhappily no 
more); for however competent in point of talent 
and early youthfiil association Sir James Mackintosh 
might have been, it was impossible for him faith- 
fully to delineate his after conduct and deportment, 
as a pastor, a preacher, and a friend; for he scarcely 
ever saw, heard, or wrote to Mr. Hall for the last 
thirty years. It appeared to us to be very much 
in the spirit of the age to prefer great names, as if 
they could add dignity to real greatness ; and Sir 
James, not being a decidedly professed religious 
character, mixing and identified with the religious 
public, it appeared in employing him just as extra- 
ordinary (and he felt the difiiculty) as employing 
Plutarch to write the life of one of the Christian 
fathers, with whom he had never associated* It 
must have been a similar failure to that which one 
of Mr. Hall's friends engaged in (from over per- 
suasion, some years since) when he wrote the life 
of a celebrated literary character, and the edition 
has never been sold. 

Mr. Hall observed to the present writer, as soon 
as that work appeared, " Sir, our friend has quite 
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mistaken biography^ he has given us a criticism 
and history of his writings instead of the Ufe of the 
man." 

This just and admirable criticism made so deep 
an impression upon the mind of the writer that 
he was determined to avoid that error. However 
inferior in point of talent, having no pretensions to 
literary excellence or £ime, yet he was anxious, if 
not ambitious, to place the character of his friend 
and pastor, and the guide of his youth, £edrly before 
the public, in the pulpit, at home and abroad; and 
having seen, known, and heard Mr. Hall more, 
and for a longer space of time, than any person 
now living, his friends urged him to the task of 
looking over the materials preserved, which are 
three times more numerous than have been yet 
given. 

' In conclusion, he is very sorry to differ so 
materially from his friend, the Rev. Mr. John 
Foster, as to pronoimce his criticism (in part) of 
Mr. Hall, in his prayers and as a preacher, erro- / 
neous ; and this opinion is in common with those 
friends who knew him most : the fact is, that 
Mr. Foster seldom heard Mr. Hall of a morning 
all the time he was at Bristol, and never knew 
much of him before, according to his own confes- 
sion. It is well known that Mr. Hall's preaching 
of a morning was more didactic and experimental. 
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and his prayers more spiritual and unctions^ than 
those of an evening; and those persons who did 
not hear him in the morning, and who did not 
attend his administration of the Lord's Supper, are 
not competent to form a correct opinion of his 
general ministry. He would, particularly in the 
latter seasons, pour out his whole soul and the 
souls of the individual communicants, in prayer 
with strong cries and tears, as an oblation to the 
Deity for the unspeakable gift of a Saviour, and 
to the great Master of the feast for his love in 
dying for sinners. No one then would have 
thought such a thing as Mr. Foster has said, 
"that he did not individualize .'* • I have known 
instances in which Mr. Hall has been so " indi-- 
vidual " in his services, bringing home the word of 
God to every man's bosom and business, that con- 
science has said, "Thou art the man." Private 
circumstances, of recent transaction, have been 
laid so naked and bare by the quick and powerful 
preaching of the word of God, that the parties have 
conceived some one must have told them to him. 
At the same time, on hearing this to be the case, 
he has solemnly declared he knew nothing of their 
affeirs. Every one must admire the splendid 
talent and elegance of Mr. Foster's critique ; but 
Mr. Hall's oldest and dearest friends must consider 
his prayers to have been the model of excellence, 
and his sermons nearest to the model of perfection 
ever yet produced ; and what Mr. Foster calls an 
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excellence in prayer, " a more thinking perfonn- 
ance, a series of ideas more reflectively conceived," 
or rather more frigid. Mr. Hall had too much 
feeling and too much of the true spirit of impas- 
sioned prayer, arising from a sense of the absolute 
need of Divine help, as being lost and undone with- 
out, to make it " a more thinking performance ;" 
and I am certain my valued friend, Mr. John 
Foster, on mature reflection, would never call a 
" thinking performance" the essence or chief ingre- 
dient in prayer, or even an indispensable adjunct — • 
prayer being naturally the o£&pring of feeling and 
necessity rather than a " series of ideas," 

John Greene. 
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REMINISCENCES. 



PART I. 

INCLUDING THE PERIOD FROM 1795 TO 1805. 

It was in the year 1795 when I first became 
acquainted with that extraordinary man, the 
Rev. Robert Hall. He was then pastor of the 
Baptist church at Cambridge, to which office he 
succeeded the Rev. Mr. Robinson, on the 23d of 
July, 1791. I saw him for the first time in the 
pulpit in St. Andrew's-street meeting. I was too 
young ftdly to understand his discourses, but even 
then they produced an impression upon my mind 
of wonder and of delight. I sat in a front seat 
in the gallery, where many of the forms were quite 
empty. The meeting was small, and there were 
but few persons of the lower class. In the body 
of the place were many of the most respectable 
families in the town, but even here the pews were 
not filled. The members of the church were also 
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few in number; some of them were poor, but 
possessed of eminent piety, and residents in the 
surrounding villages. Not a student or member 
of the university was to be seen in the place. The 
principal influential members of the church and 
congregration consisted of persons in the meridian 
of life, who were embarked in commercial pursuits. 
A generation of their fathers had been nearly 
all removed during the ministry of Mr. Robinson. 
There were a few of these gentlemen of whose in- 
telligence Mr. Hall entertained a very high opinion, 
which circumstance induced a laborious and dili- 
gent preparation for the exercises of the pulpit. 

Most of his sermons at this period were written 
at full length, though preached without the use 
of notes. His delivery was imcommonly rapid, 
occasioned by the astonishing flow of his ideas, 
which literally struggled for utterance. This was 
accompanied by an impediment in his voice, to- 
gether with a slight coiigh, which by attention he 
in some measure overcame. His voice was feeble, 
and had not much compass or variety of tone. It 
required great attention to follow him; and such 
was the stillness which prevailed, that the slightest 
sound was perceptible, and even the ticking of the 
clock was distinctly heard. The strictest silence 
was preserved until Mr. Hall had finished the head 
of discourse, or made a momentary pause, when a 
movement was made by the congregation, to give 
vent to suppressed emotions, and to refix attention. 
Notwithstanding the general style of Mr. Hall's 
sermons, which was far above the comprehension of 
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ordinary minds, I heard it observed by some of his 
poorer members, that there were always passages 
which afforded matter for profitable meditation. 
A taste for metaphysics led him occasionally to 
indulge in that mode of reasoning. To this were 
united keen satire, and the purest attic wit ; which 
were principally directed against scepticism and 
materialism, to make them appear imphilosophical, 
absurd, and ridiculous. 

His prayers were highly scriptural and devotional ; 
they possessed a solemnity which touched every 
heart, and prepared the mind for the reception of 
the sermon. It has been stated that Mr. Hall's 
religious sentiments were not evangelical till after 
his illness in 1805. This however is a mistaken 
idea, as may be proved, not only by an appeal to 
living witnesses, but by the sermons delivered 
before that period ; a few sketches of which will be 
found in another part of this work. I am aware 
that the supposition has been favoured by the 
opinion entertained by Mr. Hall himself after his 
recovery, which induced him to give greater pro- 
minency to the peculiar doctrines of the gospel 
than he had previously done ; and it is to the same 
conviction we may attribute the destruction of his 
manuscripts after his removal to Leicester. 

These discourses, however, as he delivered them^ 
were by no means deficient in orthodoxy.* He 
divided rightly the word of truth, giving to every 
one his portion of meat in dtie season. I have 
frequently heard him say that when he first re- 
ceived the invitation to Cambridge, he had "just a 
b2 
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sufficient quantum of orthodoxy to pass muster 
with the pious part of the members, and not too 
much to be refused by the refined and speculative 
part of the congregation." 

To use his own words, " there was a bad leaven 
in the place, produced by the preaching of his 
predecessor, which tended to scepticism." This 
" leaven," as he termed it, consisted in latitudina- 
rian sentiments, which, under the garb of liberality, 
had inclined some of his respectable hearers, who 
were men of considerable talent and influence, to 
socinianism, if not to the verge of scepticism. Such 
was the peculiarity of his situation, that when I 
first became acquainted with him he was engaged 
in laying the foundations, raising the outworks, and 
establishing the evidences of Christianity, before he 
could build up his people in their most holy faith. 
By his peerless eloquence, accompanied with the 
divine blessing, he eventually succeeded, and had 
the happiness of seeing the most sensible and dis- 
tinguished of his hearers embrace the truth as it is 
in Jestts. He felt and spoke more strongly upon 
these subjects, having narrowly escaped from 
similar errors, in consequence of reading Hume's 
treatise upon miracles, and other deistical works, 
when a tutor at Bristol. This fact he has fre^ 
quently related to me, adding, " Sir, I should have 
been tf devil without Christianity." 

Mr. Hall's sermons were principally upon sub- 
jects suited to the condition of his audience ; and 
his appeals to the consciences and feelings of his 
hearel's were equally pungent and faithful; — 
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" What ! will you shut out the Deity from his 
own dominions^ till at length the great eternal 
Being becomes unknown and imacknowledged in 
his own world ? Will you dare to venture on the 
thick bosses of the Almighty's buckler ; or will you 
place briers and thorns before him? He would 
pass through them; He would hum them wp toge^ 
ther/^' To form any idea of the effect produced 
by these appeals, it would be necessary to witness 
the expression of his brilliant eye, the moving 
eloquence of his lifted brow, and the animated and 
impassioned manner in which his addresses were 
delivered. 

His senior deacon, W. Hollick, Esq., who took the 
most active part in the society during Mr. Hall's 
residence at Cambridge, has frequently acknow- 
ledged to me with tears of gratitude, that had it 
not been for Mr. Hall's ministry he ^ould have W" 
become a/ocinian, if not an infidel. I visited 
him in his last illness, which I think was in 1817. 
He died in the faith. 

Many of the young men who had been trained 
up under the instruction of Mr. Hall's predecessor, 
were also sceptically inclined. They formed them- 
selves into a society for the purpose of discussing 
controverted points ; and shortly afterwards the 
orthodox party was joined by Mr, now Dr. Gregory, 
who ably contended for the faith once delivered 
to the saints, Mr. Hall, being desirous to obtain 
some information respecting Mr. Gregory, as a 
new comer, with whom I had become intimate, 
inquired my opinion of him ; I replied in terms 
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of the warmest approbation. From this period 
Dr. Gregory enjoyed a large share in his affections. 
' It was under these circumstances that Mr. Hall's 
great useftdness at Cambridge was apparent. I 
frequently reminded him of this when he lamented 
to me in private the little success that, in his 
opinion, attended his ministry. 

Mr. Hall was at this time a bachelor between 
thirty and forty years of age, and occupied two 
rooms belonging to Mr. Lucas Ray, in the Petty 
Cury, which he held till about 1803. His sitting- 
room, which was also his study, was unusually 
large ; I think about forty feet by twenty-five, and 
very lofty. It had two large windows looking into 
St. Andrew's church-yard, with the tower opposite, 
which was unfortunate for his peculiar turn of mind. 
In this room we have spent together many sacred 
and delightful evenings, the grateful remembrance 
of which I shall never lose. 

His habits were very studious: I never knew any 
man that was so great a reader on all subjects. It 
is a mistaken notion that he was entirely indebted 
to genius ; he possessed great industry and appli- 
cation, united to which was a thirst for knowledge, 
and an ambition to excel in every thing which he 
imdertook. Dissatisfied vdth present attainments, 
he frequently said, " Let yoTir aim and standard be 
high, for you will always be below your standard ; 
and if your standard is high, your attainments will 
be high also." He generally read from an early 
hour of the morning till eight o'clock in the even- 
ing ; after which he visited either the sick, or his 
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firiends. If one was engaged or from home, he 
went to another, and stayed till eleven o'clock; 
then, returned to his rooms. It was pleasing on 
such occasions to witness this great man descend 
from the sublimest speculations, and mingle with 
the socialities of common life. There was no 
ostentatious display of learning ; he endeared him- 
self to all by the simplicity of his manners, and the 
unaffected modesty and kindness of his disposition, 
and the interest which he took in their welfare. He 
was exceedingly fond of children, and frequently 
took the little ones in his arms, and appeared to 
enter into all their amusements. Under these 
circumstances it will not appear surprising, that 
his visits were anticipated v^th earnestness and 
delight. 

In addition to the usual services at his own place, 
Mr. Hall frequently preached a third time on the 
Sabbath to the villagers near Cambridge. I can 
mention nothing which more clearly shews the 
state of things at this period than the benighted 
condition of these poor people. They were indeed 
ignorant and out of the way, — without God, and 
without hope in the world. The ministers of epis- 
copacy of various orders were permitted to live in 
idleness and luxury, while the peasantry aroimd 
them were perishing for lack of knowledge, and 
this, too, in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
schools of divinity, and the storehouses of learning. 
I have frequently heard Mr. Hall preach in the 
cottages of these villagers, whose hearts burned 
within them while he opened to them the Scriptures, 
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I well remember waUoDg on a Sunday evening 
with a friend to Coten, one mile from Cambridge, 
for the purpose of hearing Mr. Hall. On entering 
the village we met a man (who, from his appear- 
ance, we concluded was a herdsman) driving his 
cows from the Common. W^ inquired for the 
house where Mr. HaU was engaged to preach. He 
replied in a rude and surly manner. I afterwards 
found that he was the rector of the parish, a 
Fellow of Catharine Hall, Cambridge, and one of 
his Majesty's Whitehall preachers ! 

The members of the church, at Cambridge, were 
at this time nearly equally divided between bap- 
tists and psedobaptists. Mr. Hall's practice of open 
communion, and his want of zeal on the subject of 
baptism, were censured by some of his brethren 
of the stricter sort : this induced him some years 
afterwards to enter largely into the controversy — 
Hall verstis Kinghom. As a powerfril argument, 
however, in favour of the Uberal plan of mixed 
communion, I can certify that there never has been 
any unpleasant feeUng in the church at Cambridge, 
arising from the union. When appealing to this, 
Mr. Hall frequently said. Behold, how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity. 
He Uved to see the practice more generally adopted 
in the baptist churches. 

This leads me to mention an anecdote which 
he related to me after dining with Dr. Porteus, 
the late Bishop of London, who had previously 
expressed to the Rev. John Owen, Secretary to 
the Bible Society, a great desire to have an 
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interview with Mr. Hall. The bishop, in the course 
of conversation, asked him what was the reason 
the members of his sect were called anabaptists : 
Mr. Hall politely satisfied the bishop. In a sub- 
sequent conversation, Mr. H. observed to me — 
" Sir, I was surprised beyond measure that the 
bishop should put such a question to me ; it was 
hardly courteous, and therefore difiicult to answer 
with propriety: he ought to have known, from 
church history, that it was a calumny and term 
of reproach first given to the Munster \fiej^8tSy on 
accoimt of their excesses, which stigma we labour 
under from them : if not, his Greek should have 
informed him that ava denotes repetition. Now, 
Sir, you know, baptists do not beheve that in&nt 
sprinkling is any baptism at all, therefore it cannot 
be said that we baptize twice, or do the thing 
again." In every other respect he was much pleased 
with the piety, and the kindness of the bishop; and 
the bishop expressed to Mr. Owen, in the warmest 
terms, his admiration of the extraordinary talents 
of Mr. Hall. 

As his time was generally occupied, I was fear- 
ful of encroaching by too frequently calling with- 
out a previous invitation. Scarcely a fortnight 
elapsed, however, without his inviting me to visit 
him at eight or nine o'clock, " to eat a bit of 
bread and cheese." After an hour's conversation 
on general subjects, on the books I had read, or 
the sermons I had heard, he reached a favourite 
author, and read aloud a few of the finest passages, 
in order to awaken curiosity, or excite a taste 
b3 
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for reading. Among others I may mention more 
particularly the works of BourdeKeu, Massillon, 
and Bossuet. As I was ignorant of the original, 
he translated it into beautiful English, page after 
page, without the least hesitation ; then, as if 
conscious of having performed a feat, he laughed 
heartily, and appeared pleased with my expressions 
of astonishment and delight. He also directed 
my attention to books suitable for my perusal, 
in English. Among others which he lent me, 
were Lord Bacon's Essays. After reading the 
preface, he made comments : — " There, Sir, no 
man but Lord Bacon could say this : — * As to the 
Latin edition of these Essays, it will last as long 
as books last.' Why, Sir, it would be the greatest 
vanity and presumption in any other man to say 
this of his own work." Then he read the follow- 
ing striking passage from the first Essay, on 
Truth : — " It is a pleasure to stand on the shore, 
and to see ships tossed upon the sea : a pleasure 
to stand in the window of a castle, and to see a 
battle, and the adventures thereof, below : but no 
pleasure is comparable to the standing on the 
vantage groimd of truth, (a hill not to be com- 
manded, and where the air is always clear and 
serene,) and to see the errors, and wanderings, 
and mists, and tempests, in the vale below; so 
always that this prospect be with pity, and not 
with swelling or pride. Certainly, it is heaven 
upon earth to have a man's mind move in charity, 
rest in providence, and turn upon the poles of 
truth." He repeated the last sentence ; — " * Turn 
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upon the poles of truth ! ' How beautifiil ! There, 
Sir, I will lend you that; but remember, you 
must not keep Lord Ba^on more than a fortnight ; 
for there- is scarcely a week in which I do not 
want to consult or refer to him." Another work 
which he recommended, was Jeremy Taylor's Holy 
Living and Dying. After having read to me some 
of th« most beautiful passages, he again limited 
the time, assigning the same reason as before. 
The following are a few of the passages, every 
line of which he marked with ink : this I well 
remember, because, after retiuning his copy, which 
was an original edition, I purchased a similar one, 
which I have now before me. 

The reader may imagine the interesting scene ; 
Mr. Hall standing with Jeremy Taylor in one 
hand, the other slightly raised, ready to give effect 
to his voice, when reading the following passages 
to a young lad, his only auditor : — 

"God is every where present, by his power. 
He rolls the orbs of heaven with his hand, He 
fixes the earth With his foot. He guides all the 
creatures with his eye, and refreshes them with 
his influence; He makes the powers of hell to 
shake with his terrors, and binds the devils with 
his word, and throws them out with his command, 
and sends the angels on embassies with his de- 
crees. He hardens the joints of infants, and 
confirms the bones when they are fashioned be- 
neath secretly in the earth. He it is that assists 
at the numerous productions of fishes, and there is 
tiot one hoUowness in the bottom of the sea, but 
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he shews himself to be Lord of it, by sustaining 
there the creatures that come to dwell in it : and 
in the wilderness, the bittern and the stork, the 
dragon and the satyr, the unicorn and the elk, 
live upon his provisions, and revere his power, and 
feel the force of his Almightiness." 

" God is especially present in the hearts of his 
people by his Holy Spirit ; and indeed the hearts 
of holy men are temples in the truth of things, 
and in type and shadow they are heaven itself. 
For God reigns in the hearts of his servants; 
there is his kingdom. The power of grace hath 
subdued all his enemies; there is his power. 
They serve him night and day, and give him 
thjuttks and praise ; that is his glory. This is the 
religion and worship of God in the temple. The 
temple itself is the heart of man; Christ is the 
High-Priest, who from thence sends up the in- 
cense of prayer, and joins them to his own inter- 
cessions, and presents all together to his Father ; 
and the Holy Ghost, by his dwelling there, hath 
also consecrated it into a temple : and God dwells 
in our hearts by faith, and Christ by his Spirit, 
and the Spirit by his purities, so that we are also 
cabinets of the mysterious Trinity ; and what is 
this short of heaven itself, but as infancy is short 
of manhood, and letters of words ? The same state 
of life it is, but not the same age. It is heaven 
in a looking-glass (dark, but yet true), represent- 
ing the beauties of the soul, and the graces of 
God, and the images of his eternal glory, by the 
reality of a special presence. They are such which 
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God hath blessed with his presence, hallowed by. 
his touch, and separated from unholy use, by 
making them to belong to his dwelling." 

" He walks as in the presence of God, that 
converses with him in frequent prayer, and fre- 
quent communions, that runs to him in all neces- 
sities, that asks counsel of him in all his doubtings, 
that opens all his wants to him and weeps before 
him for his sins, that asks remedy and support for 
his weakness, and fears him as a Judge, reverences 
him as a Lord, obeys him as a Father, and loves 
him as a Patron." 

" God is the master of the scenes, we must not 
choose whicl^ part we shall act; it concerns us 
oiily to be careful that we do it well, always say- 
ing, * If this please God, let it be as it is :* and 
we who pray that God's will may be done in 
earth as it is in heaven, must remember that the 
angels do whatsoever is commanded them, and go 
wheresoever they are sent, and refuse no circum- 
stances ; and if their employment be crossed by a 
higher decree, they sit down in peace, and rejoice 
in the event : and when the angel of Judea could 
not prevail in behalf of the people committed to 
his charge, because the angel of Persia opposed 
it, he only told the story at the command of God, 
and was as content, and worshipped with as great 
an ecstasy in his proportion, as the prevailing 
spirit. Do thou so likewise," 

I shall merely refer to another of his favourite 
passages, Sect. 3, of the Holy Dying : — " But as 
when the sun approaches towards the gates of the 
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morning, he first opens the little eye of heaven 
and sends away the spirits of darkness, and gives 
light to a cock, and calls up the lark to matins, 
and by and by gilds the fringes of a cloud and 
peeps over the eastern hills, thrusting out his 
golden horns, like those which decked the brows 
of Moses when he was forced to wear a veil be- 
cause himself had seen the face of God; and still 
while a man tells the story, the sun gets up higher, 
till he shows a fair face and a ftdl light, and then 
he shines one whole day, under a cloud often, and 
sometimes weeping great and little showers, and 
sets quickly : and so is a man's reason and life." 

He also lent to me the original edition of Bax- 
ter's Saint's Rest, with Howe's Blessedness of the 
Righteous, and urgently recommended Dr. Dod- 
dridge's Sermon to Young People, — " Christ 
I formed in the soul as the only and eternal hope 
;' of glory." Indeed, so high was his opinion of this 
discourse, that he once actually delivered it pub- 
licly from memory on a Sabbath afternoon. 

Mr. Hall considered that Adam Smith's Wealth 
of Nations was founded on sure principles, which 
every man of business ought to study. He used 
to say, " Task yourself to fifty pages a day. Sir, 
and secure the interstices of your time, and you 
vdU be astonished how much reading you will get 
. through in a year." Another maxim which Mr, 
, Hall frequently urged, was — " Do a thing well, 
whatever it may be, and then learn to do it in the 
least possible time. A second, ** Whatever bad 
habit you have acquired, practise the opposite, 
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and you will soon find the good principle increase 
from the exercise." 

Another work which he recommended waa 
Doddridge's Evidences of Christianity; this he 
considered a better book^ in some respects, than 
Paley's ; particularly for young persons who had 
some religious knowledge. He would not allow 
of indiscriminate reading on the Sabbath, but pre- 
scribed, in addition to the Bible, what may be 
called Sunday books, such as were either devo- 
tional, or had an aspect and bearing upon religion; 
Barrow's Sermons, Saurin's, &c. ; the Evidences 
of Christianity, Church History, and Religious 
Biography. 

Mr. Hall's plan of reading was dififerent from 
that of Dr. Johnson and some other great men. 
He generally read regularly through a book, but 
with great rapidity. Speaking to him one day 
on the comparative merits of the Rambler and 
the Spectator, I expressed my preference for the 
Rambler. " Yes, sir, so do most young persons ; 
but when you arrive at my age you will prefer the 
Spectator; there is a pomp and swell in the 
rounded periods of Johnson, but a beauty, sim- 
plicity, and true taste in Addison." 

About this time I studied Gumey's System of 
Short Hand, which enabled me to furnish Mr. 
Hall with an accoimt of any minister who suppKed 
the pulpit during his absence. On his return, he 
usually inquired what had been the text, — in what 
manner it had been divided, &c. &c. ; and then 
added a few remarks, either in commendation or 
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otherwise, frequently suggesting improvements, 
and stating the manner in which he would have 
treated the subject, &c. Mr. HaU was a very 
candid hearer, being always more inclined to 
approve than to censure. He considered that the 
late Rev. T. Toller and the Rev. A. Fuller, of 
Kettering, were the two best preachers of the 
age. 

I shall never forget the enthusiasm with which 
he spoke of a sermon preached at Bedford by Mr. 
ToUer, from 2 Pet. i. 12—15. " Sir," said he, 

> " if the Angel Gabriel had come down from hea- 
ven on purpose, he could not have preached a 
more solemn and impressive discourse ; it was like 
a dying minister preaching his last sermon; — it 
quite overcame me — there was scarcely a dry eye 
to be seen in the place." 

j In a memoir of Mr. ToUer, written some years 
after, he thus refers to this service ; " The aspect 
of the preacher, pale, emaciated, standing appa- 
rently on the verge of eternity; the simpKcity 
and majesty of his sentiments ; the sepulchral 
solemnity of a voice which seemed to issue from 
the shades, combined with the intrinsic dignity of 
the subject, perfectly quelled the audience with 
tenderness and terror, and produced such a scene 
of audible weeping as was perhaps never surpassed. 
AU other emotions were absorbed in devotional 
feeling : it seemed to us as though we were per- 
mitted for a short space to look into eternity, and 
every sublunary object vanished before the powers 
of the world to come," &c. &c. Mr. Hall was 
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greatly disappointed with the sennon as printed 
from Mr. Toller's notes — such is the disadvantage 
of posthiunous publications. 

When at Cambridge Mr. Hall generally ex- 
pounded the Scriptures on a Sabbath morning, 
and preached from a single text in the afternoon ; 
the exposition generally suggested a subject for 
the sermon. I found him expounding the Gospel 
of St. John, afterwards the Acts of the Apostles, 
then he went to the Epistle to the Philippians, 
and the two Epistles of St. Peter : the three 
Epistles of St. John closed his labours at Cam- 
bridge, previously to his indisposition. I have 
preserved the leading ideas in his exposition of the 
» Epistle to the Philippians, making more than one 
hundred pages of post paper, since written out 
into long hand, which I consider a great treasure. 
I inquired his reason for omitting the Epistle to 
the Romans ; — he replied, " I do not understand 
it, sir. The Apostle Peter says, there are many 
things hard to be understood: I shall reserve the 
exposition of that Epistle for the last work of my 
life." 

It will perhaps gratify some of his friends, espe- 
cially those who are in the ministry, to be in 
possession of the subjects which he discussed, prior 
to his being laid aside at Cambridge. I shall there- 
fore give the following as specimens : 

April, 1796. 

Oal. iv. 18. — But it is good to be zealously affected always in a 

good thing, and not only when I am present with you. 
Rom, ill 1, 2. — What advantage then hath the Jew ? or what profit 
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^ is there of circuincision f Much every way: chiefly, because 
that unto them were committed the oracles of God. 

LukesL 13. — If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto your children : how much more shall your heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him ? 

Lvke xvi. 9. — And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of 
the mammon of unrighteousness : that when ye fail, they may 
receive you into everlasting habitations. 

2 Cor, V. 5. — Now he that hath wrought us for the self-same thing, 
is God, who also hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit. 

Ufjoah XXV. 6, 7. — And in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts 

make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on 
the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well 
refined. And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the 
covering cast over all people, and the vail that is spread over 
all nations. 

PAt7. iiL 20. — For our conversation is in heaven, from whence also 
we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ 

John iii. 14, 15.-* And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder- 
ness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up : that whosoever 
believeth in him, should not perish, but have eternal life. 

Gen, xvi. 13. — And she called the name of the Lord that spake 
unto her. Thou God seest me : for she said, Have I also here 
looked after him that seeth me ? 

Zech, i. 5. — Your fathers, where are they? And the prophets, do 
they live for ever ? 

John XV. 5.— I am the vine, ye arc the branches: he that abideth 
in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit : for 
without me ye can do nothing. 

Ephes, i. 17— 19.— That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and 
revelation, in the knowledge of him : the eyes of your under- 
standing being enlightened ; that ye may know what is the hope 
of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inherit- 
ance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of his 
power to US-ward who believe, according to the working of his 
mighty power. 

Pfa^m Ixxiii. 25. — Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and there is 
none upon earth that I desire besides thee. 

John xii. 26. — If any man serve me, let him follow me ; and where 
I am, there shall also my servant be : *if any man serve me, him 
will my Father honour. 

Mdtu viii. 34. — And, behold, the whole city came out to meet 
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Jesus, and when they saw him, they besought him that he would 
depart out of their coasts. 

August, 1800. 

Jame* L 4. — But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may 
be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 

Luke xvi. 8. — And the Lord commended the unjust steward, be- 
cause he had done wisely : for the children of this world are in 
their generation wiser than the children of light 

Ezek, xxxvi. 29. — I will also save you from all your uncleannesses : 
and I will call for the corn, and will increase it, and lay no 
famine upon you. 

Kev. iii. 3. — Remember therefore how thou hast received and 
heard, and hold fast, and repent If therefore thou shalt not 
watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know 
what hour I will come upon thee. 

Psolm Ixxiii. 25, 26.— Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and there 
is none upon earth that I desire beside thee. My flesh and my 
heart faileth: but God is the strength of my heart, and my 
portion for ever. 

M<Ut, xxii. 39.— And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself. 

John viii. 41. — Ye do the deeds of your Father. Then said they 
to him, We be not born of fornication ; we have one Father, 
even God. 

1 Cw*T,y. 33. — Be not deceived; evil communications corrupt 
good manners. 

Gen^ xlvii. 9.— And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days of the 
years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty years ; few 
and evil have the days of the years of my life been, and have not 
attained unto the days of the year of the life of my fathers in the 
day of their pilgrimage. 

Psalm xc 1. — Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all 
generations. 

Matt. xxyi. 11. — For ye have the poor always with you ; but me 
ye have not always. 

Rev, ii. 17. — He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith unto the churches ; To him that overcomcth will I give to 
eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in 
the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth, saving 
he that receiveth it. 

Matt, vi 6. — But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, 
and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is 
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in secret ; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward 
thee openly. 

Job xl. 6, 7. — Then answered the Lord unto Job out of the whirl- 
wind, and said, Gird up thy loins now like a man: I will 
demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. 

Eph. V. 16. — Redeeming the time, because the days are eviL 

He had only one service during the week at 
Cambridge, which was held between the hours of 
seven and eight on Thursday evenings. His cus- 
tom was to sit in an arm chair in the vestry, to 
read a hymn, which was sung ; then he requested 
one of the members of the church to pray : after 
this, name another hymn, and make some observa- 
tions on one or more verses from the Scripture, 
for about twenty minutes : after this, he concluded 
the service himself by a short prayer. He fre- 
quently read the following hymn from Dr. Dod- 
dridge at the commencement of these services : 

Eternal God, our wondering souls 

Admire thy matchless grace. 
That thou wilt walk, that thou wilt dwell 

With Adam's worthless race. 

• • • • • 

Joyful my spirit will consent 

To drop its mortal load ; 
And hail the sharpest pangs of death 

That break its way to God. 

The sentiment expressed in the two last hues, he 
experienced in his dying moments. He literally 
had to " hail the sharpest pangs of death, to break 
his way to God." 

Another of his favourite hymns on these occa- 
sions was Dr. Watts's forty -fifth hymn, second 
book, which commences thus : 
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Thy favours, Lord, surprise our souls ; 

Will the Eternal dwell with us ? 
What canst thou find beneath the poles 

To tempt thy chariot downwanls thus ? 

At this period, he frequently lost sight of the 
lecture. After waiting some time, I have repeat- 
edly left the vestry, and run to his rooms to fetch 
him ; on knocking at his door, he would call out, 
" Come in:^' on entering, I found him in the 
midst of his books. Instantly after an ** How do 
you do, sir?" I said, ** It is Thursday evening, 
sir, and the people are waiting for you at the 
vestry." " Oh no, it is impossible, sir ; it cannot 
be Thursday." " Indeed it is, sir." Then, rising 
up, " Well, how strange it is, sir, that I cannot 
remember the days of the week ; they are all alike 
to me, sir ; I have nothing to mark and distinguish 
them." The distance from his rooms was not five 
minutes' walk from the meeting ; he usually found 
one of the deacons had commenced, so that not 
much time was lost. 

I shall now briefly notice the peculiar situation 
in which the dissenters were placed, and the diffi- 
dulties they then had to encounter. They were 
at this period very unpopular, from their decided 
attachment to the great principles of civil and reli- 
gious liberty, and their opposition to the Pitt 
administration, and to the French war. There 
was the University on the one side, with Mr. Pitt 
for its representative ; and a corrupt corporation, 
on the other, with the Duke of Rutland at the 
head, both of which were leagued together to put 
down the principles of liberty, and to support 
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corruption and wax, while the dissenters were con- 
tending for peace and reform. The contest was so 
unequal, that it seemed at one time almost im* 
possible that we should keep our ground, much 
less that we should finally triumph. We were 
assailed from every quarter with accusations of 
disloyalty, and of being enemies to " Church and 
State." This was carried so far as to insult us 
when we walked the streets. Though a small 
band, we were, however, firm and united: there 
was not a single individual in the whole congrega- 
tion who did not warmly espouse the " good old 
cause." This, with such a powerful advocate and 
leader as Mr. Hall, insured for us the victory ; 
especially as many of the dissenters were men of 
the largest property, as well as of talent and re- 
spectability, in the town. Thus we kept bigotry 
and intolerance at bay. Mr. Hall, however, never 
introduced his politics into the pulpit, although he 
was falsely charged with doing so by a clergyman 
of the University, who had the mortification, to 
my certain knowledge, afterwards to make the 
amende honorable. His printed letter to Mr. 
Simeon, as well as his letter to Mr. Clayton, and 
his Apology for the Freedom of the Press, vdll 
show how firmly he embraced and upheld those 
noble principles for which our forefathers fought 
and suffered. 

" Which make man, man ; 
The wise illumine — aggrandize the great.** 

I remember a county meeting for the dismissal 
of the Pitt administration, headed by the late 
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Duke of Bedford and the dissenters. Mr. Hall 
attended both the meeting and the dinner, and 
assisted in escorting and defending a small party 
on their return. 

In reference to many of these persecuting 
" church-and-king" men, we have frequently ob- 
served to each other, For yet a Utile while^ and 
the wicked shall not he, yea, thou shalt diUgently 
consider his plaice, amd it shall not be. Many ,an 
imperious university man, who, by his look of 
contempt, appeared to expect that every dissenter 
should do him homage, and who spoke of Mr. Hall 
as one Hall preaching in a conventicle, has de- 
parted from the place into a state of obscurity and 
insignificance, " alike unknowing and imknown," 
while the name of Robert Hall is known, revered, 
and admired wherever- the English language is 
spoken or read, and will be to the end of time. / 
have seen the wicked in great power, and spreading 
himself Uke a green bay tree ; yet he parsed away, 
and, lo, he wa^ not; yea, I sought him, hut he could 
not he found. This has frequently reminded me of 
a fine stroke of satire given us by Mr. Hall, when 
expounding that part of the Acts of the Apostles', 
which refers to Festus's declaration of Paul's case 
to Agrippa, Acts xxv. 19. But had certain ques- 
tions against him of their own superstitions, and of 
one Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul affirmed to 
he aUve. ** Observe," said Mr. Hall, ** the con- 
temptuous manner in which this Festus speaks of 
the Saviour of the world, as * one Jesus' which was 
dead. It is very remarkable that this one Festus 
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; owes all his celebrity to this one Jesus ; for had it 
not been for this one Jesus, we should never have 
heard any thing of this one Festus, for his name is 
never mentioned in profane history." 

None of the foregoing remarks apply, however, 
to that excellent nobleman, Lord Hardwicke, nor 
to the late Dr. Mansel, who, when in possession 
of high university honours, treated Mr. Hall in 
the kindest maimer, and decidedly opposed this 
rude conduct. Mr. Hall told me, that after he 
had published his sermon on ** Modem Infidelity," 
when walking by Addenbroke's Hospital, Dr. Man- 
sel crossed over from the other side of the road, 
and, shaking Mr. Hall by the hand, said, " Mr. Hall, 
I thank you most sincerely for your masterly ser- 
mon; it does you great honour, sir." Mr. Hall said 
this was so unexpected, that he did not recollect 
how he answered the Doctor, but politely thankell 
him for his good opinion. 

His popularity now increased so much in Cam- 
bridge, that I have seen forty and fifty under- 
graduates, fellow-commoners, and noblemen, in 
their costume, at meeting. Some of the heads 
of houses were alarmed at this popularity, and 
made an attempt to prevent the attendance of the 
young gentlemen. At a meeting on the subject, 
Dr. Mansel, as Master of Trinity College, rose, and 
said, " I. will never be a party to any such measure 
as this; I think the young men cannot spend 
their time better on a Sunday, than going to hear 
Robert Hall; and were it not for the dignity of 
my situation as Master, I should go and hear 
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him myself." This at once stopped the pro- 
ceeding. 

Among others who were almost constant in their 
attendance at this time, were two Mr. Grants, who 
are now, I believe, both members of Parliament 
and Ministers of the Crown; together with a 
clergyman, who has since distinguished himself 
as the author of the Velvet Cushion. They were 
generally accommodated in one of the best seats in 
the place, belonging to E. Hollick, Esq., a country 
gentleman. I mention this, because Mr. Hall and 
ourselves considered it very ungenerous on the 
part of the reverend gentleman, that he should 
afterwards have lampooned the dissenters, by say- 
ing, ** that dissenterism was the religion of bams ;" 
while he would not acknowledge that he was' 
indebted to one of these hamsy and to Mr. HaU's 
ministry while at Cambridge. The place, it is 
true, was ^a very plain building, not like King's 
College Chapel, or a cathedral, but then we paid 
for it oursehes. After this ungenerous attack, 
I inquired of the deacons whether this gentleman 
had ever subscribed any thing ; they told me 
he never bad. I asked whether he had ever made 
Mr. Hall a present ; and the answer was the same. 
Under these circumstances it has appeared to us, 
that the attack was neither in good taste nor 
good keeping. If dissenterism is the religion df 
" hamsy' who occasioned it ? Who forced our 
ancestors to worship in " dens and caves, and 
harm of the earth?" — The predecessors of this 
gentleman, who by their cruel edict of uniformity, 
c 
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in the spirit of Nebuchadnezzax, condemned those 
who would not conform, and bow down, and Wor- 
ship, to be cast out, which was actually carried 
into effect on August 24th, 1662 ; * which we 
dissenters justly denominate " Black Bartholomew 
Day." By this unmerciful edict, it is well known 
that nearly 2,500 faithful ministers of the gospel 
were ejected from the Church of England ; and it 
is affirmed, upon a modest calculation, that it pro- 
cured the untimely deaths of 3,000 nonconformists, 
and the ruin of 60,000 families.f In her is found 
the blood of saints and of prophets. This is a blot 
and stain in the history of the Church, which, 
to use Lord Chatham's words, " all the waters of 
the Delaware will never wash out." 

Mr. Hall was by no means insensible of these 
supercilious airs of consequence and lordly supe- 
riority over God's heritage. It was a kind of 
*' stand by, for I am holier than thou;" while, at 
the same time, there was no extraordinary merit 
to justify this. Such persons know nothing of the 
native dignity of a genuine puritan, who is conscious 
of obeying the will of his Master, whose kingdom 
is not of this world. It is to the noble army of the 
v^ puritans, or, as Mr. Hall termed them, the " celestial 
{ nobility" that this country is chiefly indebted for its 
invaluable liberties, in the stand they made against 

* See Dr. Calamy's account, Vol. IV. Brook's History of the 
Furitans, VoL J. Palmer's Nonconformists* Memorial, &c. 

t I have also had oral testimony of this fact. My mother, who 
died last year, at eighty-six, actually received, when a child, a 
circumstantial account from her grandmother, who was one of 
those pious worthies and sufferers. 
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the arbitrary power and encroachments of the 
deigy. Mr. Hall declined very high preferment ^ 
in the church from Mr. Pitt^ and Dr. Baxrington, 
Bishop of Durham: he chose rather to suffer 
affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the 
highest honours for a season ; for he had respect 
unto the recompence of reward. He frequently 

armed himself and animated his followers with the 

anticipations of future blessedness. Well do I 
remember his preaching from those words, Then 
shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father. " This great event," said 
he, " is reserved for the excellent of the earth, of 
whom the world is not worthy. It will soon be 
their turn to shine ; then shall all other lights be 
put out to make room for the brightness and 
splendour of tlyir appearing : they shaU shine for 
ever and for ever.'* 

Every one who has heard Mr. Hall give out a 
hymn, will recollect the dignity and feeling he 
woul4l exhibit in reading the following lines from 
Dr. Doddridge, at the close of the service: 

<' The splendid crown which Moses sought, 
Still beams around his brow, 
Though soon great Pharaoh's sceptred pride 
Was taught by death to bow," &c 

It may be proper for me here to observe, that, 
notwithstanding the contumelies to which I have 
referred, Mr. Hall had many friends and admirers 
in the Establishment, who were greatly attached to 
him; who fully appreciated his excellences, and 
who could estimate his conscientious objections 
c2 



d by Google 



28 REMINISCENCES OF 

as a dissenter, without imputing to him factious 
motives. Among these was the Rev. Mr. Robinson, 
of Leicester. His splendid eulogium on that 
clergyman will be found among his printed works. 
Many persons have imagined, from the high opinion 
he expressed of this gentleman, a few years after- 
wards, and his panegyric on the Liturgy of the 
Church of England, that he relaxed in his prin- 
ciples as a dissenter; but I have heard him say 
repeatedly, that he was very sorry such a con- 
struction should ever have been put on what he 
intended only, abstractedly, as his opinion of the 
composition, and not as an approval of its adoption 
in preference to extemporaneous prayer. I can 
testify that Mr. Hall never changed his political 
opinions, as expressed in the " Apology for the 
Freedom of the Press;"* nor were his decided 
objections to the hierarchy of the Church of Eng- 
land ever removed, being, in his opinion, anti- 
christian. 

* On the republication of this pamphlet in the year 1825, one 
passage in the prefatory remarks was omitted, which referred to the 
late learned Bishop Horsley. Mr. Hall told me that mature re- 
flection by no means justified this attack upon so distinguished a 
scholar and so profound a divine. It was as follows : ** When we 
reflect on the qualities which distinguish this prelate, that venom 
i that hisses, and that meanness that creeps, the malice that attends 
\ him to the sanctuary, and pollutes the altar, we feel a similar-per- 
•■ plexity with that which springs from the origin of evil. But if we 
recollect on the other hand, that instruction may be conveyed by 
negatives, and that the union, in one qharacter, of nearly all the 
dispositions human nature otight not to possess, may be a useful 
warning, at least we shall cease to wonder at the existence and 
elevation of Dr. Horsley. Characters of his stamp, like a plague 
or a tempest, may have their uses in the general system, if they 
recur not too often.*' 
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The learned Dr. Parr frequently visited him at 
Cambridge^ and afterwards at Leicester, and fiilly 
appreciated both his principles and talents. About 
this time the Doctor printed his celebrated Spital 
Sermon, which contains the following eulogium 
upon his friend : — " In common with all men of 
letters, I read, with exquisite delight, Mr. Hall's 
Sermon lately published, on Modem Infidelity; he 
has all the eloquence of an orator, the fiancy of a 
poet, the acuteness of a schoolman, the profound- 
ness of a philosopher, and the piety of a saint." 
To this testimony Dr. Parr has added another, in 
the following clause of his last will, which extract 
Mr. Hall showed to me at the time : it was sent 
in a note, with the ring, by Dr. Parr's executors. 
" I bequeath, a mourning-ring to the Rev. Robert 
Hall, as a mark of my reverence for his exemplary, 
virtues, and of my admiration of his sublime and 
hallowed eloquence." 

Sir James Mackintosh, who was a feUow-student 
with Mr. Hall, in Scotland, several times visited 
him at Cambridge, with Dr. Parr. Mr. Hall enter- 
tained the h^hest opinion of Sir James's talents, i 
and frequently said to me, that he had the greatest 
intellect of any man he ever knew : — " Sir, I was 
astonished when at college, at the facility with 
which Mackintosh acquired his knowledge; such 
was his quickness of perception, that he was not 
obliged to read half so much as I was. Sir, his 
conversation on the most difficult and metaphysical 
subjects is so correct, that you might print after 
him. Persons have no conception what a profound 
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thinker he is, sir." — The pubKc are fiilly aware that 
Sir James entertained a not less exalted opinion of 
Mr. HaU.* 

There was, about the year 1800, a very un- 
pleasant affair, which much disturbed Mr. Hall's 
peace of mind, and occasioned a paper war between 
himself and Mr. Benjamin Flower, who officiated 
in giving out the hymns at meeting ; it ended in a 
serious quarrel and separation. Mr. Hall read to 
me all his letters, and I heard all the answers: 
the last two letters, I think, filled fourteen pages 
post, on the part of Mr. Hall, and as many pages 
foolscap &om Mr. Flower. It became an affair 
of character ; but Mr. Hall, in the opinion of his 
firiends, completely triumphed; yet for a time k 
affected his tranquillity exceedingly. After this 
circumstance he resumed the giving out of hymns 
himself. His partiality for the poetry of Dr. Watts 
was great, and he frequently expressed his surprise 
at the taste of his Baptist brethren, in introducing 
Dr. Rippon's collection, which he generally found 
tended to supersede the use of Dr. Watts* His 
opinion was, that Dr. Rippon's selection was very 
well suited to the closet, and to family worship^ 
but not adapted for congregational use. This 
decided objection to Supplements continued the 
same when at Bristol. He regretted that the 



* This celebrated statesman had engaged to furnish an account 
of that portion of Mr. Hall's life which was passed at the Univer- 
sity of Aberdeen, to be prefixed to the uniform edition of his 
works, but his death prevented the accomplishment of that 
design. 
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firiends at Broadmead had introduced a collection, 
which was too frequently used to the exclusion of 
Dr. Watts. He had a similar partiality as to tunes : .; 
he loved the good old times, such as are still sung 
in the Church of England : he preferred congrega- 
tional singing, unaccompanied by musical instru- 
ments, and mentioned his old place at Cambridge , 
as a pattern of simplicity. " Sir," he would say, ; 
" I have been quite delighted with it ; every body 
sings there ; and the effect of so many voices join- 
ing in praise was quite inspiriting to me, and often \ 
produced a good frame of mind." 

Mr. Hall was in the habit of adapting his dis- 
courses to particular occasions, in a very remark- 
able manner. The following circumstance occurred 
about this period: — Two men were executed at 
Cambridge, for uttering forged Bank of England 
notes. Mr. H. attended them during their im- 
prisonment, and received their confession. It ap- 
peared on their trial, that they were apprehended 
for passing one of the five-pound notes at a shop 
in Cambridge. On the person who took it expres- 
sing some doubts, and giving it to his servant for 
the purpose of making inquiries at the bank, the 
imfortunate man immediately seized the note, and 
swallowed it. The man who actually forged the 
notes and employed them was admitted King's evi- 
dence and convicted them. After the execution, 
Mr. Hall gave notice that he should improve the 
event, by way of caution and instruction. He took 
his text from Job xx. 12 — 16. " Though wicked- 
ness be sweet in his mouth, though he hide it under 
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his tongue ; though he spare it^ and forsake it not, 
but keep it still within his mouth : yet his meat in 
his bowels is turned, it is the gall of asps within 
him. He hath swallowed down riches, and he 
shall vomit them up again : God shall cast them 
out of his beUy . He shall suck the poison of asps : 
the viper's tongue shall slay him/* 

The men confessed to Mr. Hall that they were 
drawn aside from the paths of virtue, by breaking 
the Sabbath, by stealing little things, and by vicious 
company. This led Mr. Hall to consider the gra- 
dations of vice, in hardening the heart, and leading 
to the commission of great crimes, &c. &c. 

As an expositor, Mr. Hall stood preeminent. 
He has frequently regretted to me the taste of 
the age in departing from ancient practice, by pre- 
ferring single texts of scripture. " There is more 
excitement," said he, " produced by a sermon ; but 
less instruction derived." It will be seen in the 
sequel how much his preference and inclination in 
this respect were checked while at Leicester. 

The plan which he adopted when the subject 
admitted of it, instead of paraphrasing every verse, 
was to take a number of verses in their course^ 
and form them into a pleasing and instructive 
order. The following I find among my notes, 
which I give as a short specimen. 

October 27th, 1799.— The 14th chapter of John, 
from the 15th verse to the end. He observed the 
subject was so miscellaneous, that he should reduce 
it to the following order : — 

1. Here is a test of love proposed by Jesus 
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Christ to his disciples : " If ye love me, keep my 
commandments." 

2. The advantages attending it : " And I will 
love him, and will manifest myself to him, and my 
Father will love him, and we will come unto him, 
and make our abode with him.** 

3. Here is a gracious promise of the Divine 
Spirit as a Comforter : " But the Comforter, which 
is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in 
my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring 
all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have 
said unto you.*' 

4. Jesus Christ here promises to see them again 
in a short time : " Ye have heard how I said 
unto you, J go away and come again unto you,** 
&c. &c. 

5. He leaves them a rich legacy, which was 
peace: observe his tenderness and compassion. 
" Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you. Not as the world giveth, give I unto you." 
Not sparingly, or by way of compliment. " Let 
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid." 

6. He reasons with them on their unwillingness 
that he should leave them : " K ye loved me, ye 
would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father; 
if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto 
you." 

7. His tranquillity in the near approach of death, 
and his entire submission to the will of his Father: 
" For the Prince of this world cometh, and hath 
'nothing in me." 

c3 
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(1.) This subject on the whole should teach us 
Christian virtue ; 

(2.) Patience under afflictive dispensations ; 

And (3.) to rejoice in the legacy which Christ 
has left us. " Peace I leave with you, my peace 
I give unto you." 

Mr. Hall's plans of sermons were always re- 
markable for their simplicity. The view which he 
i took of his subject was so easy and natural, that 
' persons felt surprised that they had not considered 
it in the same light before. There was seldom 
any thing very extraordinary in his introductions ; 
but when he kindled with his subject, he intro- 
duced the most brilliant passages, with so great 
a rapidity, that it was impossible ever to take 
them down : they were, in fact, quite overpower- 
ing. His mind (particularly at this period of his 
life) took such rapid flights, as to soar, as it were, 
into the third heaven. 

His imagination was now his distinguishing 
faculty; there was nothing after his illness, in 
splendour of imagery, equal to the productions of 
this period, which were superior to any thing in 
Burke or Jeremy Taylor. 

At the beginning of a new year, it was his 
practice to fix upon a subject very appropriate to 
the lapse of time. I shall never forget the effect 
produced by his sermon, Jan. 4th, 1801, from the 
forty-seventh chapter of Genesis, and ninth verse : 
And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days of the years 
of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty years : 
few and evil have the days of the years of my Ufe 
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been, and have not attained unto the days of the 
years of the life of my fathers , in the days of their 
pilgrimage. He took up the general idea which 
Jacob gives of life as a pilgrimage ; and secondly, 
the description of this pilgrimage : it is brief in its 
duration, and replete with trouble, &c. &c. And 
in the afternoon, he continued the idea, with re- 
marks on entering upon a new century: at the 
close of his discourse, he burst forth in a most 
solemn and awakening manner, with a heart deeply 
affected, of which the following sketch may give 
some slight idea, — " We have now entered, my 
brethren, upon a new century of time ; before fifty 
years of it are passed, most of us here will either 
have seen God face to face, or be banished for 
ever from his presence. If we die in the Lord, 
nothing will then remain for us but holiness. The 
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eye, and the 
pride of life, will all have passed away : there wiU 
be nothing but God, and Christ, and heaven, and 
eternity." And then he gave out his favourite 
90th Psalm, by Dr. Watts ; 

" O Godf our help in ages past ; 
Our hope for years to come ; 
Our shelter from the stormy blast ; 
And our eternal home/' 

Mr. Hall had a great insight into character ; his 
eye appeared so searching to strangers, as to be 
ahnost insupportable : their brightness was insuffer- 
able. I have frequently heard it remarked, both 
by ladies and gentlemen, that until they became 
acquainted with him, they felt uncomfortable in his 
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/presence: he appeared to them as a discemer of 
the spirits. He considered himself to be a judge 
0^ physiognomy. The following is a remarkable 
instance of his penetration in this respect, which 
was much talked of at the time. I received the 
particulars from Mr. James Nutter, at whose house 
it occurred. A London dealer in the com-'trade 
dined with this gentleman at Cambridge, in com** 
pany with Mr. Hall. Mr. Nutter observed that 
Mr. Hall was very silent at table, and looked very 
suspiciously at this stranger. After two or three 
glasses of wine, the stranger retired hastily. On 
his leaving the room, Mr. Hall said, " Who is that 
person, sir ? " Mr. Nutter informed him, that he 
was an eminent corn-dealer from London. " Do 
you do any business with him, sir ? " * Yes, sir.' 
" Have you sold him any thing to-day, sir?" — 
' Yes, sir ; a large parcel of com.' " I ain sorry 
for it, sir ; that man is a rogue, sir," — -* Oh, you are 
quite mistaken, Mr. Hall ; he is highly respectable, 
sir, and can obtain credit for any amount in this 
market.' " I do not care for that, sir ; do you 
get your account settled as soon as you can,, and 
never do any more business with him." Although 
Mr. Nutter saw no other reason for it, Mr. Hall's 
opinion made that impression on his mind, that 
when this account was settled, he refused to trust 
the individual any more; and in about twelve 
months afterwards, this very person actually de- 
frauded his creditors, and fled the country. 

Mr. Hall's hearers became now so numerous, 
that it was found necessary to enlarge the Meeting 
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House, in order to afford comfortable accommoda- 
tion to about eight hundred persons : flie whole 
of the expense, which amounted to about £1,0D0, 
was instantly contributed by a few opulent indi* 
viduals in the congregation. During the en- 
largement, we were accommodated by Mr. Hall 
preaching, in the afternoon and evening, at the 
Independent Meeting House, which was kindly 
granted for about three months. The enlarged 
place was very soon afterwards completely 
fiUed. 

I am now approaching the period in which Mr. 
Hall was visited with one of the heaviest cala- 
mities which can afflict human nature ; there were 
some previous circumstances, connected with his 
peculiar habits and situation, to which it may be 
traced. It was preceded by a depressed state of 
mind, which may in some measure be attributed 
to eariy impressions of dislike to the open situation 
of the town and county. At that time the neigh- 
bourhood was unenclosed.* " Sir, he has fre- 
quently said, " you cannot conceive how it lowered 
my spirits when I first came into the county at 
Royston. The whole aspect was so cheerless, so 
flat and monotonous, I thought I never could live 
m it. It is a perfect contrast, sir, to the neigh- 
bourhood of Bristol ; the scenery there, sir, is so 
bold and gigantic, you can form no conception of 



'* Dr. Clarke, in his Travels in Russia, compared that part of the 
country which Hes between Cambridge and Newmarket, to the flat, 
unvaried appearance of the Steppes, in Russia. 
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it. It excites the sublimest emotions; it would 
inspire a poet, and furnish him with the finest 
images that can be produced from nature ; parti* 
cularly the grandeur of the rocks about Clifton. 
Whereas, here, there is nothing to enliven the 
spirits; when you walk out, it looks like nature 
laid out, sir. It is a remarkable fact, that there 
are more suicides committed in Cambridgeshire 
than in any other county in the kingdom. Why, 
sir, in the fens, many, when they are low-spirited, 
you find, will either drink, hang, or drown them- 
selves, to get rid of "the feeling. Besides this, 
sir, I do not think my preaching does much good ; 
there are so few of the respectable part of the 
congregation, and of the ybimg people, that come 
forward to join the church." — * But you have had 
great additions, sir/ I replied, . ^ from the middling 
and lower classes, and the hearers are more than 
doubled since I came ; and it is not right, sir, to 
prescribe to the Divine Being in what way your 
preaching should be most useful : we hear nothing 
of Socinianism now, sir. You don't know all the 
good you may have done, sir, in that respect.' — 
" Very tn&, sir. — ^Well, sir, if I do not leave the 
people, I must go and take a house at Shelford : 
that is a very pleasant village, sir." 

" I do not write any of my sermons now, sir ; I 
will tell you how I manage. I generally decide 
upon my text on Monday morning, for the next 
Sabbath ; and I know my course in the exposition 
for the morning. I make my sermon when I walk 
before dinner, and get the subject well fixed on 
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my mind at these intervals ; but since the gowns- 
men have come so much to Meetings they stare 
at me when I am walking, and whisper, * That is 
Hall, who preaches at the Meeting in St. Andrew's 
Street.' I do not mean they behave rudely, but 
it is an impleasaut interruption while I am pursuing 
a pleasing thought, or working up a passage. I 
cannot find a solitary walk about Cambridge." 

His belief in apparitions now increased ; he laid ' 
hold with eagerness of every tale of this kind. 
There was a report of a supernatural appearance, 
with a lambent flame issuing from its wings, at 
Gerard's Hostel Bridge. He told me, that he 
went one night, with another gentleman, at twelve 
o'clock, to see the spectre, but was disappointed. 
It turned out to be a sad trick by a mischievous 
gownsman, who had a pair of wings over his white 
surplice, with a phosphorus box, &c. However, 
he actually frightened a poor post-boy into fits. I 
believe the gownsman was afterwards rusticated, if 
not expelled. Another evening, when sitting alone 
with him in his rooms, the situation of which I 
have described, looking into the church-yard, he 
said, very gravely, "Sir, I have actually seen stones 
rising from those graves in rapid succession, and 
beat against the church tower, like boys playing at 
fives or tennis ; and I have frequently got up from 
my books to look, sir, but I could not see any 
body. Is not this very strange, sir ; how can you 
account for it? Then, again, sir, you know I 
always hang the key of my room on that nail 
where you see it ; and I have frequently seer 
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vibrate for some time." I dared not smile/ as he 
was so serious ; and there was no reasoning with 
him on the subject. Once, however, I ventured 
to do it. We supped together at the house of a 
mutual friend ; the servant being engaged, the lady 
went into the cellar to draw some beer, which 
Mr. Hall observed : — " Why, ma'am, have you 
been into the cellar at this time of night ? " * Yes, 
sir.* " Why, ma'am, I should have expected to 
have seen an apparition ; you believe in such 
things, I hope, ma'am?" The lady, who was 
very timid, said, tremblingly, * Yes, sir.' " That 
is right, ma'am; and I hope you inculcate the 
same notion into the minds of your children : — I 
should, if I had any. The beUef in jipirits is very 
useful and salutary; it produces a' tenderness of 
spirit and conscience, and will pregerve them from 
materialism, scepticism, and infidelity." * Excuse 
me, sir, I ventured to say, * I/do not think you 
Would.' " Why, not, sir ? " 'Because you cannot 
give the twofold idea to childpn, that all spirits^ 
good or bad, are under the power and control of a 
Superior Being ; and if they were to see any thing 
they need not be frightened, for nothing could 
hurt them, but by Divine permission.' " That is 
very true, sir ; but you find aU infidels deny 
spiritual existence, and supernatural appearances, 
&c. &c." There were many other circumstances 
which affected his mind, and brought on the 
lamentable crisis. To dissipate these feelings, he 
confined himself to his rooms, and took to a hard 
course of reading, and study of the Latin and 
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Greek authors,* and seldom went out, except to 
Meeting. One evening when I called upon him, 
lie said, ^^ I am glad you are come ; I shall be glad 
of recreation ; I have kept up my plan of set read- 
ing. Do you know, sir, for the last five or six 
weeks, I have read from five o'clock in the morning 
until seven or eight at night. I mean literally ' 
reading, sir, all that time, without ever going out, 
except now and then on an evening." He looked 
pale ; I said, * Sir, you will only injure your health 
by such hard study.' " Oh, sir," he replied, " I find 
I am obliged to do so ; I have no pleasure in walking 
out, and it occupies my mind : — ^besides, sir, you 
know I have many reading men in my congrega- j 
tion, and I must keep the upper hand. I should ' 
not like any of my hearers to know more than my- ^' 
self. I have given up reading modem publica- 
tions ; they are so jerbose ^ and I can get but few 
ideas from them : yet, when I take one up, I cannot 
lay it down till I have 'tread it through, sir ; then I 
am vexed and dissatisMed at the waste time : — 
besides, I like to go to t&e originals, sir, and drink 
at the fountain of knowledge." 

*' I have had a return of that pain in my back, 
sir : I think I shall take to smoking. I beg^n a 
few nights since, sir, and I will tell you how I 
managed. I smoked first for about five minutes, 
the next night for ten, and I did not feel any ill 

* On the last leaf of his Homer, now in the possession of the 
Re^. C. B. Woodman, is the following note, in Mr. Hall's own 
band writing:—" N. B. I finished the critical perusal of Homer for 
the second time, Jan. 21st, 1801.'' 
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effects arising fix)in it; but last night, I tried to 
smoke for a quarter of an hour, sir, and it made 
me quite sick and giddy, and I thought I should 
have fSaUen out of my chair, but I mean to perse- 
vere and conquer it." This was the origin of his 
becoming such a confirmed smoker; although he 
was clean in the practice, never making use of a 
spittoon. It is well known by his Mends that, in 
the latter period of his life, Mr. Hall was seldom 
without his pipe, not even on a journey ; and he 
frequently had recourse to it during the night. 

Shortly after this period he became restless and 
uneajsy, and took a house at Shelford, four miles 
from Cambridge. A few months subsequent to 
this he was visited with his malady, which, I am 
persuaded, was chiefly brought on by the previous 
circumstances. His mind had been overstretched 
by intense study, and by his attempting to push 
inquiries beyond the confines of human knowledge; 
he found himself baffled with difficulties, and be- 
came irritated. I was prevented, by business, 
from seeing him so often at Shelford as when at 
Cambridge, which he seldom visited, except for 
the purpose of attending the prayer-meeting on 
Thursday, and the services of the Sabbath. He 
had a room within two doors of the Meeting, to 
which he retired after morning service, at twelve 
o'clock until half-past two, where he prepared for 
the afternoon. He took nothing but tea until he 
had finished his labours, and then went, first to 
one of our houses, then to another, and took his 
dinner and tea at the same time. 
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In one of my last visits to him at Shelford, I 
found him in very hi^ spirits : he had been read* 
ing Foster's Essays. " There, sir," said he, " is 
a book — ^there has not been such a book printed . 
for years — the writer is quite a master spirit." / 
He was quite fiill of it, &c. &c. This was church 
meeting night at Cambridge; and as Mr. Hall 
kept a horse, he rode back with me. He was 
proud of his riding, talked about it, and gave me a 
lesson in horsemanship, and related the feats he 
had per&rmed when young. He certainly was 
a good rider, and sat well, until his back made the 
posture painful. I, noticed a flightiness in his 
manner, but as his health was better, as well as 
his spirits, I did not expect that his mighty mind 
would be so soon laid in ruins. I requested him 
to print a sermon which he had preached some 
litde time before. The text was 29th Deutero- 
nomy, the last verse: The secret things belong unto 
the Lord our God, but those things . which are 
revealed belong unto us and to our children for 
ever. — " Why, sir, I did not reserve any notes of 
it, I almost forget it. Do you remember how I 
treated it, sir ?" * Yes, sir, I think I can recollect. 
First, you noticed the decrees of the Divine Being; 
2dly, the mysteries of Christian truth; 3dly, as 
applicable to the concerns of human life.' " Aye, I 
remember it now, sir; I believe you axe right." 1 
again requested him to print it, and told him that I 
considered it to be one of the best sermons I ever 
heard him preach ; particularly the latter part of it. 
Here I reminded him of some of the remarks upon 
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the duty of a reliance on Providence, in our igno- 
rance of future life, &c., and named one instance 
where the sermon had been rendered useful. He 
replied, " Well, sir, I will think of it." Not many 
days after this, we received the mournful intelli- 
gence of hLs being out of his mind ; which threw all 
his friends into a state of the greatest consternation. 

It was in November, 1804. Mr. Newton Bos- 
worth, now of Tottenham, who was an intimate 
friend of Mr. Hall, and F. Thackeray, M.D. of 
Cambridge, were frequently vrith him when he 
was seized : consequently, they know more of his 
state of mind during his restraint at Shelford, than 
any two persons now living. I have heard them 
say, that during his lucid intervals, he requested 
them to kneel down, when he prayed with the 
greatest eloquence and sublimity. Dr. Thackeray, 
who is a churchman, told me that the finest parts 
in the Liturgy were scarcely to be compared to 
these prayers. 

I had long conceived, from the high opinion 
Mr. Hall frequently expressed of Sir James Mack- 
intosh, that he had made him his model of intel- 
lectual greatness. As soon as I heard of this 
confinement, I went over ; he was in bed. Being 
very ill, I heard, but could not see him. He was 
engaged in one continual stream of incoherent 
talk to himself in bed. I wept to hear him. He 
called upon Mackintosh, — " I shall be greater 
than Mackintosh: greater than Mackintosh! — I 
shall be greater than the angel Gabriel; I shall be 
next to the Lord Jesus Christ himself!" 
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It was determined by his friends at Cambridge, 
that he should be sent to Dr. Arnold's Infirmary, 
at Leicester : he was accordingly conveyed to that 
institution in a post-chaise the December follow- 
ing. The feeling of every heart was inconceivable. 
In the mean time, several respectable ministers 
at a distance offered their services to supply his 
pulpit, in the hope of his recovery, which were 
accepted. 

Under these circumstances it was deemed advis- 
able, as Mr. HaU had no fortime, to commence 
a subscription, and make a grand effort to support 
him, rather than entail an annual expense on the 
congregation. Accordingly, with the generous 
assistance of some of his friends in London, and 
other quarters, we immediately raised a fund of 
2,100^., 1,000/. of which was sunk in an annuity 
of 100/. a year for his Ufe, and taken by several of 
his friends in Cambridge ; the remaining 1,100/. 
was placed in the Navy five per-cents. in the names 
of trustees, with a trust deed, containing a power 
to dispose of it to the nearest of kin at his death, 
as he was not then married. 

After six weeks' confinement at Leicester, we 
received with joy a favourable account, and at the 
end of seven weeks he was liberated, when he 
visited his brother at Amsby. I went there to 
see him. He was from home when I arrived, but 
his brother informed me that he woidd drink tea 
that afternoon with the Rev. Mr. Davies, at Wig- 
stone. When I reached there, he had not arrived, 
but was expected from Enderby. Being too 
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impatient to wait, I rode to meet him. I shall 
never-forget that meeting. I observed him on horse- 
back in. a large enclosure, with another gentlemaj:^. 
He had no expectation of seeing me. As soon as 
I approached, he recognized me, and pulled off 
his glove to shake hands, qxdte overjoyed. He 
had all the appearance of a man just come out of 
the inquisition. He looked pale and emaciated. 
His eye had lost its brilliancy, his spirits were 
broken by severity and harshness. I flattered 
myself his first feeling was, * Now I have found 
a young man who will lay dovm his life for me.* 
We rode to Wigstone; there we spent the evening. 
He inquired after all Cambridge firiends, upon 
which subject I satisfied him, but was fearful of 
alluding in the slightest degree to his late unfor- 
tunate situation. He however soon broke the 
silence, and to my surprise, with a heart full of 
injuries, discovered to me all the " secrets of bis 
prison-house," with his feelings and usage at the 
time. When we parted, I promised to see him 
again in a week or ten days : he rode with me as 
far as Leicester. 

At the appointed period I paid him a second 
visit, and found him with his brother at Amsby. 
His health and spirits were greatly improved. His 
usual vivacity had returned. He again entered 
into a detail of his sufferings during his confine- 
ment, in the presence of his brother and sister, 
who w6re also very loud in their complaints. His 
brother said that he had frequently called, but was 
not suffered to see him. Mr. Hall enumerated 
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some of the evils of his situation^ in the following 
manner : — " Sir, they took away my watch, and 
confined me in a place which overlooked the ward 
in which were a number of pauper lunatics, prac- 
tising all manner of ludicrous anticks. Sir, this 
sight was enough to make me ten times worse; 
they were as mad as March hares. I was at times 
quite insensible. I don't believe Dr. Arnold was 
aware how I was treated by a lazy keeper. Do 
you know, sir, to save himself a little time and 
trouble (being winter), the feUow came at five 
o'clock, and fiustened me down upon my bed, 
where I could not stir either hand or foot, till 
about eight o'clock the next morning. During 
this time I had many lucid intervals ; he had no 
business to leave me, sir, so long, but it was to 
enable him to go away sooner. You cannot 
conceive the horror of my situation, when I found 
myself perfectly sensible," &c. &c. — " Now, sir, I 
hope and entreat, if ever I am taken ill again, 
you will use all your influence to prevent my being 
sent there a second time. It is a very mistaken 
notion, that severity is requisite. MUd treatment, 
with proper restraint and kindness, is all that is 
necessary in such cases. There is nothing so 
beneficial as private confinement, with proper me- 
dical attendance, to prevent abuses by unfeeling 
keepers." Then with great energy he repeated 
the request, " I must beg, sir, you wiU do all in 
your power to prevent such treatment in case of a 
relapse." His brother and sister were equally 
urgent. After this, we walked out in the village 
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in which he was born, and where his father 
preached. He pointed out the places where he 
had played at this game and the other, when a 
boy. Then he took me into the meeting-house, 
w;hich had been recently rebuilt, and expatiated 
on the architecture. " Only look, sir, at that 
fret-work on those windows. What do these 
villagers know about fret-work ? places should be 
suitable to the habits of the worshippers. I like 
to see them neat and simple. Why, sir, one of 
the deacons is a very pious man, but he goes to 
Work at a shilling a day ; my brother frequently 
employs him. Why, sir, what does he know 
about fret-work? &c. &c. Then, sir, they had 

a minister, Mr. , who used to quote long 

passages of Grreek in the pulpit. Only think, sir; 
what could these people know about Greek ? how 
absurd, sir !" 

The whole strain of his conversation was so 
natural, that I was quite satisfied as to his reco- 
very. When about to leave him, he said, " I will 
go virith you a little way, and point out the best 
road across the country to Market Harborough." — 
After laying down the cross roads very correctly, 
he continued, " Now I will tell you a profound 
secret ; I mean, sir, to return to Cambridge, but 
I have no idea that I shall be able to remain 
there; you know my feelings and objections to 
the place, but I feel myself bound in duty and 
gratitude to return, and to make the trial, but do 
not mention a word of this to any body." I pro- 
mised to observe secresy, and to comply with his 
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request relative to his treatment in case of a 
relapse. 

The month of April was fixed for his return to 
Cambridge, and the late Rev. T. Toller, of Ket- 
tering, as an old friend, was invited to accompany 
him, and to preach one part of the day in order 
that Mr. HaU might resume his situation by 
degrees. He came to the house of Mr. W. Hol- 
lick, the senior deacon. We were all delighted to 
see him again in his own pulpit. The following 
morning I called on him, and found him somewhat 
dejected. I commenced the conversation by say- 
ing, * We were greatly delighted to see you once 
more in your pulpit, sir. It was a serious and 
admirable discourse. I quite enjoyed it,' &c. " O 
do not say any thing about it, sir, I shall never be 
the preacher I was. I find I have lost the prin- 
cipal faculty that distinguished my preaching, 
which was imagination ; you know that was my 
forte, sir ; all my imagination has been over- 
stretched. You, with the rest of my fiiends, tell 
me that I was only seven weeks in confinement, 
and the date of the year corresponds, so that I am 
bound to believe you, but they have appeared to 
me like seven years. My mind was so excited, 
and my imagination so lively and active, that more 
ideaa passed through my mind during those seven 
weeks than in any seven years of my life. What- 
ever I had obtained fi-om reading or reflection was 
present to me ; I had all my ideas at my fingers* 
ends, and could bring them to bear upon any 
subject." 

D 
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I endeavoured to console him^ and had the satis- 
faction to leave him in better spirits. He was 
very much occupied, during Mr. Toller*s stay, in 
visiting his friends. As he could not bring his 
mind to settle in Cambridge, or at Shelford, he 
took a house at Foulmire, nine miles from Cam- 
bridge : we therefore saw very Uttle of him. He 
was, however, very punctual in coming over on 
the Sabbath, and generally remained all night, 
and the same on the lecture evening. The pecu- 
liar doctrines of the gospel became more prominent 
in4iis discourses, which were more argumentative, 
c>- but less brilliant and imaginative, than before his 
illness. 

In addition to many other expressions of attach- 
ment and congratulation upon his recovery, Mr. 
Hall received the following letter from his early 
friend and associate. Sir James Mackintosh, at 
that time Recorder of Bombay. As-^itJ&^qually 
creditable to the talents and feelings of the writer, 
I shall transcribe it for the gratification of the 
reader : — 

" Bombay, Sept 21, 1805. 

" My Dear Hall, 

" I believe that in the hurry of leaving England^ 
I did not answer the letter which you wrote to me 
in Dec. 1803. I did not, however, forget your 
interesting young friend, from whom I have had 
one letter from Constantinople, and to whom I 
have twice written at Cairo, where he now is. No 
request of yours could indeed be lightly esteemed 
by me. 
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" It happened to me a few days ago, in drawing 
up (merely for my own use) a short sketch of my 
life, that I had occasion to give a futhfiil statement 
of my recollection of the circimistances of my first 
acquaintance with you. On the most impartial 
survey of my early life, I could see nothing which ! 
tended so much to excite and invigorate my under- j 
standing, and to direct it towards high, though, j 
perhaps, scarcely accessible objects, as my intimacy \ 
with you. Five and twenty yeaa*s are now past 
since we first met ; but hardly any thing has oc- 
curred since which has made a deeper and more 
agreeable impression on my mind. I now remem- 
ber the extraordinary imion of brilliant &ncy with 
acute intellect, which would have excited more 
admiration than it has done, if it had been dedi- t 
cated to the amusement of the great and learned, ^ 
instead of being consecrated to the far more noble i 
office of consoling, instructing, and reforming the 
poor and the forgotten. 

" It was then too early for me to discover that 
extreme purity which, in a mind preoccupied with 
the low realities of life, would have been no natural 
companion of so much activity and ardour, but 
which thoroughly detached you from the world, 
and made you the inhabitant of regions where alone 
it is possible to be always active without impurity, 
and where the ardour of your sensibility had un- 
bounded scope, amidst the inexhaustible combina- 
tions of beauty and excellence. 

" It is not given to us to preserve an exact 
medium. Nothing is so difficult as to decide how 
d2 
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much ideal models ought to be combined with 
experience ; how much of the future should be 
let into the present, in the progress of the human 

j mind. To ennoble and purify without raising us 

/ above the sphere of our usefulness ; to qualify us 
for what we ought to seek, without unfitting us 
for that to which we must submit ; are great and 
difiicult problems, which can be but imperfectly 
solved. 

" It is certain the child may be too manly, not 
only for his present enjoyment, but for his future 
progress. Perhaps, my good friend, you have 
fallen into this error of superior natures ; from this 
error has, I think, arisen the calamity with which it 
has pleased Providence to chasten you, which, to a 
mind less fortified with reason and religion, I 

/ should not dare to mention, but which I really 
consider in you as little more than the indignant 
struggle of a pure mind with the base realities 
which surround it — the fervent aspirations after 
regions more congenial to it — and a momentary 
blindness produced by the fixed contemplation of 
objects too bright for human vision. I may say in 

., this case, in a far grander sense than that in which 
the words were originally spoken by the great 
poet — 

" * And yet the light which led astray was light from Heaven/ 

" On your return to ics, you must surely have 
found consolation in the only terrestrial produce 
which is pure and truly exquisite ; in the affections 
and attachments which you have inspired, and 
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which you were most worthy to inspire, and which 
no hmnan pollutions can rob of their heavenly 
nature. If I were to prosecute the reflections, and 
indulge the feelings, which at this moment fill my 
mind, I should soon venture to doubt whether, for 
a calamity derived from such a source, and at- 
tended with such consolations, I should yield so 
fer to the views and opinions of men, as to seek to 
condole with you. But I check myself, and I 
exhort you, my most worthy friend, to check your 
best propensities, for the sake of obtaining their 
object. 

" You cannot live for men, without living with 
them. Serve God by the active service of men. 
Contemplate more the good you can do, than the ( 
evil which you can only lament. Allow yourself 
to see the great lovelioess of human virtue, amidst 
all its imperfections ; and employ your moral ima- 
gination not so much by bringing it into contrast 
with the model of ideal perfection, as in gently 
blending some of the fairer colours of the latter 
with the brighter hues of real experienced excel- 
lence; thus heightening the beauty instead of 
broadening the shade which must surround us till 
we waken from this dream on other spheres of 
existence. My habits of life have not been fa- 
vourable to this train of meditation. I have been 
too busy or too trifling. My nature perhaps would 
have been better consulted if I had been placed in 
a quieter station, where specidation might have 
been my business, and visions of the fair and good 
my chief recreation. 
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" When I approach you, I feel a powerftil 
attraction towards this, which seems the natural 
destiny of my mind ; but habit opposes obstacles, 
and duty calls me off, and reason frowns on him 
who wastes that reflection on a destiny, indepen- 
dent of him, which he ought to reserve for actions 
of which he is the master. 

" In another letter I may write to you on mis- 
cellaneous subjects; at present I cannot bring 
myself to speak of them. Let me hear from you 
soon and often. 

" Farewell ! my dear friend, 

" Yours ever most faithfiilly, 
" James Mackintosh." 

In the month of November follovdng, which was 
about seven months after Mr. Hall's first confine- 
ment, he was suddenly visited again with his awfrd 
malady. There were not the previous indications 
as in his former illness. 

On the Sabbath, which was our sacrament day, 
he absented himself from the morning service. 
One of the members prayed, and Mr. W. Hollick, 
the deacon, read a sermon. After service, inquiries 
were made, a consultation was held, but nothing 
could be ascertained ; we had but little doubt, how- 
ever, from his previous punctuality, that he was iH 
at Foulmire. 

Our fears were unhappily realized. He entered 
the meeting in the afternoon about ten minutes 
after the time. As he walked up the aisle, he turned 
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to look at the clock. I knew by the wildness of 
his appearance, that it was all over. He went 
into the vestry, from thence, with a hurried step, 
into the pulpit. He gave out the hymn, read the 
Scriptures, and prayed very coherently, but in a 
strange and hurried manner. He then gave out 
the second hymn, and selected for his text Heb. 
xii. 2 : Looking unto Jems the author and finisher 
of our faith ; who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set 
down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

He appeared tolerably collected tiU he com- 
menced the second part of the subject : — The par- 
ticular seasons in which it was peculiarly necessary 
to look unto Jesus. The first was in the period 
of temptation, under satanic influence — " for that 
there is a devil,*' said he, " who, as a roaring lion, 
goeth about seeking whom he may devour, is as 
true from the word of God as that there is a 
God. — I say there is a devil, and there are many 
devils.** Then he became quite incoherent. The 
effect on his audience cannot be described; we 
looked one to another with surprise, not knowing 
what to do. As a junior, I looked to the senior 
deacons, expecting that one of them would go to 
the pulpit and request him to come down ; but the 
general feeling was — let him alone. In a few 
minutes, he recovered himself, raised his hand to 
his forehead, stopped, and said, " My friends, I 
beg pardon, my head is very bad this afternoon" — 
dropped the subject of temptation, went on with 
the other division of his subject connectedly, and 
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closed; gave out the third hymn, and concluded 
with prayer and the benediction. 

The place was crowded ; there were more young 
noblemen, fellow-commoners, and undergraduates, 
who witnessed the scene, than I ever remember to 
have seen before or since. He immediately came 
down, and went into the vestry ; no one went to 
him, not knowing what to do, as it was ordinance 
day. The congregation had dispersed; the mem- 
bers of the church waited in silent suspense. He 
ordered the cloth to be laid, and the elements to be 
brought out as usual ; then entered the table-seat 
more composed, and administered the sacrament to 
us in a solemn and collected manner — ^pronounced 
the benediction, and dismissed us. Just as we were 
leaving our seats he called out vehemently, " Stop! 
stop ! my Mends ; I have something very important 
to commimicate to you. I have to inform you that 
the Millennium is come; — that period which we 
have been waiting for, hoping for, and prajdng for 
so long, is at length come ; let us all kneel down and 
bless God that we have lived to see this day." He 
then offered up a prayer, in a strain o£ the wildest 
sublimity. 

On his return from the meeting, he saw in the 
gateway of the Castle Inn, one of his old members, 
named Thurlbone. " Ah, Master Thurlbone, how 
do you do? Be faithful imto death, be faithfrd 
unto death, and you shall have a crown of life." 
This the good old man, (who did not live to see 
Mr. Hall again) said was as a voice continually 
sounding in his ears. When Mr. Hall recovered, 
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I mentioned the circumstance to him, but I found 
that he did not recollect it. 

Mr. Hall then went to the residence of Mr. T. 
Nutter, but was very restless and uneasy the whole 
of the evening. He walked about the bed-room 
during the greater part of the night, took his 
horse early in the morning, and rode to his own 
house at Fouhnire. Two of his Cambridge friends 
followed him for the purpose of quieting his mind. 
When he perceived them, he went to his bureau 
and ftimished himself with money to the amoimt 
of seventy pounds, then ran into the stable and 
saddled his horse, and, without waiting to receive 
ih&xi,, galloped across the fields to an inn at 
Royston. His friends followed him, but could 
not prevail on him to remain there. He would 
go to London, mounted his horse, and rode to 
Waltham Cross, twelve miles from that city. He 
was taken back the following day to his house at 
Foiilmire, where his own plan of private confine- 
ment was tried, but it did not succeed. I went 
over for the purpose of seeing him, but he would 
not allow any person to be admitted. I however 
caught a view of him through the parlour window ; 
he was pacing the room, and evidently saw me, but 
appeared like a man walking and talking in his 
sleep ; his looks were wild, and his eyes dim. A 
consultation was held after a lapse of two or three 
weeks, to consider the propriety of sending him 
back to Leicester. I then related the particular 
instructions he had previously given me in case of 
a relapse : his senior friends however resolved to 
d3 
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send him to Leicester, and assigned as a reason, 
the fact that persons afliicted with such disorders 
invariably complain of harsh treatment. 

On the following day, Mr. HaU's brother, from 
Amsby, came to my house. He was sadly dis- 
tressed, and wept bitterly. He was aware of 
Mr. Hall's aversion to Leicester, and requested me 
to correspond, in his name, with Mr. James, of 
Bristol, upon the subject. I did so, and the result 
was, that Mr. Hall was conveyed to the institution 
at the Fish Ponds, then conducted by Dr. Cox. 

His brother in the mean time went to Foulmire, 
for the purpose of seeing him, and met with a 
similiar reception to myself. He was only per- 
mitted to see Mr. Hall through the window, and 
then returned to me in a distressed state of mind. 
They never met again ; this only brother died of an 
apoplectic fit shortly afterwards. After Mr. Hall's 
recovery, this circumstance affected him much. He 
told me that he remembered seeing his brother 
through the window, and requested me to relate 
every circumstance, and the particulars of the diffi- 
culties which I had to encounter, in preventing 
him from being sent to Leicester, expressing at the 
same time his obligations in the kindest manner. 
This circumstance may in some measure account for 
the large share in his affections which I afterwards 
enjoyed. He has since frequently conversed with 
me on the painfrd subject of his illness, and courted 
rather than avoided the conversation when we were 
alone. 

Li a few months he recovered, owing to the mild 
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and kind treatment practised by Dr. Cox at the 
Fish Ponds; and expatiated, in the warmest terms, 
on the superior management of that institution ; * 
as a proof of which he never had a relapse. Dr. Cox 
gave him some directions calcidated to prevent a 
return of the complaint. The three principal things 
were, first, that he must leave Cambridge entirely; 
secondly, that he must practise smoking, as a 
composing habit; thirdly, that he must enter the 
marriage state, in order to relieve the solitude of 
single life. He therefore sent in his resignation 
of the pastoral office. The following is a copy of 
his letter to the church. 

" March 4, 18(m. 

^^ Dear Brethren, 

^' A succession of afflictive dispensations has 
brought me to a resolution of resigning the pas- 
toral office, which I have for a considerable number 
g£ years exercised among you. I cannot reflect 
on the numberless and decisive proo& you have 
affi)rded me of your attachment during that perir^'' 
without the warmest gratitude, nor think of a fi] 
separation without great regret. No people e^ 
received the ministerial services of their pasi 
with more candour, or evinced on every occasi 
a greater solicitude to contribute to his happine 
It is not necessary to dwell at large on the circu 
stances which have determined me to relinqui 
the situation which I have so long held : they i 

* This excellent establishment is now conducted by Dr. Be 
pass, a gentleman of whose skill Mr. Hall entertained a very h 
opinion, and whose friendship he much valued. 
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partly local, in the strictest sense of the word, 
and in part arise from my recent illness, which 
suggests the propriety of suspending the ministerial 
fimctions for the present. 

^^ The dissolution of that union which has sub- 
sisted with such uninterrupted harmony, is the 
work of Providence, whose operations are often 
mysterious, but always infinitely wise and gracious. 

" Permit me, my dear brethren, at parting with 
you, to express the deep and unalterable sense 
I shall ever feel of the candour, kindness, and 
generosity, I have uniformly experienced at your 
hands. You will ever have a distinguished place 
in my affections and my prayers. It is my earnest 
prayer, that the truths it has been my humble 
endeavour to inculcate among you, may take deeper 
and deeper root in your hearts and lives ; that you 
may obey from the heart that form of doctrine into 
which you have been deUvered. May our separa- 
tion not be final and eternal ; but may we be so 
preserved and sanctified by divine grace, that, 
when the transitory days of our mortal pilgrimage 
are concluded, we may be permitted to spend a 
blissful eternity together. Let me make it my 
earnest request, that you will be careful to choose 
a minister whose heart is truly devoted to God, 
and who is determined, like the great apostle, to 
know nothing among you, save Jesus Christy and him 
crucified. That your faith may increase exceedingly, 
and your love one towards another may abound 
more and more, till you arrive at the fulness of the 
stature of perfect men in Christ, and are presented 
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before him unblamable in holiness, is the habitual 
and earnest prayer of your late unworthy pastor, 
and affectionate friend, 

" Robert Hall." 

the baptist church at cambridge to the 
rev. robert hall. 

IN REPLY TO THE PRECEDING. 

" Dear Brother, 

" Though your letter, containing your resig- 
nation of the pastoral office amongst us, had been 
expected, in consequence of an intimation pre- 
viously communicated by you, it was received by 
us with deep regret; yet, we trust, in the spirit 
of humble submission to that all-wise Providence, 
which has seen fit to dissolve the union that has so 
long and so happily subsisted between us. Be 
assured, you will ever hold a distinguished place 
in our most affectionate remembrances; nor shall 
we forget you in our mingled supplications at 
the footstool of divine mercy. We hope ever to 
preserve a grateM recollection of your long and 
faithful services. We bear you witness, that the 
prevailing desire of your heart, and the constant 
object of your labours, was to disseminate amongst 
us the knowledge of the true God, and of Jesus 
Christ, whom he hath sent ; and to fit us, by divine 
grace, for the enjoyment of a future world. And 
we pray, that the important truths which you have 
so repeatedly and energetically inculcated, may 
constantly be adhered to by us. In the loss of 
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such a pastor, we have sustained a deprivation 
of no common magnitude ; but, while we lament 
the painfiil separation which has taken place, we 
desire to mingle, with feelings of sorrow on our 
own account, those of sincere thanksgiving on 
yours. We rejoice that God has restored you; 
and we pray that your health and strength may 
long be preserved; and that He, who appoints 
the bounds of our habitation, will direct you to 
whatever place may be most conducive to your 
permanent health and happiness. As frequently 
as possible, we hope you will fiivour us with your 
friendly visits. The real and ardent friendship 
which subsists betwixt us, it is our sincere desire, 
should continue through our mortal existence, and 
gather fresh strength by every ftiture interview; 
and we feel no hesitation in believing, that it 
will survive the grave, and be perpetuated to im- 
mortal ages. 

^' In the choice of your successor, we wish to be 
guided by the motives you recommend, and the 
principles you have so frequently inculcated ; and 
we entreat an interest in your prayers, that the great 
Head of the Church will supply us with one zealous 
for his honour, and qualified to feed the people of 
his charge with the bread of immortal life. 

" Now, dear brother, with the greatest aifection, 
^ we commend you to God, and to the good word 
of his grace.' 

** Signed at the desire, and on behalf, of the 
whole church, this 16th day of March, 1806. 

" William Hollick." 
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PART II. 

FROM THE PERIOD OF MR. HALL*S RESIGNATION 
OF THE PASTORAL OFFICE AT CAMBRIDGE, TO 
HIS REMOVAL FROM LEICESTER TO BRISTOL; 

After leaving the Fish Ponds, Mr. Hall went to 
the house of a relation who resided at Enderby, 
a village near Leicester. He preached occasionally 
in the neighbourhood, previously to his accepting 
the pastoral office at Harvey Lane Meeting. 
About this time he married the present Mrs. Hall, 
whom he first met at the house of the Rev. Mr* 
Edmonds, then pastor of the Church at Clipstone. 
The particulars attending these events I leave to 
his biographer, as they did not come immediately 
under my notice. I think that more than two 
years elapsed before I saw him again. He had 
been engaged to preach at Dunstable, in Bedford- 
shire, which I visited for the purpose of meeting 
him. His text on the Sabbath morning was 
12th of John, 86th verse : in the afternoon, he 
expounded the fourth Psalm. We spent the even- 
ing alone, at his request, as he was anxious to 
receive a particular account of his friends at Cam- 
bridge: there was scarcely an individual about 
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whom he did not appear interested. A consider- 
able time having elapsed since his last visit to 
Cambridge, my object was to persuade him to go 
there, which he promised to do as soon as he could 
summon sufficient resolution. I breakfasted with 
him the following morning. On my rising to 
leave, he would not suffer me to go, but earnestly 
requested that I would spend more time with him, 
and drive him in my gig to Amsby, where he was 
ei^aged to preach on Tuesday. It was too great 
a temptation for me to resist: and I consented. 
He was then a confirmed smoker, and had his 
pipe put into the gig for the purpose of lighting 
it at the first turnpike. We left Dunstable abouj 
twelve o'clock, and renewed our conversation upon 
the state of the congregation at Cambridge. Mr. 
Hall was succeeded in the pastoral office by Mr. 
now Dr. Cox, for whom he entertained the highest 
regaitl. " Sir, I often have the scene before me: 
J could always tell when the people were pleased 
with my preaching," He then personally alluded 
to a few who were remarkable in their manner of 

hearing. " There is Mr. , I could always 

tell when he was pleased: did you ever observe, 
sir^ — he would bend his head forward, accom- 
panied with a nod of approbation, and a smile of 

satisfaction. And there was Mr. , he used 

to raise himself, and elevate his neck and chin, as 
if he would not lose a word. And there was old 

Mr. , who sat to the right, he was a very 

pious man, sir ; I always knew when I said any 
thing savoury; he would immediately stand up. 
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and move his mouth and his lips (describing the 
motion) as if he were chewing the cud, and the 
words were sweet in his mouth. O, sir, I could 
always tell when my people were pleased, and 
when the subject told, from their manner of hear- 
ing." He then delineated their characters, dispo* 
sitions and circumstances; and made particular 
inquiry respecting the prosperity of the church, 
the dass of subjects selected by the minister, his 
style of preaching, &c. — and concluded with a 
warm panegyric : " They were an amiable people : 
I often think of them, sir ; they have been very 
kind to me ; I was sorry to be obliged to leave 
them." 

The road where we travelled was new to me, 
but familiar to him. " Sir," said he, " this is the 
great Holyhead road." His knowledge of the 
country was very accurate; and he took great 
delight in explaining the different directions of the 
roads. ** Sir, I will tell you a good plan whic^^ 
you may adopt when you are travelling. I always 
imagine myself an insect upon a map, looking 
one way and then another, as if it were inquiring 
the way, before it crawled along : by this method 
I have found, at the end of my journey, that I 
had a complete map in my mind, with the relative 
situation of all the principal towns and gentlemen*s 
aeats: and you will find the plan very amusing, 
especially when you are travelling by a stage-coach, 
and have not interesting company." J 

Speaking of * * *, a work of considerable 
celebrity, on his admiring the richness of the 



d by Google 



66 REMINISCENCES OF 

thoughts, I said, the sentences are so involved, 
and the periods so long, that after reading them 
over repeatedly, I covld not understand them» 
I instanced a gentleman, who, though possessed 
of considerable powers of mind, experienced the 
same difficulty. * I never have that difficulty with 
either of your sermons, or with your printed com- 
positions.* He replied, " I can tell you the reason 
[ of that, sir : I am so uncommonly stupid, that, 
, unless I see a subject from beginning to end as 
plain as a pike-staff, I cannot explain it to others* 
Sir, some people think I know a great deal, but 
I am very ignorant ; I see that much more is to 
be learnt in every department of knowledge : new 
prospects continually open upon me, and exhibit a 
boundless field for inquiry," &c. &c. 

We came to a town where we dined. He said, 
" Now, sir, if you please, I should Uke to call on 

Mr. , a dissenting minister, after dinner, and 

have a pipe. He is a very eccentric old gentle* 
man ; but if he should hear that I have passed 
through without caljing to see him, he will be very 
much hurt, and think I have slighted him. Old 
people are very sensitive on that point, sir.*' I 
said, ^ Sir, the only objection is, that we shall not 
be able to reach Northampton to-night, unless 
you determine not to remain with him long.* He 
promised that he would not; but, knowing his 
habits, I was a&aid of being detained. However 
we called, and found the old gentleman at home. 
He did not at first recoUect Mr. Hall's person. 
Mr. Hall broke the silence by saying, " Mr. Greene 
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of Cambridgey sir.*' Immediately I added, ^ Mr. 
Hall of Leicester, formerly of Cambridge, sir.' 

* Wbat ! do I see Mr. Hall?' said the old gentle- 
man. Then, calling the servant, ^ Tell my son 
Mr. HaU is here.' " No," said Mr. Hall, " we 
can't stay ; we must go on to Northampton to-night : 
I can only just take a pipe with you." * You 
must not take a pipe till you have had some re- 
freshment : come, walk into my library while tea 
is being prepared.' He certainly had a very fine 
collection of theological works. " Well," said Mr. 
Hall in a playful mood to the old gentleman, 
'* who is your favourite author among the English 
divines ?" * O, Dr. Owen,' said the old gentle- 
i^ian ; ^ I think he is the best writer in the English 
language.' ** I can't think how you can like Dr. 
Owen," said Mr. Hall ; ** I can't read him with 
any patience ; I never read a page of Dr. Owen, 
sir, without finding some conAision in his thoughts, 
either a truism or a contradiction in terms." 

* How can you say so, Mr. Hall ? I read Dr. 
Owen the last thing at night, and the first in the 
morning, and put him under my pillow.' This 
roused Mr. Hall. *^ I do not care for that, sir : 
where is the volume, sir ? I will make good my 
assertion." It was brought and given to him. 
" Now, sir, what part did you read last?" The 
page being pointed out, he quickly discovered 
a sentence, and read it. *^ Now, sir," said he, 
" what do you think of that ? Is not that a 
truism?" * Why, yes, I believe it is,' said the 
old gentleman. Then fixing on another passage. 
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which he read; " Is not that a contradiction in 
terms, sir?" * I believe it is,' was the reply. 
" Well, then, I have made good my assertion. 
Now, sir, what do you think of your favourite 
Dr. Owen ? Who is the first writer in the English 
language now, sir?" ' O,' said the old gentleman, 
* Mr. Hall of Leicester' This compliment abashed 
Mr. Hall, and he hurried the tea. As soon as we 
had done, Mr. Hall became impatient for the 
promised pipe. There being some delay in bring- 
ing it, the old gentleman called for it a second 
time, querulously.—' Sarah, why don't you bring 
the pipe? Y,yery hodj forgets me, now/' Then 
rising and addressing Mr. Hall, he said, * Let us 
return thanks : ' and in the first sentence, with 
the same breath, he said, * O Lord, we thank thee 
that thou art an exception/' I looked at Mr. 
HaU, who had risen from his chair : and appeared 
perfecdy astonished. After this he finished his 
pipe, and then we hastened to the inn. The 
moment we had left the house, Mr. Hall said, 
" Only think, sir, of the old gentleman making 
such a joke in prayer. He is a truly pious man, 
sir, but has many singularities." He proceeded to 
relate some anecdotes respecting him, which, with 
the above adventure, and Mr. Hall's opinions of 
Dr. Owen's writings, against which it is well 
known he had a great prejudice,* were the sub- 
jects of conversation till we reached Northampton. 

• The following particulars of a similar conversation may not be 
uninteresting to the reader. They have been kindly communicated 
to the Editor by the Rev. J. H. Cox, now of Uley, in Gloucester- 
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After our arrival, a lay preacher called upon 
liiin, and asked him what he considered was the 
lowest measure of saving grace, which was neces- 

shire, author of " Jesus showing Mercy," and other excellent 
works. After mentioning several other circumstances, Mr. C. 
observes : — " I had also the pleasure of spending the evening with 
Mr. Hall, at St Alban's. He was smoking by the fireside, lost in 
thought ' Yes,' and * No,' were all that could be drawn from him. 
The master of the house beckoned to me to retire. I perfectly 
understood him, and presently he joined me. * Sir,' said he, 
' what is to be done ? we cannot get a word from Mr. Hall.' 
* Change chairs with me, sir,' I replied, * and, if I am not mis- 
taken, you will not be long suffering disappointment' On our 
return to the room, 1 took a seat near Mr. Hall, and, after a short 
pause, in a subdued tone of voice, but sufficiently loud to be heard 
by the company, I addressed him, by inquiring which he considered 
to be the best writer, "John Howe or Dr. Owen. * Sir, sir,' he 
replied, ' you are a man of sense, and can judge for yourself. Sir,' 
he added, * Bogue and Bennett tell us, that rather than students 
should not purchase Howe's works, they should sell their shirt»; 
and such is the superiority of Owen, that, if destitute of other 
means for procuring his writings, they should sell the bed from 
under them.' I said, ' Sir, I prefer both the style and divinity of 
Howe to Dr. Owen.* * I am glad of it, sir,' replied Mr. Hall ; * it 
shews your good sense.' Determined to fan the fire that was 
kindling, I ventured to ask another question, by saying, that it 
became me to be diffident of my own judgment ; and therefore, if 
lie would be so good as to give me his opinion of Dr. Owen, I should 
be much obliged- His reply was, * Sir, he is a double-Dutchman, 
floundering in a continent of mud.' As might be expected, we 
were all alive. Considering this to be rather too sweeping a 
censure, I said, * But, sir, you will allow that some, at least, of the 
doctor's practical works are excellent' Mr. Hall was inexorable, 
and the conversation on this subject terminated, by his saying, 
* Yes, sir ; to those who have sense enough to understand them.' 
The subject of the restoration of fallen intelligences was then 
introduced, and, with the exception of an occasional short pause, 
lie riveted our attention till the abbey clock struck twelve. I 
wished, from my heart, that it had been silenced ; but we must 
wait for uninterrupted activity of mind till we enjoy, as Howe ob- 
serves, * the rest and repose of the soul amidst infinite delights.' " 
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sary for a Christian to possess before he entered 
heaven. Mr. Hall, being fatigued, was not dis- 
posed for conversation ; and thinking the good man 
had more zeal than knowledge, simply replied, it 
was a question to which he did not know how to 
reply. " A Christian should endeavour to obtain 
the largest measures of grace. Add to your faith 
virtue, to virtue knowledge, temperance, patience, 
godliness, brotherly kindness, and charity, ^c. ^c. ; 
that so an abundant entrance may be administered 
unto you, into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ.'* 

When we parted for the night, Mr. Hall said, 
" Now, sir, mind, we must be up early in the 
morning, we must start at six o'clock ; I hope you 
will be punctual." * O sir,' I replied, * you may 
depend upon me, but I have my doubts about you. 
I shall call for you precisely at six.' " I hope you 
will, sir ; you know I have to preach to-morrow, 
and I shall be sure to be up ; for we must be at 
Amsby by half-past ten." However, when I called 
the next morning at six, he was in bed and fast 
asleep. I waited for him half an hour. As soon 
as he was ready, he apologized for over-sleeping 
himself. When he got into the gig with his pipe, 
he said, " Now, sir, as you never were in North- 
ampton before, I must shew you the Market-Hill ; 
it is not far out of the way ; and is a fine place." 
I expressed some little disappointment, and said, 
though larger, I did not think it was equal to the 
Market-Place at Cambridge. He inquired my 
reasons for thinking so. I replied, there was no 
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uniformity in the shops; there were some very 
large houses^ and some very small ones ; and it 
had not the business appearance of Cambridge. 
However, he persisted in his opinion ; and, seeing 
that it was useless to oppose him, I dropped the 
subject. 

We breakfasted at Welford. Soon after we 
started, I regretted that we had lost so much 
time, and was for pushing on. He said, " O, 
never mind, sir ; mine is the second part of the 
service, and they will not be surprised if I am 
not in time. I have no character for punctuality, 
therefore I have nothing to lose: the only asto- \ 
nishment would be to see me in time. But now, 
sir, if you please, we will not talk any more ; I 
hope you will excuse it: I must prepare my 
sermon. As we have been together ever since 
Sunday afternoon, I have had no time to think 
what I am to preach about." He then laid him- 
self back in the gig, and I expected we were not 
to have another word till we reached Amsby : but 
in less than ten minutes he rose up, and said, 
" 0, Mr. Greene, what do you think of that con- 
troversy between Dr. Gregory, the Edinburgh 
reviewers, and Professor Playfidr?" I told him 
what I had read of it, and the particulars which 
I had received from Dr. Gregory. He continued 
the conversation till we were in sight of Amsby. 

On observing a crowd of people in a close, 
Mr. Hall said, " I believe they are holding the 
service in the open air ; if so, I am determined I 
won't preach in that situation. It is much better 
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to preach in the meeting, sir ; and if all cannot be 
accommodated, part of them had better remain 
outside, especially as it is a fine day/' On our 
arrival, we found that the service had commenced 
nearly half an hour. While I was attending to 
I the horse, the Rev. Andrew Fuller came to me, 
and inquired from whence I brought Mr. Hall. 
I told him from Dunstable. He asked me where 
he was gone. I said I did not know, I lost him 
in a minute. ' Pray, Mr. Fuller, what part do 
you take to-day in the service V ' O, I have no 

particular part. Mr. takes the principal 

part of the service here to-day.* He then went 
in pursuit of Mr. HaU. In a few minutes I fol- 
lowed ; and, after some inquiries, found Mr. Hall 
in a private room, with a pipe, his Bible, and 
some tea before him. I said, * Mr. Fuller has 
been looking for you, sir: have you seen him?' 
" No, I have not : what part of the service does 
he take to-day ? " * O, sir, he says he has no par- 
ticular part assigned him : Mr. takes the 

lead to-day.' " Why, sir, this is extraordinary : 
you must know, sir, that Mr. Fuller is always at 
the head of these associations. What did he say ? 
How did he look ? Did not Andrew appear cut ? 
Well, it is the first time Mr. was the prin- 
cipal figure in a piece : but every one has his day. 
His time is short, and I hope he will make the 
best of it." I mentioned to Mr. Fuller Mr. Hall's 
determination not to preach in the open air. As 
it was a double service, they adjourned till the 
afternoon, when Mr. Hall preached, in the Meeting 
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House^ a very striking sermon^ from the second 
chapter of the Revelation, and the first verse: 
UtUo the angel of the church at Ephesu* write; 
These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars 
in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the 
seven golden candlesticks, 

I took no notes of the sermon at the time ; but, 
as far as my memory serves, Mr. Hall pursued the 
following ideas. That Jesus Christ was the Author 
and Source of all moral and spiritual light. When 
he came into the world, he said, I am the light of 
Ufcy I am the light of the world ; he that heUeveth in 
me shall not walk in darkness. He came to dissi- 
pate the darkness of the earth, and the gross 
darkness which covered the people. The means 
he employed to embody and diffuse this light 
were, by constituting christian churches in dif- 
ferent parts of the world. Believers derive a 
portion of light, and heat, and influence from him ; 
and he exhorts them to let their Ught so shine 
before men, that others, seeing their good works, 
mag glorify their Father which is in heaven* This 
made the light beneficial to a certain degree ; but 
he ordained that these scattered rays of light 
should be collected in different places as beacons, 
to preserve and exhibit a greater body of light : 
hence the seven churches of Asia are called the 
seven golden candlesticks, as exhibiting the light of 
Christianity in great splendour and efiulgence. 
The design of Jesus Christ has been to multiply 
these lights by increasing the number of churches 
in different parts of the world, until the whole 

£ 
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earth is filled with his glory. Who hoMeth the 
seven stars in his right hand; — denoting his pro- 
tection and guidance, to preserve their light pure, 
and to keep them from wandering. They are not 
to be wandering stars, but regular in their move- 
ments, and fixed in his hand: therefore, he holdeth 
them in his right hand* Who walketh in the midst 
of the seven golden candlesticks. He toalketh, — 
representing the ease, the familiarity, and the 
delight he takes in beholding the order and regu- 
larity of the works of his own right hand planting; 
and also his communion with them, as it is said. 
Genesis iii. 8, our first parents heard the voice of 
the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of 
the day, 8^c, 8^c, He closed by a powerful appli- 
cation of the subject to the ministers present, who 
are termed angels, or stars of the churches ; and 
also to their different members, whom he exhorted 
to preserve the purity of their light, lest, after the 
example of some oi the seven churches, they 
should be rebuked and have their candlestick 
taken out of its place, &c. &c. 

After service I parted with him, and drove to 
Market Harborough ; delighted, beyond measure, 
with his conversation. 

Having spent three days with Mr. Hall, it was 
a relief to be alone. No person who has not been 
much with him, can have any conception of the 
effects produced by his uncommon weight of intel- 
lect, if I may be allowed the expression, pressing 
upon the mind. It was a continual flow of coa- 
versation on a variety of subjects for hours in 
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succession^ when he either expected his friend to 
converse or listen attentively; and occasionally 
questioning him^ as he proceeded^ that he might 
know whether he was understood, and if his friend 
assented or dissented, or wished for ftirther in- 
formation. Thus he kept the mind on the nm, 
as it were, till it became jaded and almost stupi- 
fied; from which nothing but retirement and 
solitude could recover it. Many persons, much 
my superiors, have admitted that this has fre- 
quently been the case with themselves; and that 
they have on such occasions experienced so much 
lassitude and head-ache, that it was impossible to 
give much account of his intellectual conversation. 
I have heard Mrs. Hall say, that her head has 
frequently been in such a state, that she has been 
obliged to cease attention, to recover herself, when 
he has been drawn out in conversation upon an 
interesting subject. 

I think it was the following autumn, in return- 
ing from Leamington, I went to Leicester, on a 
Saturday, to spend a Sabbath with him. When 
I arrived, I found that he was engaged to preach 
the next day, at Sutton in the Elms, a village, a 
few miles from Leicester. He supped with me at 
the inn. Early the next morning, I went to Sutton, 
and heard him preach from James iv. 13 — 15 : Go 
to nowy ye that say, To-day or to-morrow we will go 
into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy 
and sell, and get gain : whereas ye know not what 
shall be on the morrow. For what is your Ufe ? It 
is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, 
e2 
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and then vanisheth away. Far that ye <mght to say. 
If the Lord tvill, we shall live, and do this, or that. 
The sennon was upon the folly of presuming on the 
future, from our absolute ignorance of the erents 
of life ; and the piety and necessity of referring all 
our actions and plans to the divine will : If the 
Lord will, we shall Uve and do this, or thM. " The 
presumption of asserting that we will go appears,'* 
said Mr. Hall, "from the consideration that we 
may not be able to go : we may be prevented by 
death, by sickness, or other calamities of a pro- 
vidential nature ; and if we did go into such a city, 
we might not Uve there a year, to buy and sell; and 
if we did live to buy and sell, we could not be sure 
of getting gain ; for riches are not always the lot 
of men of understanding and enterprise, &c. A 
pious mind, on the contrary, will refer every tiling 
to the divine disposal, and say. If the Lord wiU, we 
shall Uve, and do this, or tliat,^^ &c. &c. 

After dining with me at the house of a mutual 
friend, he retired to his chamber, to prepare for 
the afternoon's discourse, which was foimded on 
Hie wicked is driven away in his wickedness : hut 
the righteotts hath hope in his death. The characters 
of the righteous and the wicked were so beautifiilly 
and correctly delineated, that I cannot do justice 
by even a slight sketch of the sermon. After this 
service, a number of friends assembled to drink 
! tea with him ; but Mr. Hall was missing. I found 
' him praying in a retired part of the garden. He 
was alone, and in an agony. Unconscious of my 
approach, with the deepest expressions of humility 
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and self-abasement, he mourned over the imper- 
fections of his best services, and prayed, that, 
through the blood of sprinkling, the iniquity of his 
holy things might be forgiven. Like Jacob of old, 
he wrestled with God; he prayed with strong crying 
and tears unto Him that was able to save ; and was 
heard in that he feojred. I was deeply a£fected, 
and returned to the house to inform the company. 
I think he was engaged more than half an hour in 
these devotions. From the loudness of his voice, 
I began to be apprehensive of a return of his 
malady. At length I called to him, and said that 
I wished to take my leave of him, being under the 
necessity of going a stage towards Cambridge that 
evening. I observed that he had been in tears, 
but was then quite calm and composed. He had 
foffgotten that I was to leave him at Sutton that 
night. 

Sometime after this interview, I received the 
following note. 

^^ My Dear Sir, 

" This is simply to iaiform you, I shall be at 
home (God willing) next Lord's Day, and it is our 
ordinance day. It will give Mrs. Hall and myself 
unfeigned pleasure to see you. With kind respects 
to Mrs. Greene, in which Mrs. H. would, I am 
mire, affectionately join me, were she within, 

" I remain, dear Sir, 

" Yours affectionately, 

-" Tuesday, January, 181L *^ R. HaLL." 
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^^ Remember this is Tuesday. The Almanack 
I camiot just now find, and am a&aid of being too 
late for the post." 

On the following Saturday, I went to Leicester, 
and found him in good health and spirits. I think 
it was during this visit, that he preached £rom 
Colossians i. 12 : Giving thanks unto the Father , 
which hath made us meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light. The subject, 
which occupied both morning and afternoon, was, 
'^ The necessity of a meetness and preparation for 
Heaven, — and thanksgiving wherever it was ex- 
perienced." He aonounced his intention to preach 
a third sermon, the following Sabbath, to complete 
the subject. I have copious notes of the two 
sermons, which were remarkably striking and im- 
pressive. He administered the ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper, in the morning, to his pedobaptist 
friends ; and in the afternoon, to the members of 
the strict baptist church. 

Mr. HaD regretted exceedingly, that he could 
not prevail on the church at Leicester to admit of 
open conmumion, which was the uniform practice 
of the church at Cambridge. He himself could not 
conscientiously exclude any from the table of the 
Lord, whom he believed his Master had received 
into communion and fellowship; especiaQy those 
who bore the marks and impress of the image of 
Jesus Christ, knowing that they who feared God, 
and worked righteot^ness, were accepted of him. 
I am happy, however, to add, that since Mr. Hall's 
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removal from Leicester, the members of Harvey 
Lane Church, much to their honour and happiness, 
hare thrown down the middle wall of partition 
contained in ordinances, and now admit every true 
follower of the Lamb to the table of their common 
Lord, veithout enforcing (to use Mr. Hall's ex- 
pression) " an unscriptural test.^* 

To every liberal mind it will be a source of 
great satisfaction to observe the rapid progress of 
Mi*. HalTs truly noble views on the subject of open 
cormmunioh. As baptists, we have long and justly 
been associated with bigotry and iUiberality of 
sei^ment. We think, however, that the period 
is rapidly approaching, when this stigma shall be 
wiped away ; and when all wAo love the Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity will be united in on£ fold and 
under one Shepherd* As a denomination, we are 
deeply indebted to this great man for his writings 
upon the subject : nor must we omit to mention 
that the majority of the young ministers vdio 
enjoyed his society at Bristol, have imbibed his 
catholic spirit, and are now engaged in dissemi- 
nating the same views among the members of their 
respective churches. Mr. Hall's masterly works 
<m this controversy vrill be read vrith veneration, 
vdien the sentiments of his opponents become mere 
matters of history. Future generations vrill dwell 
with rapture upon these productions^ wWle many 
shall rise up to call him blessed. 

I remained with Mr. Hall till the following 
Wednesday. He pressed me very much to stay 
over the Sabbath, as he vrished me to hear the 
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completion of the subject ; adding, '^ I shall in 
the afternoon prove, that, as heaven is a prepared 
place for a prepared people; so hell is a pre^ 
pared place for the wicked; and have selected 
these words for my text, Judas by transgressifm 
feU^ that he might go to his own pkuse.^* I much 
regretted that circumstances prevented me from 
complying with his request, and gratifying my own 
inclination. 

To those who never witnessed the celebration 
of the Lord's Supper among dissenters, the follow- 
ing account may not be uninteresting. Mr. Hall's 
manner of conducting this solemn service was as 
peculiar, affectionate, and heavenly as his preach- 
ing. When the table was covered with the cloth, 
and the elements were placed upon it, Mr. Hall 
rose (the deacons sitting on either side of him), 
and commenced by rea<Kng the authority for this 
commemoration, from the 1st Epistle to tiie Corin- 
thians, 11th chapter, S3d and following verses: 
I have received of the Lord that which also I de^ 
Uvered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same 
night in which he was betrayed took bread, ^c. ^c. 

After offering up a devout prayer for the pre- 
sence and blessing of the Master of the feast, he 
proceeded to break the bread, and solemnly to 
address the communicants. The subjects of these 
addresses were the nature and design of the Lord's 
Supper; — the New Testament, or Covenant, ratified 
and sealed by the blood and death of the Saviour; — 
the affecting views thereby represented to us — the 
Lamb of God slain — the evil of sin — the great love 
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of Jesus Christ in dying for us while we were yet 
enemies; — the privileges secured to us in the re- 
mission of sins, by faith in him, connected with 
the duty of self-examination — adoption into his 
family — spiritual peace and joy — supplies of grace 
to all believers — the earnest of eternal life in the 
gift of the Spirit, and the hopes of glory, honour, 
and immortality. 

These and other topics he dwelt upon in a 
manner infinitely varied, and with earnestness 
seldom equalled. It is i!mpossible to forget his 
tears of penitence, gratitude, and love, when speak- 
ing of the astonishing condescension of God in ad- 
mitting such creatures and rebels into communion 
with him, and investing them with the privileges 
and dignities of the sons of God. 

After breaking the bread, and saying, "Take, eat: 
this is my hody^ which is broken for you : this do in 
rememhratice of me " — he first partook of it him- 
self, then gave the plates to the deacons, who 
handed them roimd to the communicants. A pause 
'ensued, which was broken by a continuation of 
his discourse, or rather, an audible meditation on 
the scenes of Calvary, which he portrayed in such 
lively colours as to bring, as it were, the cnicified 
Saviour immediately before us. 

When all had received the bread, he again rose, 
and repeated the words, '^ After the same manner 
abo he took the cwp," &c. adding, " Let tis give 
thanks." After this second prayer, he poured out 
the wine, and said, " This cup is the new testament 
in my blood : this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in 

£3 



d by Google 



S2 REMINISCENCES OF 

remembrance of me. For as often as ye 'eai this 
breadf and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord^s 
death tiU he comer 

Having partook of the wine, he gave the cups to 
the deacons, paused a few minutes, and resumed his 
discourse ; sitting as before, and firequently pursuing 
the idea tha^ without shedding of blood there is no 
remission. 

Occasionally he introduced the leading thoughts 
of his previous sermon, which, invariably had a 
sacramental bearing: or if there had been any 
providential dispensation, such as an affliction or 
bereavement in the family of any of his members, 
he sympathized with them, and consoled their 
minds with the near prospect of eternity, when 
the days of mourning would be ended, and they 
be for ever with the Lord : Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words. 

Then rising, he said, " After supper we are 

informed they sang a hymn. Let us sing the 

hymn in the third book of Dr. Watts." (He gene* 
rally fixed on those sacramental hymns.) The 
following was a fevourite : 

" How are thy glories here displayed, 
Great God, bow bright they shine, 
While at thy word we break the bread, 
And pour the flowiDg wine !" &c. 

When the hymn had been sung, he pronounced 
the benediction with great solemnity ; and added, 
" Pray remember the poor :" a collection was then 
made, as is usual in all our churches. 

Mr. Hall entertained a singular opinion as to the 
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propriety of permitting spectators to be present 
diuiog the administration of the Lord's Supper. 
He never practically enforced his views, but in- 
variably maintained the opinion. He said, that, 
" in primitive times, there was no such custom.** 
In all other societies, none but members attended 
their private meetings ; nor were spectators to this 
ordinance admitted in the Church of England. 
He considered that a minister would necessarily 
feel disturbed in his meditations, and restrained in 
his addresses by the presence of spectators who 
frequently remained from mere curiosity. It was 
bis opinion that as a pastor of a church necessarily 
observes many things among the members, which 
render reproof and coimsel, in such seasons, both 
requisite and proper, the presence of strangers was 
by no means desirable. 

He was perfectly aware of the objections to this 
argument ; viz. that some persons have dated their 
serious impressions from attending as spectators. 
To this he replied, " That may be true ; but we 
must take into consideration the unpleasantness 
occasioned to many members by having their 
devoticms interrupted, by the consciousness of be- 
ccmiing subjects for criticism and frivolous remark 
for mere * outer-court worshippers.' In such 
seasons, the most solemn on this side of the grave, 
a stranger ought not to intermeddle,''' 

The summer after my journey with him to Amsby, 
Mr. Hall went to London, and suddenly determined 
to visit Cambridge. Without any previous inti- 
matioh, he surprised us, by coming on Saturday 



d by Google 



94 REMINISCENCES OF 

afternoon^ by the coach^ to the house of Mr. HoUick. 
When he knocked at the door, covered with dust, 
the old servant, as soon as he recognized Mr. Hall, 
started back, and appeared much frightened. Mr. 
HoUick was equally surprised at his appearance, 
and abnost speechless. Mr. Hall broke the silence, 
by saying, " Do not be alarmed, sir ; I hope you 
are not ashamed of me. I have better clothes 
than these, sir ; but the roads were so dusty, that 
I would not travel in my best. I got inside of the 
coach at Trumpington, sir, as I did not like to be 
seen; I pulled my hat over my face that no person 
might recognize me. I mean to preach to-morrow, 
sir; but I shall stay only a day or two." The 
news of Mr. Hall*s arrival spread rapidly, and was 
soon generally known through the town: every 
one appeared as much delighted as if he had been 
raised firom the dead. We hailed the dawn of 
the Sabbath, as in days past, when we enjoyed 
an intellectual and religious feast. He remained 
with us till the Wednesday. Mr. Hollick kept 
open house the whole of the time; and the evening 
before Mr. Hall's departure, we filled it. 

Before leaving us, Mr. Hall promised to bring 
Mxs. Hall the following year, to spend two or 
three Sabbaths, and that his fiiture visits should be 
periodical. His parting prayer was truly affecting. 
One of the reasons that had prevented him from 
visiting Cambridge was, the unsettled state of the 
congregation. For a long time his loss appeared 
so great, and the attachment of the people to- 
wards himself so strong, that many could not bring 
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themselves to like any other minister : and such was 
the noble character of Mr. Hall*s mind, and the de- 
licacy of his feeling, that he was fearfiil of reviving 
latent partialities, until he found the people £urly 
settled and united in another pastor. This I know 
was the case, from previous conversation with him» 
It cannot be surprising, that after exhibiting the 
highest possible degree of intellectual greatness, 
during a residence of fourteen years at Cambridge, 
where he was universally beloved, a people accus- 
tomed to his own ministration should be indifferent 
to other preachers. It must be acknowledged that 
this was the case for many years. The Rev. T. C. 
Edmonds had then been settled among us but a 
short time; and such were his amiable feelings, 
that he was not the least surprised at this almost 
spiritual idolatry. 

The following autumn, Mr. Hall brought Mrs. 
Hall to Cambridge. It was a kind of jubilee to 
all his friends. Many persons went from London, 
and other parts, to hear him ; and a number of 
distinguished persons of the University also at- 
tended, indeed more than the place could possibly 
contain. We were obliged to go nearly an hour 
before the time of service, to secure our seats. 
With the exception of the evening lecture, the 
remainder of each week was spent in visiting his 
friends. He remarked jocosely, shortly after he 
arrived, " I don't know what I shall preach about, 
sir ; I have brought no sermon with me, not even 
a scrap of writing, sir: you may search all my 
pockets and portmanteau, if you like." Every 
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sermon was delivered without the use of notes, 
and was arranged in his mind, by an hour or two's 
previous retirement. These visits were repeated 
about every two years. 

Such was Mr. Hall's desire to see all his old 
Mends, that, before he left Cambridge, one morn- 
ing was set apart for the purpose of his meeting 
those members of the church who were in the 
lower class of society. A public breakfast was 
provided at a friend's house, in order that each of 
them might go and talk to him in their own way. 
He would then enter into all the minute parti- 
culars relative to their families, relations, deaths, 
marriages, &c. ; and such was his astonishing 
memory, that he could go over the history of their 
lives for the space of m^y years : and this he did 
with so much interest, affability, and condescen- 
sion, as made him the idol not only of the rich, 
but of the poor. This meeting, which delighted 
him as much as any of his other visits, always 
concluded with singing and prayer to God. 
During his periodical returns to Cambridge, Mr. 
Hall breakfasted with one party, dined with an- 
other, and supped with a third ; and, to use hk 
own words, it was as much as he could do to 
manage his rounds in three weeks. I pass over a 
number of these successive visits, being all of a 
similar character ; but there is one circumstance 
which I shall notice, that, up to 1817, he used 
to notice the " singular identity of our Camlnidge 
congregation," such as, he said, ^' could hardly be 
exhibited in any other place in the kingdom." 
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There was scarcely a head of any of the principal 
fionilies remoTcd from the place hy death or other 
circumstances for more than twenty years. The 
same persons continued to sit in the same places. 
Thus when he thought of Cambridge (as he said), 
he could easily call to recollection the relative 
situation of every one. Since that period, how 
has the scene been changed ! how many of us have 
had to mourn the loss either of a wife, or husband, 
or father, or mother, brother, sister, or friend, and 
now, alas ! of himself. 

In the spring of 1820, I received the following 
letter from Mr. Hall. 

"^prt7 28fA, 1820. 

" My Dear Sir, 

" I sincerely thank you for your very kind 
letter, and beg you will pardon my not having 
earEer replied to it. I have no intention of 
coming to Langham on the occasion to which you 
allude, and shall not therefore have the pleasure 
of seeing you in your new situation. I have 
already several indispensable engagements for the 
ensuing summer, which will more than occupy all 
the time I can spare from home: and my old 
indisposition is such as renders travelling peculiarly 
irksome to me. In addition to which, I find, with 
an advance of years, an increasing indisposition to 
locomotion, and increased attachment to home. 
It gives me sincere concern to hear that the health 
of Mrs. Greene has been exposed to such painful 
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vicissitudes. I rejoice to find that it is improTed, 
as well as your own, by your present situation. 
I wish most earnestly you had settled at Bedford ; 
as it is a most delightful place^ and would have 
fiunlitated the means of more frequent intercourse. 
In leaving Cambridge, with your circumstances, 
you have chosen the better part. Such is the 
state of trade, that they are not a Uttle to be 
envied who are exempted from its chances and 
disquietudes. 

" I have Kttle news to impart. Our town and 
neighbourhood is a scene of misery on account of 
the severe depression of our local manu&cture. 
Such is the mass of hopeless misery everywhere 
presenting itself to view, that it is next to impos- 
sible for a mind of any sensibility to be cheerfiil. 
Surely never was a country, which has not expe- 
rienced some public convulsion, so completely 
ruined as ours. Happy, my dear friend, will it 
be, if the dismal prospects around make us sigh 
for a better country. Surely, we see enough to 
wean us from the present world, and to convince 
us that this is not our rest. Mrs. HaU is absent 
for a few days in the country, or she would 
earnestly desire her affectionate remembrance to 
Mrs. Greene and yourself; she, through mercy, 
is tolerable, as is also my family. I have now 
four children — a source of much anxiety and some 
pleasure. Let me beg an interest in your prayers, 
for them and for myself. I need not say how 
happy we should be to see you and Mrs. Greene 
at Leicester: few things would afford us equal 
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pleasure. With my affectionate regards to dear 
Mrs. Greene, 

" I remain, dear Sir, 

" Your affectionate friend, 

" Robert Hall/' 

In the course of a few months I received the 
following note. 

" My Dear Sir, 
" Being extremely hurried just at this mo- 
ment, I just drop this line to inform you that I 
shaU be at home on the 24th of September, when 
it wiU afford Mrs. Hall and myself a very high 
degree of pleasure to see you at our house. I 
hope this will reach you soon enough to determine 
you to take Leicester in your route. Mrs. H. 
joins in affectionate remembrance to you and 
Mrs, Greene. 

" I am, dear Sir, 
" Your affectionate friend, 

" Robert Hall." 

** September lUh." 

" P. S. I hope you will come immediately to 
my house." 

In consequence of the above invitation, Mrs. G. 
and myself visited Leicester. We spent a week 
with him in his own house, and were highly 
delighted, as we never found him in better health 
or spirits. The Sabbath was his ordinance day : 
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his congregation, as well as his church, had con- 
siderably increased. While we remained with 
him he was usually alone in his study for three or 
four hours every morning. He had lately suffered 
severely £rom his back, and exercise had become 
pain&l to him; this induced a habit of taking 
large doses of laudanum. He shewed us a glass 
gauge which he made use of for estimating the 
quantity. When the pain was violent, or coining 
on, he took the dose in half a glass of brandy, 
which he said was ^^ to sheath the laudanum." 

As none of the medical men whom Mr. Hall 
had consulted could ascertain the cause of the 
intense agony which he suffered, he entertained 
the opinion that it was supernatural, or, like Paul*s 
thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan sent to 
buffet him.* 

Mrs. Greene had spent a week at the house of 
Mr. Hall, some time before this visit. He then 
preached from that text in the Hebrews, Are they 
not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister far 
them who shall be heirs of sahation ? He dwelt 
much upon angels and spirits, both good and bad, 
and upon their mighty powers and achievements, 

* By the post-mortem examination of the body, it was ascer- 
tained that there were not less than ten calculi in the natural 
cavities of the right kidney. ** These consisted of one large stone 
which filled and dilated the central cavity, and nine small stones, 
which were firmly encased in the smaller cavities adjoining. With 
the exception of one, they are all armed with sharp spikes. These 
calculi sufficiently account for the pain endured by Mr. HaU, 
respecting which such varied opinions had been formed." See 
Chandler's Authentic Account of the Last Illness and Death of 
the Rev. R. Hall, A.M., pubHsbed by Fuller, Bristol 
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as recorded in the Scriptures. Mrs. Greene told 
me^ that while he was preaching she became 
alarmed^ and supposed that Mr. Hall saw her 
countenance change ; for he gave her an expres* 
sive look, as much as to say, " Be not afraid, you 
may trust me now, there is no danger." (He 
remembered that Mrs. Greene was present at 
Cambridge when he was taken ill while preaching 
upon a similar subject.) She often told me that 
she should never forget the expression of his 
countenance at the time. 

His conversation was incessant upon all subjects 
that he considered interesting, and likely to en^ 
gage our attention. He said he had been furbish- 
ing up his Italian, by a renewed attention to the 
verbs, &c. A lady had recently visited him, who 
well imderstood the language. He was fearful, 
till he made the trial in conversation, that he had 
forgotten his knowledge of it. I asked his opinion 
of the celebrated Machiavel ; particularly of his 
work, entitled " The Prince." I told him I had a 
few months before written an essay for a periodical 
work, in which I took a favourable opinion of his 
character. I thought that he was a much-injured 
man ; but I could only form my opinion from the 
translation of " The Prince," and his other works, 
and from his Kfe in the Harleian Miscellany ; but 
that, if I might judge from the EngKsh, " The 
Prince" was merely a satirical piece. His reply 
was, " I believe you are right, sir : I have read all 
his works in the Italian; and his * Prince' I have 
read twice in the original, and I consider it quite 
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on imaginary, ironical, and satirical work, designed 
to expose the sad effects of tyranny." I observed 
that I had taken his view of the subject, and that, 
as Fenelon wrote his Telemachus as a model for 
good and virtuous princes, so Machiavel might have 
written his " Prince" to shew, not only the e£^ts 
of tyranny and misrule, on the happiness of the 
people ; but their certain reaction upon the tyrants 
themselves. As Machiavel himself subsequently 
said, he has " drawn them to the life in all their 
lineaments and colours, and I hope mankmd will 
know them the better, so as to avoid them." I 
was gratified in knowing that Mr. Hall's opinion 
coincided with my own. 

Mr. Hall related an amusing circumstance which 
occurred shortly after his removal to Leicester. It 
appeared that as an unpleasant feeling existed be- 
tween the singers and the person who officiated as 
clerk, at Harvey Lane, they persuaded Mr. Hall 
to dismiss him. The man felt it so much that 
Mr. Hall was induced to reinstate him in his office* 
The first Sabbath after this, the old gentleman 
commenced the service by reading that Psalm by 
Dr. Watts— 

" Now shall my head be lifted high 
Above my foes armmd, 
And songs of joy and victory 
Within thy temple sound!'' &c. 

Mr. Hall said that he was walking up the aisle at 
the time, and the efiect was indescribable. 

One evening, our conversation turned on the 
subject of the war with America, previously to the 
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acknowledgment of the independence of the United 
States. Mr. Hall said, " Sir, that war was very 
unpopular, and considered to be very unrighteous 
by men of true liberty, principles. My father, sir, 
warmly advocated the American cause. When I 
was a little boy he took me to the school of Mr. 
Ryland at Northampton, the father of Dr. Byland, 
of Bristol : this Mr. Ryland was very eccentric, and 
a violent partizan of the Americans ; it was in the 
hottest period of the war, sir, and many persons 
were very indignant at the conduct of the EngKsh 
government. That war, sir, was considered as a 
crusade against the liberty of the subject and the 
rights of man. The first night we arrived at 
Northampton from Amsby, sir, the two old gen- 
tlemen (my father and Mr. Ryland) talked over 
American politics until they both became heated 
on the same side of the question. At length, 
Mr. Ryland burst forth in this manner : * Brother 
Hall, I vdll tell you what I would do if I were 
Greneral Washington.' * Well,' said my father, 
' what would you do?' * Why, brother Hall, if 
I were General Washington, I would sunmion all 
the American officers: they should form a circle 
around me, and I would address them, and we 
would ofier a libation in our ovm blood, and I 
would order one of them to bring a lancet and a 
punch-bowl; and he should bleed us all, one by 
one, into this punch-bowl ; and I would be the 
first to bare my arm : and, when the punch-bowl 
was ftdl, and we had all been bled, I would call 
upon every man. to consecrate himself to the work. 
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By dipping his sword into the bowl, and entering 
into a solemn covenant engagement, by oath, one 
to another, and we would swear by Him that sits 
upon the throne, and liveth for ever and ever, that 
we woidd never sheathe our swords while there 
was an English soldier in arms remaining in 
America; and that is what I would do, brother 
HaU:' " 

Mr. HaQ said to me, " Only conceive, sir, my 
situation ; a poor little boy that had never been out 
of his mother's chimney comer before, sir, sitting 
by these two old gentlemen, and hearing this con- 
versation about blood. Sir, I trembled at the 
idea of being left with such a bloody-minded 
master. Why, sir, I began to think he would no 
more mind bleeding me, after my father was gone, 
than he would killing a fly. I quite expected to 
be bled, sir." 

I observed to Mr. Hall, this reminded me of the 
strong language made use of in the houses of par- 
liament on the iniquity and impoKcy of this wax, 
by Lord Chatham and Mr. Fox, and by Mr. Burke 
in his best days, when liberty glowed in his bosom. 
In one of his speeches he introduced the story of 
the * man and the wolf.' He drew the parallel 
between the man and the British government. 
The ministers said they had a right to tax the 
Americans, as they were the liege subjects of this 
country : so said the man in the fable, ^ I have a 
right to shear the wolf, for God and nature gave 
man dominion over the beast of the field, the fowl 
of the air, and the fish of the sea ; therefor^^ have 
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a right to shear the wolf.' But his neighbour 
replied, * My good firiend, have you ever calcu- 
lated the hazard and the danger of the experiment 
in catching and shearing the wolf?* * O no, but 
I have a right to shear him.' ^ Well, if you will 
be so mad and obstinate, go ; only take care that 
the wolf does not shear you,' &c. &c. 

Mr. Hall had a high opinion of the talents and 
piety of his father. He said, " My Either, sir, was 
a man of genius, and possessed a powerM mind ; 
he was one of the last of the race of ministers who 
preached allegoricaQy. One of the finest practical 
sermons I ever heard him deliver, was from those 
singular words — the snuffers and tlie candlestick 
were of pure gold, Mr. Hall repeated the parts of 
the sermon to us from memory, for half an hour 
or more. It was very ingenious. I only recollect 
the principal ideas : " These words were emblema- 
tical of the purity required in the christian cha- 
racter, as golden candlesticks, which were to be 
employed in their Master's use. They must be 
pure as fine gold ; hence the frequent allusion in 
Scripture to the term gold, — As gold tried in the 
fire, ^c. The snuffers, also, were to be oi pure 
gold. Their uses : — they were employed for the 
purpose of improving the light, not to put it out ; 
this is typical of the value, the necessity and 
advantage of christian reproof and admonition, 
which should be used, as snuffers, with caution 
and with a steady hand, lest in removing the 
excrescences, and endeavouring to improve the 
Ught, you should extinguish it ; there must be no 
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rashness or improper feelings. Our motives must 
be pure as gold, in order to refine and brighten 
the character, to give light to all around, Uke a city 
set on a hill, which cannot be hid,'* ^c. ^c. 

Mr. Hall informed me of the loss he had sus- 
tained by a London bookseller, to the amount of 
several hundred pounds, which were part of the 
profits arising from his publications. He -was 
perfectly tranquil, and pitied rather than con- 
demned the person. This afforded me an oppor- 
tunity of requesting him to repair the loss, by 
publishing a volume of sermons. I suggested two 
or three favourite discourses to him. " O sir," he 
replied, " it would be a great undertaking for me : 
there would be not only the manual labour of 
writing, and preparing them for the press, but I 
have great difficulty in pleasing myself. I have 
ideas, sir, that I cannot express in any language, 
so as to give another person an adequate concep- 
tion of them. I never write any thing, sir, for the 
press, without Dr. Johnson's large dictionary on 
the table, as that is the standard, you know, sir, of 
the Enghsh language: by this means I get the 
proper acceptation of the words, in order to convey 
my meaning." I said, ^ But, sir, you never have 
this difficulty in the pulpit, in the choice of 
expressions. Your friends always admire your 
peculiar felicity in the choice of words, and the 
adaptation of them to the precise ideas. We have 
frequently remarked that if it were possible to take 
your sermons as delivered extempore, they might 
be immediately printed. I assure you, sir, without 
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the least flattery, I have heard sermons from you, 
superior to any you have pubKshed/ " No, sir," 
he replied, " that is impossible ; it is only your 
partiahty : they cannot be so correct and finished 
as when they are prepared in the closet. Besides, 
sir, you must remember that the eye and the ear 
are very different critics : what will pass on hear- 
ing, the eye w^ould immediately detect." * Yes, 
sir,' I replied ; * but, on the other hand, you must 
recollect there is the fire of the sanctuary, and the 
enthusiasm kindled by the subject, and the excite- 
ment of an audience, — all calculated to produce 
strains of eloquence which cannot be recalled or 
invented in retirement. However, I am not sin- 
gular in this opinion, sir ; our friend. Dr. Gregory, 
has frequently made similar remarks.' " Well, 
sir, there may be something in what you say, but 
he is partial too." I begged that he would pardon 
the suggestion, and reminded him of the claims 
of his rising family, adding, ' Now, sir, if you will 
prepare one volume of sermons for the press, I will 
engage to give you a thousand pounds immediately 
for it, and you shall have no further trouble with 
printers or booksellers.' *^ Ah, sir," he replied, 
" you talk like a man of business, who has been 
accustomed to work for money. Why, sir, I could 
not write for money : impossible ! I should con- 
tinually be thinking of the rule of three. If a 
volume of sermons would fetch a thousand poimds, 
how much would it be for a sermon? and how 
much for a page ? and how much for a line ? Why, 
sir, it would so engross my imagination, I could not 
p 



d by Google 



98 REMINISCENCES OF 

get on at all ; the very process would absolutely 
stultify me." 

About this period he had read Mills's History of 
India, of which he gave me an account, and was 
quite delighted with it, &om its having enlarged 
his knowledge of Indian affairs. He said, that he 
had never understood the East Indian question so 
well before, and that he was an advocate for the 
extinction of the charter, which he considered was 
a monopoly equally injurious to both countries. 

On the day of his weekly lecture, while at dinner, 
he appeajred very thoughtful, and at length said, 
" I mean to preach to-night from these words. 
Lord, thou hast been our dwelling - place in aU 
generations. Did you ever hear me from that text 
at Cambridge?" I replied in tlxe affirmative* 
" Well, then, I must change my subject, sir ; jfor, 
as you have heard it before, I shall not like to 
preach from it again." Mr. Hall had a great ob- 
jection for any of his friends to hear him a second 
time from any text, although his manner of treat- 
ing it would be very different. I begged that he 
would not change it, as I should like much to hear 
him preach from it again. After some persuasion, 
he consented ; and a wonderftd sermon it was. He 
spoke of the Divine Being as " a rest, the home 
and dweUing-plaoe of his people." I remember 
one striking sentence, which produced an effect 
almost indescribable : " AU worlds meet in thee, 
thou vast Sensorium of the universe ! " He alluded 
to home, as a man's dwelling-place ; that however 
distant a man may be on a journey, amidst all the 
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difficulties, trials, and treatment he meets with, 
he consoles his mind with frequent thoughts of 
home ; in which spot, however humhle, is dissociated 
all that is tender and endearing in the relations of 
life. In such circumstances, he frequently antici- 
pates the welcome which awaits him on his return. 
The Divine Being is that to a Christian, which 
home is to a weary traveller : it is his dwelling- 
place, the stay, the solace, the centre and rest of 
his spirit ; and hence he is constantly anticipating 
his arrival at home. But then it becomes neces- 
sary, before these complacent thoughts of the 
Divine Being can be properly entertained, that 
the breach should be repaired. Sin has made a 
breach between God and his creatures; Jesus 
Christ is the great repairer q^ the breach: we 
must, therefore, be reconciled to God, through 
the death of his Son, who is our peacemaker; 
who hath assured us there is room enough in his 
Father's house for all his people : In my Father's 
house there are many dwelling-places; if it were 
not SQy I would have told you^ I go to prepare a 
place for you, SfC, 8[C. 

We had made up our minds to return the fol- 
lowing day, but had not mentioned this to Mr. 
HaU, knowing that we should have a diflSculty in 
leaving him. The next morning, on meeting 
Mrs. Greene, he thus accosted her ; " I am quite 
astonished, madam, to find you are out of your 
mind." Mrs. G. was much alarmed at this sudden 
attack, and said, * I really do not know what you 
mean, Mr. Hall.' " Why, ma'am, from what you 
f2 
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said to Mrs. Hall, last night, you must be out of 
your mind : she tells me that you and Mr. Greene 
intend to leave us to-day. If you do so, I shall 
consider that we have not made you comfortable, 
especially as you have travelled such a long way to 
see us. I cannot think of your going so soon," &c. 
When he came into the breakfast-room, he expos- 
tulated with me. I said that we had already 
stayed longer than we intended ; but if he would 
allow us to go the next morning in peace, with 
his blessing, we would consent to remain till the 
morrow. " I will make no promise," was his 
reply: " sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof." 
Such was the great kindness of this amiable and 
extraordinary man. We left, the following day, 
with great regret. 

"J«/y21, 1822. 

" My Dear Friend, 

" I write in the utmost haste, to inform you 
that we shall be very happy to see you and Mrs. 
Greene, next Saturday, to spend the Lord's-day 
with us, and as much time afterwards as you can 
make convenient. I shall most certainly be at 
home ; and it will be most gratifying to me and 
Mrs. Hall, to see you and Mrs. Greene. As to 
returning with you, I must at present decline it ; 
I have already been so very much out this summer, 
and have other engagements. Mrs. Hall unites 
with me in most affectionate remembrances to you 
and Mrs. Greene. 

" I am, dear Sir, 

" Yours most affectionately, 

" Robert Hall." 
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I received this letter at Oundle, in Northamp- 
tonshire ; and immediately went to Leicester alone 
in my gig, with the hope of bringing Mr. Hall 
back to spend a week with ns. He consented to 
my request, on my promising to bring him home 
by the following Sabbath. Before commencing 
our journey, he prayed earnestly for his &mily; 
and commended his friend and himself to the 
protection of Almighty God, particularly praying 
" for preservation, that the stones of the field may 
he in league with ««." 

We had not been long on the road, before the 
sky became overcharged ; and it seemed to gather 
clouds as for a tempest. We had many indications 
of a storm, before our arrival at Market Har- 
borough. On entering the town, I said, * I hope, 
sir, you will lay down your pipe ; as it does not 
look well to smoke when passing through a town.' 
" dear, sir," was his reply, " that does not 
signify, — it is not as if I were a stranger ; every 
body knows me here, sir; it will be thought 
nothing of." * But indeed, in a town, sir, it does 
not look well.' However, when we reached the 
first house, he laid down his pipe, and said with 
great archness and playfulness, " There, to please 
your majesty, I have laid down my pipe." 

While we were at dinner, the tempest came on. 
There was much thunder and lightning, accom- 
panied with violent rain. Mr. Hall was quite 
delighted at having escaped the storm. As soon 
as the weather cleared up, we set off for the next 
stage. He lighted his pipe at the first turnpike, 
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and became exceedingly interesting. The direc- 
tion to the man at the gate was ^^ to place his 
thumb at the top of the pipe and put the bowl 
into the fire," but when he brought it he put the 
pipe into his mouth to try if it was lighted, which 
Mr. Hall observed and chided him for so doing ; 
immediately the man wiped the pipe with his 
apron, and presented it^ which called forth the 
thanks and admiration of Mr. Hall, adding^ *^ how 
very respectfully the . man behaved to us, sir*'* 
When we reached Rockingham Forest, he said, 
" I never was here before : how beautiful ! how 
natural ! this is true forest scenery. Only think, 
sir ; we may imagine ourselves carried back to the 
time of Robin Hood and Little John : I dare say 
it was much in the same state at that period, and 
extended to the other forests below Nottingham* 
Only observe those thickets, sir ; what advantages 
they afford for concealment! — ^we kiay imagine 
Robin Hood and Little John in one of them.** 
As we advanced towards Corby, I told him that 
he would see a dull, poverty-looking village* 
After we had passed through it, as nothing seexaed 
to escape his notice, he said, ^* I cannot agree 
with you, sir, that it is a poverty-looking village ; 
I am agreeably disappointed. I observed there 
were no broken panes in the windows,-^and that 
is no sign of poverty, sir. Then the houses are 
mostly built of stones, pointed, — ^that is no sign of 
poverty, sir. Then many of the chimneys are 
built of the same kind of stone, pointed, and in a 
good state of repair, — that is no sign of poverty. 
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sir." As I perceired that he was detennined to 
like it, from a playful opposition, I dropped the 
subject. 

We observed another storm gathering, and 
therefore hastened towards Weldon* Just as we 
entered the town, and were under shelter in a 
gateway at the inn, the rain again fell in torrents* 
After tea, it cleared up. I again ordered the gig 
to be prepared. The &ce of the sky appeared 
very doubtful, when we commenced the last stage, 
which was a distance of eight miles. Suddenly 
the sun burst through the clouds; and, for the 
last five miles, we had a beautiful serene summer's 
evening. Mr. Hall was in high spirits, and in a 
devotional frame of mind. He considered that 
our escape from the violence of the tempest was 
quite providential. " Why, sir," said he, " if we 
had been exposed to this tempest, we might have 
taken our deaths from cold ; we could have found 
no shelter, for the trees would have been danger- 
mis; and no clothing could have protected us: 
we should have been wet through." ^ It is a 
^eat mercy, sir,' I replied. He then exclaimed, 
^* Bless the Lord^ O my soul : and aU that is within 
me. Mess his holy name.'' I added, * Bless the Lord^ 
O my soul, and forget not all his hen^ts' Mr. Hall 
continued, " Whoforgiveth all thine iniquities; who 
healeth aU thy dAsea^ses^ And then addressing me, 
" Go on, sir ; I think we can manage, between us, 
to repeat the whole Psalm. It is a beautiful Psalm, 
sir." I continued, * Who redeemeth thy life from 
destruction i who crowneth thee with loving-kindness 
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and tender mercies^ Thus we responded, alter- 
nately, to the end, and saw fresh beauties in this 
song of thanksgiving. We arrived safe, about nine 
o'clock, at the end of our journey. 

Mr. Hall was delighted with this part of the 
country, and particularly with the beautiful wood- 
land scenery, which is studded with noblemen's 
seats, for several miles in a semicircular form, from 
south to north, near Qundle. The first is Bam- 
well Castle, the seat of the Duke of Buccleugh ; 
next to this is the seat of Lord lilford ; then the 
residence of the Lady Fitzpatrick, at Fanning 
Woods, formerly belonging to Lord Ossory. Then 
the lordship of Biggen, now belonging to Watts 
Russel, Esq. ; Lord Cardigan's seat, at Dean ; 
Lord Westmoreland's, at Abthorps ; Earl Carys- 
fort's, at Elton; and last, not least, Earl Fitz- 
william's, that prince of noblemen, at Milton. 
Such a cluster of noblemen's seats, perhaps, is not 
to be foimd so near any other market-tov«Ti in the 
kingdom. I have been informed that, during the 
last war, oak timber was annually shipped, from 
these woods and forests, to the amount of half a 
million sterling, for the use of his Majesty's dock- 
yards. Mr. Hall appeared interested with this 
information. A return of the pain in his back 
unfortunately prevented him from riding out to 
gratify his curiosity. He was therefore necessitated 
to have recourse to large doses of laudanum every 
night, in order to alleviate his extreme suffering. 
He generally took a pipe with him when he retired 
to his chamber, being in the habit of rising in the 



d by Google 



THE REV. ROBERT HALL. 103 

night, and reclining on the bedside caxpets, for the 
purpose of smoking and reading for an hour or two, 
when wakeful, or when the pain came on. I lent 1 
him a volume of Beddome's Sermons, which he [ 
read through during this visit. I inquired his 
opinion of the sermons. He was delighted with 
them, and surprised when I told him that they had 
not reached a second edition. *^ I am astonished at 
that, sir ; for they are very evangelical, and there 
is a good choice of subjects : there is a bone, and 
sinew, and marrow, in them, that shews a great 
mind. I like them, sir, because they are so full 
of thought ; they fiimish matter for the mind to 
dwell upon. It is true they are very short ; but 
it must be remembered that they are posthumous, 
and were never intended for publication : they are 
little more than skeletons. I like them the better 
for their compactness. It shews the taste of the 
age, sir: they would have been more approved 
had they been long, and verbose, and shewy. They 
supply materials for thinking, sir : some persons, 
however, don't like to think, sir. In short, sir, 
I do not know any sermons of the kind equal to 
them in the English language. I believe they are 
distined to be much more extensively read and 
appreciated." I mentioned several instances in 
which we had lent , them, and they had been found 
eminently useful ; in families, and in sick-chambers, 
where they could be read in twenty minutes, with- 
out feitigue to the patient, &c. 

He preached one evening, during his visit to 
Oundle, from Man dieth and wasteth away: yea, 
f3 
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man giveth up the ghost, and where is he? He 
chose this subject on account of several recent 
deaths in our family connexions. The discourse 
was very impressive, particularly that part of it in 
which he pursued the inquiry, Where is het For 
a few minutes, he gave us one of the finest meta- 
physical disquisitions upon matter and spirit that I 
ever heard or read. His object was to prove that 
matter is infinitely divisible ; and that the soul is 
independent, and will go into a separate state. 
Man giveth up the ghost. Here he shewed the 
folly and absurdity, as well as the unscriptural 
notion, of the doctrine of materialism ; and, with 
great solemnity, pursued the inquiry. Where is het 
He followed the spirit of a good man to his entrance 
into the heavenly state : " he pierced the invisible 
world, and looked into eternity," and described 
the blessedness of the dead who die in the Lord. 
He then referred to the condition of the wicked 
man: — Where w he? and described the awful 
situation of those who die in their sins ; — that one 
of the severest denunciations of the Saviour was, 
that they should die in their sins* If ye believe 
jltjiot that I am, {he is supplied by the translators 
here, improperly,) ye shall die in your sins.'^ He 
repeated it, with great emphasis and earnestness, 
'^ Die in your sins/" — ^then entered into a warm 
expostulation, " Why will ye die, O house of 
Israel? why will ye die?" — with invitations to 
come to the Saviour for life, &c. I took no notes 
of this sermon, which I regret. 

It is impossible to give an accurate account of 
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the various topics of conversation which passed in 
the course of the week, while Mr. Hall was with 
us. Never did we enjoy his company so much* 
When free from pain, he experienced that ex- 
quisite state of feeling described by Dr. Paley, 
when speaking of the " transition from pain to 
ease, which none know but those who have ex- 
perienced it." At such times he became quite 
playftd and entertaining; at other times he was 
serious and devout* Mr. Hall was preeminently 
a man of prayer. When reading the Scriptures 
in the frtmily, he pursued an admirable plan for 
exciting attention, by occasional observations on 
particular passages, or on the phraseology of the 
text ; and by inducing a few minutes' conversation 
by interrogatory remarks: — " That is very striking: 
did you observe it in that connexion ? — What do 
you think of that, sir? — How absurd, on the 
socinian notion, is this language ! — Why, sir, it 
would be quite nonsense." 

On the Saturday morning, we left Oundle for 
Leicester. Mr. Hall was fond of fast driving, but 
wished for a long time at the different places 
where we rested. " Now give me all the time 
you can, sir, when we stop. It is a maxim with 
me, that the present place is the best place. You 
know, six, I can lie on three chairs, and ease my 
back. We need not hurry to get to Leicester, sir ; 
it will be quite time enough, if we arrive by ten 
or eleven o'clock. Mrs. Hall will not expect me 
earlier. She will be surprised to see me before that 
time : and I do not want to meet any person 
fS 
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to-niglit." I remonstrated, knowing the difficulty 
there was in getting him to start. " Well then^ 
sir, we will say not before nine o'clock, if you 
please.*^ This preliminary settled, he started the 
subject of the fiinds. " I do not know," said he, 
" how it is that I never could understand the 
principle of the funding system, particularly the 
sinking-fund. I cannot see how the debt is to 
be redeemed by it: perhaps it is owing to my 
stupidity. Now, sir, I wish that you would give 
me some information about this financial arrange- 
ment." I said, that unless the sinking-fund was 
intended to mystify and deceive, I could not 
account for it. Would it not be better to pay off, 
annually, a portion of the debt, on a plan similar 
to that which is adopted in common life ? For 
example, — if a man owes a thousand pounds, and 
has no capital to pay it, but is in the receipt of an 
income of three hundred a-year, he agrees with his 
creditors to pay one hundred per annujn towards 
the amount for which he is 'indebted. Thus the 
debt and interest are annually diminished, and 
both parties are benefited. Mr. Hall condemned 
the present system, and then launched forth against 
it. I soon discovered that he understood more of 
the subject than he would acknowledge ; which 
was his usual plan for eliciting conversation. He 
was weU acquainted with the writings of Dr. Price, 
and other political economists ; he then eulogized 
,' Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations ; especially his 
principles of /r^e trade, and the subdivision of 
labour. " These," said Mr. Hall, " are sure 
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principles, sir ; and they are destined to triumph." / 
In short, there was not a subject connected with 
generd knowledge, that could be introduced, the 
general principles of which he did not understand. 
Persons were sure to derive instruction from Mr. 
Hall, if they drew him into conversation ; either 
by not assenting, or by modest inquiries for in- 
formation. His talents would have rendered him 
a first-rate statesman, being well acquainted with 
international law, and the rights of belligerents. 
He had read and studied Grotius, Vattel, and the 
most celebrated authorities. By his brilliant and 
overpowering eloquence, he would have shone as 
a star of the first magnitude, in either house of 
parliament. With the science of jurisprudence he 
was well acquainted : he had an extensive know- 
ledge of the common, civil, and canon laws. I have 
heard barristers, with whom he has conversed, and 
who were absolutely astonished at his knowledge 
of these subjects, exclaim, " Where could this man 
get this wisdom ? " They have frequently declared, 
that -they learnt more in two or three hours from 
him, respecting the general principles of law, than 
they had done from books. 

We arrived safely at Leicester, after breaking 
the shafts of my gig, by the additional weight which 
was thrown upon them by a contrived horizontal 
position of Mr. Hall for the purpose of alleviating 
the pain in his back. Mrs. Hall was anxious to learn 
whether Mr. Hall was aware that it was the time of 
the assizes at Leicester, when many of the barristers 
attended his meeting. I told her, that, as he had 
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not alluded to the circumstance, I did not think 
he recollected it. She begged that I would not 
mention it, as it was too late, and it might make 
Mr. Hall uneasy; and we knew that it would not 
matter if he were thrown upon his resources. 

When Mr. Hall arrived at meeting, there were 
a number of the barristers present. As soon as 
he had entered the pulpit, I saw by the expression 
of his countenance, that he recognized them ; but it 
was remarkable, that, had he been informed of the 
event, he could scarcely have fixed on a subject 
more useful and appropriate. The discourse was 
founded on these words, The truth us it is in Jesus: 
not as it is in Moses, in Paul, or any other autho- 
rity, but THE truth as it is in Jesus. The intro* 
duction was one of the most beautiful that I ever 
heard from him : it was very argumentative, and 
unusually long. I can only remember the two 
leading ideas, which were, " The advantages and 
disadvantages which the Jews laboured under, 
during the personal ministry of our Lord, com- 
pared with the advantages and disadvantages we 
have from testimony; in the unimpeachable cha- 
racter of the witnesses of his miracles, and the fact 
of his resurrection, with the general difiusion and 
the moral effects of Christianity. He first stated, 
that many persons were disposed to envy the 
Jews the advantages they enjoyed during the per- 
sonal ministry of Jesus Christ, atid to consider 
that, if placed in similar circumstances, they would 
have believed in the Messiah. He shewed, by the 
induction of several particulars, that this was a 
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fallacious sentiment; that these persons did not 
take into account the erroneous expectations, 
almost universally cherished among the Jews, of a 
reigning, temporal Messiah, who would deliver 
them from the Roman yoke, and exalt them in 
the scale of nations. The disappointment conse- 
quent upon the Redeemer's advent ; the meanness 
of his hirth and appearance ; the prejudices ex- 
cited by education ; the opposition of the priests 
and the whole Jewish Sanhedrim, in the prospect 
of the abolition of the mosaic ritual, and their 
ancient rights and customs ; as well as the tradi- 
tions of the Pharisees and Sadducees ; all which 
wounded their national pride ; — these were so 
many obstacles to the reception of the simple 
truth as it i8 in Jesus. Then he contrasted the 
iulvantageswe now enjoy, in the calm investigation 
of the trutii firom the fulfilment of prophecy ; the 
testimony of those who were eye witnesses of the 
Redeemer's majesty ; and the final spread of the 
Gospel, through their sufferings and death. — 
These were nicely weighed and adjusted, until he 
satis&ctorily shewed the advantages to be decidedly 
in favour of embracing the truth as it is in Jesus at 
the present period. But it is impossible to give 
the reader an accurate conception of Mr. Hall's 
masterly argument. The whole sermon was 
delivered without the use of notes, and with 
astonishing rapidity, so that it became difiicult to 
follow him. It was observed, tiiat most of the 
barristers appeared to feel oppressed by the close- 
ness of attention which was requisite, folly to 
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estimate the weight of evidence produced. Any 
person, who was not in the secret, would have 
imagined it was prepared for the occasion. 

As we were walking home, I said to Mr. Hall, 
* What an astonishing sermon you have given us 
this morning, sir! I never heard you dehver a 
discourse with so much rapidity.' "Why, sir," 
he rephed, " my only chance of getting through 
was by galloping on as fast as I could: I was 
thrown on my resources ; and had no conception 
of its being the assizes, till I entered the pulpit 
and saw the counsellors. I never preached &om 
that subject before, sir." I said, ^ But when could 
you prepare the sermon, sir? for we have been 
together all the week, and you have had no time.' 
" Why, sir, I will tell you : I thought of it at 
intervals, and during the night. Beddome's Ser- 
mons, which you lent me, suggested the subject ; 
and I fixed the outline in my mind ; and perhaps 
was excited by the unexpected appearance of men 
of talent." 

Being desirous to learn from Mr. Hall the par- 
ticulars of the interview between the celebrated 
Mr. Hone and himself, I mentioned to Mr. Hall 
that I had been informed Mr. Hone called upon 
him, at Watford, for an explanation and an apo- 
logy, and that he complied with the request. 
" Well, sir, what of that? Who told you? What 
have you heard ? " I replied, * It has been stated 
that Mr. Hone considered his reputation was in- 
jured, by being coupled with CarUle, in the Reply 
to the Strictures in the Christian Guardian, where 
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he is charged with blasphemy. He denied the 
charge, and begged to be informed on what work, 
or passage in his writings, the charge was founded. 
' There can be no mistake, sir,' said Mr. Hone, 
* for, in the next page, you define blasphemy, 
which you say is " the speaking contumeUously 
of God :" now, sir, where have I spoken " con- 
tumeliously of God?"' "Well, sir," said Mr. 
Hall, " the account is mainly correct: I was 
wrong, and I certainly did apologize to Mr. Hone; 
there is nothing contrary to true dignity in that, 
sir. I once made you an apology, when you were 
a young man, sir, on discovering that I had been 
mistaken. To confess an error, is an act of com- 
mon justice between man and man.* Now, sir, 
I will tell you the sequel. I said, * I am not 
acquainted, Mr. Hone, with your writings ; but I 
am bound to beUeve you, when you say, that you 
have never made use of blasphemous language, 
and that you are a behever in Christianity ; but 
by some means I have received the impression, 
in common with several other persons, that you 
cherished the same principles with Carlil^. I hope, 
sir, as that is not the case, that you will take an 
early opportunity of making your belief known to 
the public : it will be the best method of doing 
away with the unfavourable impression.' Mr. Hone 
left me perfectly satisfied. Sir," he continued, 
"it is false honour, and false dignity, when we 
refuse to apologize for an error. Men firequently 
subject themselves to the necessity either of telling 

• See Works of the Rev. Robert Hall, Vol. V. Letter LIII. 
to the Rev. James Phillips. 
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a lie,* or hazarding their own lives, or the life of 
a fellow^reature, merely to support an imaginary 
dignity." * Yes, sir,' I replied, * this reminds me 
of a circmnstance which occurred some few years 
since, at the opening of a new session in parliament. 
The late Mr. Whitbread having inveighed, in strong 
terms, against the conduct of Mr. Perceval's ad* 
ministration, was called to order by Mr. Perceval, 
who rose, with great warmth, and said the honoiov 
able gentleman was pursuing the same course of 
argument and invectives, in opposing the meastires 
of government, as he had done in the former ses- 
sions; and then became quite personal, adding, 
" So true is it — 

' Destroy the web of sophistty, ia Tain ; 
The creature's at its dirty work again/ 

Mr. Whitbread instantly called him to order, and 
demanded satis&ction for such contemptuous lan- 
guage. Mr. Perceval, instead of acknowledging 
his error, and making a direct apology, shielded 
himself by the subterfuge, that *' he did not mean 
any thing personal." Now, Sir, not only Mr* 
Whitbread, but all who heard or read Mr. Per- 
ceval's language, must know that he was personal. 
The whole point was in the words " the creature," 
and the " dirty work :" stripped of its personality, 
there could be no meaning in the aUusion.' " Cer- 
tainly not," said Mr. Hall ; ** Mr. Perceval ought 
at once to have expressed his regret for having 
wounded the feelings of Mr. Whitbread, or have 
confessed that he had been betrayed by the heat 

• Lord Bacon says, " When a man lieth he is brave towards 
God and a coward towards men." 
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of debate^ and have begged his pardon : that, sir, 
would have been noble and truly dignified." 

While Mr. HaU was at all times willing to / 
concede the rights of others, he was equally tena- i 
clous of his own : and such was his commanding ; 
appearance, that none dared to commit the slight- 
est rudeness in his company. 

Some years before this period, he learned, from 
undoubted authority, that a clergyman of his ac- 
quaintance had made some unjust and illiberal 
charges against the baptists and himself. An ex-* 
planation was demanded, which was for a long 
time delayed. Mr. HaU, consequently, declined 
all intercourse with the clergyman. Two mutual 
friends at length waited on Mr. Hall, to inquire 
the terms upon which he would meet this gentle- 
man at a dinner party. He replied, that he had 
not the slightest objection to do so, provided their 
friend would either make him an apology, or declare 
that he did not allude to himself, directly or indi- 
rectly. On this being stated to the gentleman, he 
chose the latter alternative. The parties met, and 
a partial reconciliation took place. When Mr. 
Hall informed me of the circumstance, I said, 
' You know, sir, from the best authority, that he 
did allude to you, both directly and indirectly.' 
" Very well, sir," he replied, " Mr. — had his 
choice, either to deny it, or to make an apology. 
K he chose to tell a lie, that is not my concern : my 
honour, as a gentleman and a minister, is satisfied." 

On the Christian duty of forgiveness, Mr. Hall 
was of opinion that the injury or oifence ought 
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first to be acknowledged, according to the words 
of our Saviour : Take heed to yourselves ; if thy 
brother trespass against thee, rebuke him', and if he 
repent y forgive him ; and if he trespass against thee 
seven times a day, and seven times in a day turn to 
thee, saying, I repent, thou shalt forgive him. 

Mr. Hall shewed me his copy of Walton's Poly- 
glot, and explained some of its various readings. 
This led to a discussion of several passages in the 
Hebrew text. I asked his opinion of the eighty- 
fourth Psalm, part of which appeared to be unin- 
telligible, both in the common English version, 
and in the version by Cranmer. He immediately 
turned to the Psalm, and translated it into English. 
When reading the fifth verse, he said, " You are 
right, sir; there is a difiiculty, I think the sense 
cannot be given without paraphrase." 

The following versions, with the original text, 
are inserted for the convenience of the reader : — 

Hebrew Text. Cranmer't Translaiiony eu in the 

Prayer-Book, 

^'^AiajljJp niTT*»"nD ^ l O how amiable are thy dwell- 
" • • * * "* " ings : thou Lord of hosts ! 

n6DD3 : nito''^ r^rX'^ 2My8oulhathadesireandlong- 
■»■•:• * itT rr : ing to enterintothe courts of 

niisnb nroa i nnbs-mi *^® ^^'^^ • "*y ^^^ ^^^ °™y 

^•'* '•' ■^•'^ "• flesh rejoice in the livingGod. 

^T^. "^^^V^ ^'^ X^^U^ 3 Yea, the sparrow hath found 

' /^ "* ' ' * ' "^ • her an house, and the swal- 
I "liSS'DI : "^n SjS'Vm * low a nest where she may 

^, .^ y, lay her young: even thy 

^7 ]i7.. I -innJ) n^5 n)JS:tt altars, O Lord of hosts, my 

, .< _._^ , King and my God. 

^9 V' P"^?W nn^B^y 4 Blessed are they that dwell 

}-i«ii^*^v •^•;*^«» ^H^<p-^i.«« in thy house: they will be 

^^5??? ^T\ TC^^n??D alway praising thee. 
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I ^n5!p : D^n^? ni\jp^ 7 

^pbs;^ nyp?? ^'5^?? 

ni^si^ "g) : ^p^aJp "jj? 11 

^rjbs rips nSi^Pn 

n^i"?^ nin> 739^ 1 ttJ»BJ 

D'»?>hb :3ira-r39^ rib 
nijjn? nin^ : c=s'»pn? 13 
: Tf;a npa d1§ ^ni?Jw 



5 Blessed is the man whose 

strength is in thee: in 
whose heart are thy ways. 

6 Who going through the 

vale of misery use it for a 
well : and the pools are 
filled with water. 

7 They will go from strength 

to strength : and unto the 
God of gods appeareth 
everyone of them in Sion. 

8 O Lord God of hosts, hear 

my prayer : hearken, O 
God of Jacob. 

9 Behold, O God our de- 

fender: and look upon 
the face of thine Anoint- 
ed. 

10 For one day in thy courts : 

is better than a thousand. 

11 I had rather be a door- 

keeper in the house of 
my God : than to dwell in 
the tents of ungodliness. 

12 For the Lord God is a 

light and defence: the 
Lord will give grace and 
worship, and no good 
thing shall he withhold 
from them that live a 
godly life. 

13 O Lord God of hosts: 

blessed is the man that 
putteth his trust in thee. 



King Jameses or the present Autho- 
rized Tranelation. 

1 How amiable are thy taber- 
nacles, O Lord of hosts ! 



Literal Rendering, referred to in the 
Convereaiion with Mr. Sail. 

1 How beautiful (are) thy 
dwellings, 
O Jehovah of hosts. 
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2 My sonl longetb, yea, even 

fainteth for the courts of 
the Lord : ray heart and 
my flesh crieth out for the 
living God. 

3 Yea, the sparrow hath found 

an house, and the swallow 
a nest for herself, where 
she may lay her young, 
even thine altars, O Lord 
of hosts, my King, ai^d my 
God. 



4 Blessed are they that dwell 

in thy house: they will still 
be praising thee. Selah. 

5 Blessed is the man whose 

strength u in thee ; in 
whose heart are the ways 
of thenu 



6 Who passing through the 
valley of Baoa make it a 
well ; the rain also filleth 
the pools. 



7 They go from strength to 
. strength, every one of them 

in Zion appeareth before 
God. 

8 O Lord God of hosts, hear 

my prayer: give ear, O 
God of Jacob. Selah. 

9 Behold, O God our shield, 

and look upon the face of 
thine anointed. 



2 Wasteth, yea, fainteth my 

soul 
For the courts of Jehovah : 
My heart and my flesh cry 

out 
For God (the) living. 

3 Yea, the sparrow hath foimd 

a house, 
^nd the swallow a nest for 

herself, 
Where she may place her 

young, 
(In) the very altars of thine, 

Q Jehovah of hosts, 
My King, and my God. 

4 Blessed are they that dwell 

in thy house. 
They will be still praising 
thee. 

6 Blessed is the man whose 
strength is in thee. 
Elevations (are) in your 
hearts. 

6 Passing (through) the valley 

of Baca, 
They rest, and drink from 

the fountain, 
The rain also covereijb the 

pools. 

7 They go from strength to 

strength, 
And appear before God in 
Zion. 

8 O Jehovah, God of hosts, 

hear my prayer, 
Give ear, O God of Jacob. 

9 Our shield, look, O God, 
And behold the face 

Of thine anointed. 
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10 For a day in thy courts it 
better than a thousand. I 
had rather be a doorkeeper 
in the house of my God, 
than to dwell in the tents 
of wickedness. 



11 For the Lord God is a sun 

and a shield : the Lord 
will give grace and glory : 
no good ifung will he with- 
hold from them that walk 
uprightly. 

12 O Lord of hosts, blessed is 

the man that trusteth in 
thee. 



10 For good it a day in thy 

courts, 

(Yea,) more than a thou- 
sand. 

I have chosen to be a door- 
keeper 

In the house of my God, 

Than to dwell in the tents 
of the wicked. 

11 For a sun and a shield 

Is Jehovah God. 
Grace and glory will Jeho- 
vah give ; 
He will not withhold good 
To them that walk in in- 
tegrity. 

12 O Jehovah of hosts, 
Blessed is the man that 

trusteth in thee! 



On my expressing my surprise at the faciKty 
with which Mr, Hall read the ariginal, he replied, 
" Why, sir, it has hecome familiar to me hy prac- 
tice. I make a point of translating a chapter or 
psalm every day ; and, if you remember, I took 
lessons from Lyon, the Hebrew professor at Cam- 
bridge. I studied the language when at Bristol, 
but afterwards neglected it." Mr. Hall insisted 
on the importance of reading with points, and of 
paying great attention to the irregular verbs. 

I asked his opinion of the translation of the 
request of Naaman, the Assyrian leper, 2 Kings 
V* 18. Mr. Hall turned to the passage* I ob- 
served that, if the verbs would allow of the past 
tense, it would read thus : " Concerning this 
thing, vrill the Jehovah pardon thy servant, in my 
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lord's going into the house of Riininon, to bow 
himself there, when he leaned on my hand, and I 
bowed myself in the house of Rimmon : in my 
bowing in the house of Rimmon, will Jehovah 
extend pardon, I pray, to thy servant in this 
thing ?" I observed, ' This would give a consistency 
to the whole story : here is a sense of guilt and 
deep anxiety on the part of Naaman; a mind 
awakened to the knowledge of Jehovah as the only 
living and true God, and an expression of an 
earnest desire for pardon. Then the answer of 
the prophet harmonizes — Go in peace; as much 
as to say, He will pardon you.' Mr. Hall replied, 
" There is a difficulty in the passage ; but let us 
consult Poole's Synopsis." He did so, and read the 
paraphrase. " No, sir," he continued, " Poole is 
against you ; he contends that it must be regarded 
as an employment of Naaman, ex officio^ as a 
minister of state in his personal attendance on his 
master, and not in a rehgious capacity," &c. &c. 
Mr. Hall added, " I have my doubts about the 
passage." I thought, however, that he seemed 
inclined to the sense given by Poole ; whom he 
praised as a very valuable writer, and then dropped 
the subject. 

Mr. Hall frequently observed, as the result of 
his researches, that the obvious popular sense of a 
scripture passage, was generally the true sense. 

The following morning I left Leicester, in com- 
pany with Mrs. Hall, who remained with us about 
three weeks. After her return, Mrs. Greene re- 
ceived the following letter from Mr. Hall. 
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"August 30, 1822. 

" My Dear Madam, 

" Agreeably to your desire, I sit down to 
write a few lines, to inform you of Mrs. Hall's safe 
arrival. She got to Leicester about eight o'clock 
on Wednesday evening, a good deal fatigued 
with the journey, and complaining very much 
of a head-ache. During the greater part of the 
ride, she had for her companions two Frenchmen, 
who behaved with great civility; after they had 
left, a very rough, unsocial being, accompanied 
her during the remainder of her journey. Since 
her return, she has pretty well recovered her 
fatigue ; and, with the exception of some pain in 
her fece and cheeks, is in tolerable health. She 
desires me to express the deep sense she enter- 
taiiias of the great kindness she met with under 
your hospitable roof, and, with her acknowledg- 
ments on that score, you must permit me, however 
inadequately, to express my own. It was unfortu- 
nate for her that repeated attacks of indisposition 
prevented her from avaihng herself of all the 
advantages of her situation : had she been capable 
of taking more air and exercise, I have Uttle doubt 
she would have derived essential benefit from the 
excursion. I am sorry, on your own account, she 
was so poorly, because I am conscious that an 
invalid is at best but a troublesome inmate, 
capable of giving much trouble with little pleasure 
in return. I most sincerely thank you and dear 
Mr. Greene for your kind attention, which left 
nothing undone, which friendship could dictate, 
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towards the alleviation of her complaint. I be- 
lieve regular exercise, could she be prevailed upon 
to take it, Mroidd do more for her than any medi- 
cine ; her whole system needs to be braced and 
strengthened. I shall endeavour to exert myself 
to the utmost to induce her to be frequently in 
the air, and to take as much exercise as she can 
bear without fatigue: if to this she could be 
prevailed upon to take bark and red vdne, I think 
it would be of great benefit to her. When she 
is worst, I uniformly find the most difficulty to 
prevail upon her to take what might be bene- 
ficial. The rest of my family are, through mercy, 
tolerably well. It will give Mr?. Hall and myself 
the greatest pleasure to see you at Leicester : we 
fully anticipate that pleasure, at the &rthest, 
should we be spared to see another summer. 
Mrs. Hall unites with me in most gratefril and 
affectionate remembrances to you and Mr. Greene. 
" I am, dear madam, your affectionate friend, 

" Robert Hall." 



« My Dear Friend, "^"»*'' ^*' "*^ 

" It is a serious disappointment to Mrs. Hall, 
as well as to myself, that we have not, before this, 
enjoyed the pleasure of a visit from you and 
Mrs. Greene at Leicester. I have had such a 
succession of engagements, as, combined with 
yours, have hitherto deprived us of that pleasure ; 
and vmte now to inform you, that next week I 
shall certainly be at home, and if you and dear 
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Mrs, Greene can favour us with your company 
then, we shall esteem it a great favour. On the 
7th of next month I am engaged to preach at 
Ximbolton; the next day at St. Ives; and shall 
spend the succeeding Sabbath at Cambridge. 

" Mrs. Hall will, I believe, accompany a friend 
of hers to London in about a fortnight hence ; so 
that the time I have suggested, is, I fear, the only 
one previous to next winter. Should you decline 
our proposal respecting that time, (which, however, 
I earnestly hope you will not,) let me entreat you 
to promise us a visit during the winter. There are 
many fine days in that season, when travelling is 
not unpleasant ; and no season is so favourable to 
social fireside enjoyment. I hope, however, we 
may promise ourselves the pleasure of seeing you 
next week. Mrs. Hall is gone with three of our 
children to Marine Baths, in this neighbourhood, 
from whence I am going to fetch her on Saturday. 
It is with her knowledge, and by her request, that 
I have suggested next week as the time when we 
hope to have the pleasure of seeing you. Her 
reason for going to the Baths was not so much the 
state of her own health, as that of our children, 
particularly the youngest, who has been very 
poorly a long time. Mrs. Hall unites with me in 
most afi&ctionate and grateful remembrances to 
you and to Mrs. Greene. It will be a great dis- 
appointment to her, as well as to myself, not to 
see you. " I remain, my dear friend, 

*' Yours most affectionately, 

" Robert Hall." 
g2 
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On receiving this invitation, I wrote to fix the 
day of our being with Mr. Hall at Leicester ; pre- 
ferring to go there at once, rather than defer our 
visit till the winter. 

On the Saturday after our arrival, we took 
breakfast in his study ; and, after family prayer, I 
remained alone with him. About eleven o'clock 
I arose, observing that he would probably wish to 
prepare for the Sabbath. He replied, " O no, sir, 
don't go yet : sit down ; I want to have a little 
talk. * I do not know what subject to select. I 
have been preaching here so long, that I find great 
difficulty in fixing upon new subjects; and you 
know, sir, I do not like to preach the same sermons 
again." * Why, sir,' I repUed, * you never had any 
difficulty of this kind at Cambridge : you generally 
expounded in the morning, and we observed that 
the exposition su^ested a topic for the afternoon 
discourse ; and, you will remember, that in addition 
to your stated expositions, you fi'equently selected 
a Psalm, or an interesting subject of scripture 
biography ; for instance, the character of Abraham, 
Eli, &c. We enjoyed the expositions, sir, ex- 
ceedingly.' " But, sir," said Mr. Hall, " my 
people at Leicester do not like expositions. I 
have frequently tried them, and it does not do to 
expound when the people are not interested. My 
congregation, sir, is composed principally of plain 
people, who are engaged in manufactories, and 
who have not enjoyed the advantages of education. 
They are by no means so intellectual as our friends 
at Cambridge; I am sorry they do not like 
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expositions, for I am convinced that more solid 
instruction may be derived from them than from 
sermons. I have been astonished, sir," continued 
Mr. Hall, " at the superior knowledge of the 
Scotch, compared with the English, in this respect. 
It is the uniform practice of clergymen in the 
church of Scotland to expound every Sabbath 
morning. On these occasions, the people have . 
their Bibles before them ; and, by this plan, are 
accustomed to hear and to read the Scriptufes in 
their connexion, which is a very great advantage, 
sir." ' Well, sir,' I said, * will you allow me to 
suggest a plan ? Suppose you were to commence 
a course, and continue it at intervals ; for instance, 
every third week, or once a month: you might 
thus gradually accustom the people to it.' " Why, 
sir, that is a very good idea ; I never thought of 
that before, sir. I think it may do very well ; I 
will try that plan, sir." I reminded Mr. Hall of 
the order of his expositions at Cambridge: the 
Gospel of John, the Acts of the Apostles, the 
Epistle to the Philippians, the two Epistles of 
Peter, and the three Epistles of John ; and added, 
' We were very much interested, sir, in your 
remarks upon the Acts of the Apostles ; and espe- 
cially with the geographical information respecting 
the different places the Apostles visited; — the 
reception they met with ; — the manners and cus- 
toms of the inhabitants ; — their present condition, 
&c. &c.' *^ Yes, sir," he replied, thoughtfully, 
*' it is a most interesting book." * There was one 
thing, sir, that you frequently noticed, which made 
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a deep impression upon my mind. It was the 
strong, incidental evidence of the divinity of our 
Lord — it breaks in upon us without any formality 
of proof. The Apostles seem to take it for granted 
as a first principle, which was universally received 
and believed by the first converts.^ '* You are 
quite right, sir, it is a powerful argument ; I have 
been fi'equently struck with it. There i& no mean- 
ing in the language employed by the Apostles in 
speaking of our Lord, if opposed to this supposi- 
tion. The incidental evidences, as you observe, are 
certainly irresistible.** 

After sitting with Mr. Hall some time I left him, 
on perceiving that his mind was at work. He spent 
the remainder of the day in his study* 

On the Sabbath morning I ibund him in the 
upper kitchen reclining upon the dresser : in one 
hand was his Bible, and with the other he held 
his pipe. On my entering, perceiving that I felt 
surprised, he exclaimed, " What I are you fright- 
ened, sir ?" * Rather so,' I replied : ' I had no idea 
of finding you here.' " Why, sir, I derive great 
relief from lying on the boards of the dresser in 
this posture, it eases my back amaadngly, sir, you 
cannot think how comfortable I find it." He did 
not then allude to the subject of his discourses, 
but announced from the pulpit his intention of 
expounding the Acts of the Apostles, and then 
repeated the topics of our conversation on the 
preceding day. His remarks were to the following 
effect : that it was his uniform plan at Cambridge 
to expoimd the Scriptures in the morning; that 
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the practice obtained generally in Scotland; and 
to this feet might be attributed the superior bib- 
Kcal knowledge of the Scotch to that of the 
English, the fonner being in the habit of reading 
aod hearing the Scriptures in their connexion; 
*-that the practice of preaching jfrom single texts 
was of modem invention ; — that in most of our 
dissenting churches, the Scriptures formerly were 
expounded; it was, therefore, his intention to 
expound in future, not every Sabbath, but once in 
three weeks or a month. He then added, that, 
in case the plan was not generally interesting, he 
would relinquish it. After this prefece, Mr. Hall 
read the first eleven verses of the Acts of the 
Apostles, finishing with the account of the ascen- 
sion. In the evening, he took his text fi*om Luke 
xxiv. 52. And they worshipped him, and returned 
to Jerusalem with great joy. The sermon was a 
sequel to the morning exposition. If the reader 
will refer to the account of the ascension, in the 
first chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, and com- 
pare it with this verse in Luke, he will better 
understand the following brief and imperfect out- 
line. 

Mr. Hall observed, The cause of the Apostles' 
joy, was the astonishing scene which they had just 
witnessed. And he led them out as far as Bethany, 
&c. While they were conversing with their Lord 
and Master on the mount called Olivet, he was 
taken up, and a cloud received him out of their sight. 
The sacred historian has not informed us as to the 
nature of this cloud, but there is no doubt that it 
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was the chmd — the Shekinah, — the visible symbol 
of the divine presence. " This, my brethren, was 
the day of the Redeemer's solemn public inau- 
guration, when he received the reins of universal 
empire. The Apostles looked steadfastly; they 
saw him enter into the cloud, into the bosom of 
the Deity, and veiled in the insufferable brightness 
of the divine glory. He had told Nathaniel that 
he should hereafter see greater things than these : 
Verily y verily y I say unto you, you shall see heaven 
open, and the angels of God ascending and descend- 
ing upon the Son of man. This was now fulfilled : 
they beheld him in the splendour of his glory, the 
glory of the only-begotten of the Father ; and the 
angels of God ascending and descending upon 
Him as he entered into his glory. Two of these 
angels descended while they were looking stead- 
fastly towards heaven, and stood by them in white 
apparel, which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why 
stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come, 
in like mxinner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 
Observe, it is said, he shall come in like manner ; 
and, in another place, he shall come in his own 
ghry, and in the ghry of his Father ; and here it 
is said, he shall come as ye have seen him go into 
heaven. What an astonishing scene, my brethren, 
was this ! such as the world never witnei^sed be- 
fore ; and as soon as the Apostles had recovered 
jfrom their transport, well might they worship him, 
and return to Jerusalem with great joy : they wit- 
nessed the ascension of their risen Redeemer, after 
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his pubKc recognition by the Divine Being as 
Lord of heaven and earth, thrones and principali- 
ties and powers being made subject unto him : this 
it was that filled them with great joy. From this 
time, they assumed a new character. The Jews 
were astonished at the boldness with which they 
preached the Gospel at Jerusalem, and publicly 
charged the Jews with the murder of their Lord : — 
This JesuSy whom ye have taken, and by wicked 
hands have crucified and slain, is both Lord and 
Christ; whom God hath raised up. Such was 
their fortitude, that neither bonds, nor stripes, 
nor imprisonment, nor death itself, could shake 
their resolutions : none of these things moved them,''^ 

I feel it impossible to follow Mr. Hall any 
farther. When portraying the scene upon the 
Mount, his unrivalled powers of description placed 
the subject in such a view, and his impassioned 
manner produced such an impression, that we 
might well say, — Whether in the body or out of the 
body we could not tell. 

Of course this subject became a matter of con- 
versation in the evening. Mr. Hall commenced 
by saying, " Well, sir, you see I have taken your 
hint, but I do not know how my people will like 
the plan." I replied, ^ Every one must have 
been interested, sir; I had no idea that you in- 
tended to commence to-day.' " Why, sir, I had 
neither studied the exposition nor the sermon, 
until you suggested the plan yesterday; I have 
my doubts, sir, whether it was generally approved.. 
One of the most intelligent of my hearers came to 
g3 
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me in the vestry, and told me, that he preferred 
my sermons to expositions." I requested Mr. Hall 
to repeat the exercises of to-day at Cambridge^ and 
added, that I was certain that his friends there 
would be highly gratified. 

\ At supper time, Mr. Hall inquired whether I 
/had heard Mr. Irving, who was then much fol- 
'lowed in London? I replied in the affirmative. 
" Well, sir," said he, " and how did you like him?" 
I expressed great disappointment, and gave it as 
my opinion, that his statements were too bold, 
and his manner declamatory and theatrical. I 
then instanced the harsh and unfeeling manner in 
which that gentleman would repeat auch solemn 
words of the Apostle, If any man love not the 
Lord Jesus Christ, let him he anathema maranatha. 
" That is very bad taste, sir," said Mr. Hall ; 
" your account exactly corresponds, however, with 
the description I have received from several per- 
sons, whose judgments I respect : I can only form 
my opinion, sir, from his publication, having never 
heard him; but as comparisons have been insti- 
tuted, I am careful in stating an opinion, lest it 
should be attributed to jealousy. If his * Orations' 
be really eloquent, we are all wrong, sir; our 
standard of eloquence is wrong; all the great 
masters are wrong; Demosthenes, Cicero, Fox, 
Burke, Pitt, and Sheridan, have all been mis- 
taken," &c. &c. 

The next morning, a gentleman from London 
endeavoured to persuade Mr. Hall to visit that 
city, and named several reasons which he thought 
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might induee a compliance with the request. '' I 
do not like the bustle of preaching in London, sir," 
said Mr. Hall. I then turned to the gentleman, 
and told him that he had not taken the right tack 
with Mr. Hall, and recommended him to press his 
wishes on the ground of the good which Mr. Hall 
might effect, by correcting the bad taste of the 
Londoners, who were running after Mr. Irving. 
Mr. HaU, who was lying upon the sofa, smoking, 
instantly rose, and replied with great humour, " A 
pretty idea, indeed, sir ! So you wish me to go 
to London, and have the streets placarded vsdth 
the time and place of preaching ; and the bills 
headed with large characters, — England against 
Scotland for ever, huzza !" (laughing heartily.) 
The next morning we took our leave of him. 
I think it was during this visit he informed me 
that he had preached a series of sermons at Lei- 
cester, against Socinianism. " I shoidd not," he 
said, " have entered upon the controversy, sir, 
had not the Unitarian minister thrown down the 
gauntlet ; I was, therefore, necessitated to take it 
up at the request of my people. I preached one 
sermon, sir, to prove from the Scriptures the 
existence and agency of the devil. I wrote that 
sermon fairly out ; what is become of it I cannot 
tell, sir. It was before me in this room, (we 
were in his study,) I left it on the table, and 
Walked out for a few minutes ; when I returned, 
it was gone, sir. The window was open, just so, 
sir," (opening the vrindow to shew me ;) " I think, 
sir, the devil must have come in, and taken it 
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away to prevent me from preaching k again^ and 
doing him mischief: he disliked that sermon ex- 
ceedingly, sir." * Perhaps, sir,' I observed, * it 
was blown out of the window while you were 
absent.' " No, sir, that could not be the case ; 
we immediately searched the yard and garden, 
and also our neighbours' premises ; but it was all 
in vain. Is it not extraordinary, sir?"* 

In the summer of 18^5, we promised again to 
visit Mr. Hall. On his return from an excursion 
to London, I received the following letters. 

" July Uih, 1825. 

" My Dear Friend, 

*^ I have been from home about three weeks, 
as have also my wife and family; myself at London 
and elsewhere, they at Ashby-de-la-Zouch ; and 
they intend returning to-morrow. I am extremely 
sorry we have not yet had the pleasure of seeing 
you at Leicester, as you, I find, have been so 
kind as to propose. I have been, in some degree, 
unexpectedly engaged in a series of visits, with 
very Uttle interruption ; I intend now to stay at 
home till the latter end of the year : and, in the 
mean time, it will give us very great pleasure to 
see you as soon as ever you can come, after the 
children are returned to school: it will give us 
very great gratification. I am very sorry my 
absence from home should have occasioned an 
omission in replying to your kind favour; be 

« See the account of this Sermon in the Fifth Volume of Mr. 
HaU's Works. 
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assured, niSiing was ever farther from our inten- 
tion, than to neglect an old friend, or rather 
fiiends, whom we have so many reasons to love 
and esteem. 

" The children will be returning to school soon ; 
and if we hear nothing more from you previously, 
we will lose no time in informing you when they 
are gone, and requesting the fulfilment of your 
kind intention. I am glad to hear the unpleasant 
aSair with ♦♦♦♦♦♦ is almost terminated : I was 
very sorry to hear it had occasioned you so much 
imeasiness. 

" I write this at your sister's, Miss Greene's, 
of Kettering, who informs me you wrote to her 
about a fortnight since, to inquire about me of 
Mr. Hall of Kettering. Your mother and sister 
are as well as usual, and desire to be affectionately 
remembered. I beg to be most aifectionately re- 
membered to dear Mrs. Gbreene. We count much 
upon seeing you, and of receiving the pleasure 
your society and that of Mrs. Grreene never fails 
to impart to. Dear sir, 

" Your affectionate friend, 

" Robert Hall." 



" August nth, 1S25. 

" My Dear Sir, 

" Mrs. Hall and myself have been longing for 
an opportunity of enjoying your society under our 
humble roof; but we have been so situated, — partly 
from domestic circumstances, and partly in conse- 
quence of my absence from home, — that we have 
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been compelled hitherto to deny oUtoelves that 
gratification. It is with great pleasure that I now 
write to assure you that we are in that state that I 
hope will render your visit comfortable, both to us 
and to yourselves. All our children are at school, 
except the eldest ; I have no journey in immediate 
prospect ; and we despair of ever finding an occa- 
sion more favourable to the pleasure we •promise 
ourselves jfrom an interview, than the present. It 
will be a great satisfaction to me and Mrs. Hall, if 
you can meet our wishes by visiting us (in company 
with dear Mrs. Gbreene, of course,) as soon as pos- 
sible. May we promise ourselves the pleasure of 
seeing you early in the next week ; and that you 
will give us as much of your company as you can 
possibly spare? We long to see you; we have 
much to hear, and much to communicate; and 
among the greatest pleasures of life, I shall always 
place that of conversing freely with an old and 
esteemed friend. 

" I hope you are not offended at our not having 
written on this subject sooner: it arose from a 
number of unforeseen occurrences, over which we 
had no control. I can truly say, my affection and 
esteem for you have suffered no abatement, and I 
am pretty confident never will ; and in this decla- 
ration I would be understood to comprehend your 
excellent partner. Many changes have occurred 
since we had the pleasure of meeting, which it will 
give me great delight to have the opportunity of 
talking over with one of my oldest and dearest 
friends. Mrs, HaU, whose health is as usual, xmites 



d by Google 



THE REV. ROBERT HALL. 135 

with me in <fost affectionate remembrances to dear 
Mrs. Greene and yourself. 

" I remain, dear sir, with unabated affection and 
esteem, 

" Your affectionate friend and brother, 

" Robert Hall." 

The fitst evening after our arrival at Leicester, 
I introduced the subject of an article, which, to 
oblige the editor, Mr. Hall had contributed to the 
Christian Repository for August, 1825, " On the 
spiritual Condition and Prospects of the Jews," 
signed Philalethes. " What ! is it printed, sir ? " 
said Mr. Hall. * Yes, sir : I have Philalethes with 
me.' " Well, sir, it is very strange they have 
never sent me the number. I certainly was en- 
titled to one for my trouble ; I will take it vdth 
me, if you will fetch it, sir." I did so ; and when 
he came into his study the next morning to break- 
fast, he said, " There, sir, is your magazine ; I 
have read every Une in it since we parted last 
night, while you have been asleep." This led to a 
conversation upon the article. Mr. Hall contended 
for the possibility of a pious Jew obtaining sal- 
vation without becoming a convert to Christianity. 
" He possesses," said he, " the Law and the 
Prophets; which, as our Lord himself affirmed, 
contain sufficient motives to repentance, with that 
expectation of a fiiture Messiah, and of the spiritual 
benefits which he is appointed to confer, by which 
;saints under the ancient economy were justified." 

I mentioned to Mr. HaU that in the opinion of 
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many of his brethren in the ministry his views 
upon the subject were too Kberal, since the New 
Testament declares that there is no way of salva- 
tion, but by faith in a crucified Saviour. In 
addition to the illustration given by Mr. Hall 
himself, when speaking " of a Jew being in aa 
insulated situation, so as never to have had the 
Scriptures propounded to him," &c., I observed 
that the argument might be strengthened by a 
reference to the situation of the Ten Tribes, who, 
if still in existence and seclusion, possess only 
their own Scriptures. Josephus speaks of them 
as being in a far country, north of the Euphrates, 
and superior in numbers to the Jews in Judea. 
Now, as these Ten Tribes do not appear to have 
incurred the guilt of rejecting and crucifying their 
Messiah, it is possible that they may not have had 
any knowledge of his appearance ; and therefore it 
is not unreasonable to conclude that the Christian 
terms of salvation had not been offered to them : 
consequently we have no authority to suppose 
that they are excluded from the mercies of God, 
provided they live according to the light afforded 
by the former revelation ; and probably they will 
first experience the blessings attendant upon their 
restoration to their own land. Mr. Hall replied, 
" Very true, sir : " — and, after defending the views 
• he had taken of the subject, said, " You are going 
into the town this morning ; you can call at Mr. 
Combe's, the bookseller, and ask him if he has 
any of that number." I did so ; he however knew 
nothing of the article, nor of the magazine. I 
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then called upon several other booksellers, none 
of whom were acquainted with the publication. 
On my return, I mentioned the circumstance to 
Mr. Hall. " Why, sir," said he, " is not that 
marvellous? Mr. Combe, being my printer and 
bookseller, you would have supposed that the 
publisher would have sent him some copies : he 
would have sold a considerable number of thenu 
Why, ar, I should have made a better tradesman 
than that 1 Poor Philalethes 1 so nobody in Lei- 
cester knows any thing of him ; — he is unknown 
in his own country, and among his own kinsfolk T* 
In the course of conversation I renewed the 
subject of expositions, which he told me had been 
given up, owing to the unconquerable aversion of 
his people to the plan. I then inquired whether 
he had prepared any thing for the press since 
I saw him ? He said, " No, sir ; the manual 
labour is too great, owing to the frequent pain 
in my back.** Those persons who have read the 
remarks of Dr. Gregory, appended to the first 
volume of Mr. Hall's collected works, will sympa- 
thize with this observation. I once saw Mr. Hall c 
write a note of invitation to a friend, while reclin- > 
ing at full length on the carpet, with the paper » 
and ink upon it. In addition to this obstacle in 
the way of his literary labours, Mr. Hall fixed 
his standard of eloquence so high, that he could 
never please himself. I have every reason to be- 
lieve that he considered his sermon on the death 
of the Princess Charlotte, as his chef d'ceuvre. He 
told me that he had printed sixteen editions, each 
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of which amounted to one thousand copies ; and 
that he did not like to lessen his reputation as an 
author. 

When speaking in glowing terms of Mr. (now^ 
Lord) Brougham's inaugural address, on his being 
installed as Lord Rector of the University of 
Glasgow, he said, " Brougham is quite right, sir ; 
preparation is every thing.* If I were asked 
what is the chief requisite for eloquence, I should 
reply — Preparation; and what the second? — 

* The following is the passage alluded to by Mr. Hall : — '* 1 
should lay it down as a rule, admitting of no exception, that a man 
will speak well in proportion as he has written much ; and that, 
with equal talents, he will be the finest extempore speaker when 
no time for preparing is allowed, who has prepared himself tlie 
most sedulously, when he had an opportunity of delivering a pre- 
meditated speech. All the exceptions which I have ever heard 
cited to this principle, are apparent ones only, proving nothing 
more than that some few men, of rare genius, have become great 
speakers without preparation ; in no wise shewing that with pre- 
paration they would not have reached a much higher pitch of 
excellence. The admitted su})eriority of the ancients in all ora- 
torical accomplishments, is the best proof of my position ; for their 
careful preparation is undeniable : nay, in Demosthenes, (of whom 
Quintilian says, that his style indicates more prepar,ation, plu$ 
cura, than Cicero's,) we can trace, by the recurrence of the same 
passage, with progressive improvements in different speeches, how 
nicely he polished the more exquisite parts of his compositio'ns. 
I could point out favourite passages, occurring as often as three 
several times, with variations and manifest amendment." It is 
with pleasure we refer the reader to that masterly discourse, which 
is another proof of the gigantic powers of its extraordinary author. 
It is remarkable that this pamphlet, certainly one of the most 
powerful that has appeared in modern times, was written " during 
the business of the northern circuit." We scarcely know which 
to admire most, Lord Brougham's varied talents and extensive 
learning, or his noble and patriotic principles, all of which unite 
to constitute him the colossus of literature, and the glory of this 
age and nation. 
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Preparation; and what the third? — Preparation'* 
Then, (with a sigh,) " If I had prepared more 
for the pulpit, I should have been a much better 
preacher : there are, sir, heights and depths, and 
breadths and lengths in eloquence, yet to be 
attained, that we know nothing about." 

Mr. Hall had learnt, from painful experience, 
what it was to soar, free from the incumbrances 
and depressing influences of flesh and blood ; after 
his first confinement, he observed that he had been 
** all mind, and his imagination had consequently 
been overstretched." I have reason, therefore, to 
believe that his recollection of this period, and a 
consciousness of his mental capability, constituted 
the true secret of his aversion to publish. His 
standard was too high — he thought unutterable 
things. 

I asked Mr. HaU what reason could be assigned 
why so few ministers rose above mediocrity, while 
they enjoyed the ' advantages of education, and 
leisure for pursuing their studies. *^ I will tell 
you, sir," said Mr. Hall. " Some of our young 
men, when they enter the academy, have almost 
every thing to learn ; their time is therefore chiefly 
occupied in acquiring the knowledge of the lan- 
guages and theology. When they leave the insti- 
tution they forget that they are only furnished 
with the materials for acquiring knowledge,^ and 
rest satisfied with present attainments, instead of 
pursuing their studies, and reading constantly and 
closely. In addition to this, sir, they settle too 
soon over congregations ; and many of them marry 
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eaxly. Thus they axe burthened with the cares of 
a young family, as well as of the church ; and are 
compelled, from limited incomes, to commence a 
school for their support. A minister, sir, ought 
never to be under the necessity of taking 
scholars."* 

To return from this digression ; we were sitting 
alone in the study. I proposed to retire, as Mr. 
Hall usually secured three hours to himself before 
dinner. He said, " Do not go yet, sir; it is not 
often I meet a friend with whom I can converse 
mthout restraint. I have many persons call upon 
me, and I am sometimes quite amused with their 
conversation: they string their words like beads, 
sir, and measure their sentences as if their whole 
reputation depended upon the next syllable they 
uttered." 

Mr. Hall then went to his desk and took out 
a curiosity: it was an almanack, with a diary, 
formerly in the possession of the celebrated Philip 
Henry. I said, ^ This reminds me, sir, that, many 
years since, you recommended from the pulpit, 
at Cambridge, the Life of this good man, with 
Dr. Bate's dedication; most of us immediately 
purchased the work.' " Well, sir, I dare say you 
had no reason to regret it." ^ No, sir, I replied, 

* Mr. Hall's opinion upon this subject cannot obtain too general 
notice, or too serious consideration. It is a lamentable fact, that 
many excellent ministers have their energies withered by the 
anxiety of providing the common necessaries of life. Surely it is 
not too much to expect that the pastor of a church, whose office it' 
IS to administer to the spiritual necessities of his flock, should 1*«* 
supplied with the bread which perisheiK 
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' it is a fine piece of biography ; I have read it 
several times with increased pleasure : the writer 
appears to me, sir, to have been a man possessed 
of superior intellect to his son Matthew, who was 
greatly indebted to his father for materials, when 
writing the Commentary.' " Yes, sir," said Mr. 
Hall, " there is no doubt of that : Philip was a 
man of extraordinary learning. There were giants 
in those days, sir." I inquired whether he had 
seen Matthew Henry's Treatise on the Sacrament. 
** Yes, sir, I have it ; it is an excellent work, the 
best that I have met with upon the subject, sir." 
I then expressed my surprise at its being so little 
known among our baptist friends, while it was 
generally read by the independents. " I cannot 
account for that, sir," he repHed ; " the work is 
by no means controversial." 

Speaking of Barrow's Sermons, the style of 
which is extremely rugged, Mr. HaU observed, 
*' I have read them, sir, and am exceedingly 
pleased with them ; Barrow was a great man. 
His style is verbose, but the matter excellent." 
Blair's Sermons were then mentioned. " Blair is 
not to be compared with Barrow, sir. It is true, 
that his periods are rounder, and, as compositions, 
his discourses are more elegant: they resemble 
heaps of polished pebbles, sir. Barrow is however 
the closest thinker ; his ideas are profound ; they 
are diamonds stuck in mud, sir." 

In the course of a conversation respecting an 
essay 'upon a popular subject, by a friend, whose 
former work he warmly eulogized, Mr. Hall said— 
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" It was with difficulty I read the book, sir ; I 
cannot understand it. ♦♦*♦♦♦ appears to 
' have set out on a race after obscurity, and to have 
overtaken it." 

After dinner, Mr. Hall appeared agitated and 
depressed, from the anxiety respecting his con- 
templated removal to Bristol. He commenced 
the conversation by observing, " I have received 
an invitation to Bristol, to succeed Dr. Ryland, 
as pastor of Broadmead, and president of the 
academy. I shall not, however, think of the 
latter for a moment, sir. A great difficulty will, 
I am afraid, be created by TerrUl's trust, if the 
two situations axe separated." Mrs. Hall, who 
was sitting by, added, * Now Mr. Greene is with 
us, I hope you wiO. talk it over, and come to some 
decision ; it is very unpleasant to remain in this 
state of suspense.' I asked Mr. Hall whether he 
had ever tried Dr. Franklin's moral arithmetic? 
" No, sir, what do you mean? I have never 
heard of it." I then explained the plan, which is, 
first, to state in writing all the reasons pro and con; 
then estimate the force of each reason, as some 
will have the weight of two, three, or four minor 
ones ; nionber them accordingly : cast up both 
sides ; and strike the balance. " Sir," said Mr. 
Hall, " I see where the plan is defective: you 
. want a ffuage, to estimate the importance of each 
reason." He then stated the various motives which 
hifluenced him with regard to the two congre- 
gations. The following is the copy of a memo- 
randum which was made at the time : — 
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"I. My two sisters, and my brother-in-law, 
Mr. James, reside in Bristol, who axe in the de- 
cline of life. It would, therefore, be very gratify- 
ing, not only to myself, but to them, if I decided 
upon spending my remaining days where we could 
occasionally enjoy each other s society. 

^'11. I should have the advantages of a large 
public library, containing many valuable books 
and Italian literature, which I cannot procure at 
Leicester. 

" III. At Bristol, I should not only meet 
several old friends, but very intelligent society; 
while at Leicester there are very few reading 
men with whom I am acquainted. 

'* IV. Some of my friends contend, that my 
preaching would be of great advantage to the 
students. I could not, however, take any part 
in their tuition. 

" V. My old and esteemed friend, Isaiah Birt,* 



* This eminent and venerable minister, the patriarch of ouif 
denomination, and the oldest surviving friend of Mr. Hall, who 
recently visited me, observed, that " No person could know Mr. 
Hall thoroughly, unless they had seen him in his undress. It was 
in the social circle that the kindness of his disposition, as well as 
his eminent piety, were apparent." Mr. Birt has kindly permitted 
the insertion of the following extract, from a published Letter, 
referring to the decease of his friend, addressed to his son, Rev. 
J. Birt, of Manchester: — 

" What a loss ! most sensibly do I feel it. Not only did I ad- 
mire Mr. Hall on account of his superior talents, but I loved him 
on account of his goodness : the splendour of his genius was seen 
and admired by every one ; but they who were admitted to inti- 
macy with him alone knew the excellency of his heart They 
often lost sight of his mighty powers, in admiration of his deep 
humility, his exalted piety, his childlike simplicity, the ingenuous 
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and several others, advise me to accept the invi- 
tation. 

" VI. The change might give a new spring to 
my energies, and improve the condition of my 
mind ; every thing I say will be new at Bristol, 
whereas, at Leicester, I have nothing fresh to 
communicate. After preaching in one place for 
so long a period, I find great difficulty in fixing 
upon three new texts every week ; and the aver- 
sion of the people to expositions, renders the 
difficulty much greater. 

" VII. At Bristol I may have the advantage of 
air and exercise, without the expense and trouble 
of keeping a horse and gig; although this is a 
minor consideration, it would certainly improve 
my health and spirits. 

" Now, sir," continued Mr. Hall, '^ I will give 
you the other side of the case: — 

" I. My labours have been very useful at Lei- 
cester; I have baptized two hundred and fifty 
persons since I came here. 

" II. The meeting-house has been twice en- 
larged for me, and the congregation still keeps up, 
in point of numbers. 

" III. The church and congregation are unani- 
mous in wishing me to remain ; and I know that 
my removal will occasion great pain to all parties. 

deference which he paid to others, the tenderness of his compassion, 
and the extent and warmth of his benevolence. But we shall see 
him no more. I was invited to bury him, as I did Dr. Ryland ; 
and I most earnestly wished to have performed the service, but 
I was too ill to attempt it. A little longer, and we shall meet 
again." 
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*^ IV. They have offered to increase my salary 

to per annum ; and also to build a new place, 

and allow me to conmience de novo, by forming a 
new church in accordance with my own views. 

" These things, sir, perplex me greatly. Now 
in what manner would you recommend me to act ? 
What is your opinion? Are not the reasons 
nicely balanced, without going into Dr. Franklin's 
algebra ? " * I consider there is an awful responsi- 
bility, sir,' I replied, ' in giving an opinion upon 
the subject of a minister's removal ; it is, however, 
worthy of your consideration that Mr. Birt, and 
others, have no doubts respecting it. I remember 
reading in Matthew Henry's Life, that, when he 
was placed in a similar situation, and could not, 
himself, discover the path of duty, after much 
prayer, he determined to be perfectly passive, and 
to lay the case before several judicious ministers, 
by whose decision he resolved to be guided.' " I 
have done something similar to that, sir," replied 
Mr. Hall ; " but still I am exceedingly perplexed: 
the people at Bristol are very anxious, and I ex- 
pect another deputation jfrom them soon." 

A number of minor circumstances, which affected 
the character of some of his members, greatly 
influenced Mr. Hall in this decision. The accusers, 
and the firiends of the accused, very much annoyed 
him, by visiting him at unseasonable hours. One 
evening, after nine o'clock, on our return from the 
prayer-meeting, one of those persons called, and 
kept him from supper until nearly eleven o'clock. 
On his retiim to the parlour, he said, " This, sir, 

H 
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is a sample of the interruptions I now meet with : 
O that I had wings Uke a dove, then would I fly 
away and be at rest, I wish I had an invitation 
to some village, sir, where I could live retired. Is 
it not very strange, sir, that I never was so fortu- 
nate as to have an invitation to a village ? " I told 
him it was not likely that he ever would. He 
knew what I meant, and laughed heartily. 

The following characteristic circumstance oc- 
curred about this time. At a prayer-meeting, 
which was held on Monday evening, Mr. Hall 
was informed of the death of one of his old mem- 
bers. For some time he appeared very thoughtfol, 
and at length said, ** I should like, if you have 
no objection, sir, to call on this poor widow, who 
lost her husband last night ; he was the person 
for whom I prayed yesterday. It will not be 
much out of our road, sir, and she virill thiok it 
kind, especially in her present distressing situation. 
She lives in a humble way, as you will see, sir. 
Her husband was what we call at Leicester a 
stoeMnger.'' We accordingly visited the poor 
woman. Mr. Hall commenced, in the most feel- 
ing manner, to administer the balm of consolation. 
He stated his conviction of the piety of the de- 
ceased, with whom he had been acquainted for 
many years; during which time, his walk and 
conversation were consistent. " It is, indeed, a 
great loss," addressing himself to the vridow, who 
was deeply affected by this good man's affectionate 
address ; " but your loss is his unspeakable gain : 
he is now inheriting the promises." Tlien turning 
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to the diildren, who were grown up, he said, " I 
hope jou will tread in the footsteps of your pious 
fiither. You had an excellent parent; strive to 
follow his bright example/' &c. &c, " Now, if 
you please, as I caxmot stay longer to-night, we 
will spend a few minutes in prayer." Then, 
without regarding the brick floor, he kneeled 
down, and prayed for about ten minutes most 
fervently and devoutly, for the widow and father- 
less children ; after which he shook hands with all 
of them, wished them a good night, and promised 
to visit them again shortly. 

Mr. Hall proposed my driving him, the next 
day, to Charley Forest and Park, to see the 
ruins of the house in which Lady Jane Grey 
lived. We set off the following morning, which 
was the 1st of September. He made his calcu- 
lation as to time, and told Mrs. Hall that we should^ 
return to dinner by three o'clock. As soon as 
he w^as seated in the gig, with his pipe, he said, 
" Stop a few minutes, sir, we shall want a book." 
He accordingly left the gig, and, after procuring 
Cowper's Letters, took a large dose of laudanum, 
firom a fear of pain in his back. He was to-day 
in high spirits, and talked incessantly. When 
passing the bridge, on the entrance to Leicester, 
Mr. Hall said, " There is a fine meadow, and 
there is the abbey, and there is the gate. There, 
sir, is the entrance to the castle ; that is the very 
gate through which Cardinal Wolsey passed, in 
great distress, as a prisoner. Only look, sir ; we 
may imagine that we hear him exclaim, ^ Had I 
h2 
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served my God as I have served my king, he 
would not have forsaken me in my old age : ^ and 
there he died, sir." 

Mr. Hall stopped to light his pipe, at the house 
of one of his members. On his return to the gig, 
he resumed the subject of his removal to Bristol, 
v«rhich was uppermost in his mind, and continued 
it until we arrived at the village public-house 
at Newtown, where we left the horse and chaise. 
After engaging a guide, we began to ascend the 
hill, which was very steep. Mr. Hall held his 
pipe in one hand, and his hat in the other, and 
frequently turned round, to point out the extensive 
and beautifril prospect which opened before us. 
As soon as we had reached the smnmit of the hill, 
we sat down on a broken piece of rock. The air 
was very bracing, and Mr. Hall was in ecstasy. 
" How fine is this scene, sir! There, sir, is a 
wonderful prospect ! In a fine clear day, from this 
spot you may see seventeen counties, and objects 
at the distance of seventy miles. Yonder, sir, is 
Leicester ; we can just discern the houses. What 
a contrast between this and Leicester ! How still 
we are, sir ! What a divine stillness ! We may 
imagine ourselves the only beings in the universe ; 
yet how many millions are living in the distance ! 
Only think, sir; vrith all their pursuits, their 
anxieties, their hopes, their fears, their pleasures, 
and their sorrows ! Yet how still we are, sir — not 
a soimd to be heard. We are above them. We 
cannot see one of them ; but the eye of the Deity 
sees them all!" His imagination now became 
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exceedingly brilliant, and he appeared in all the 
glory of his powerful intellect, which it is im- 
possible to reflect.* " Think of Leicester, sir," 
he continued ; " there all is bustle and anxiety : 
some axe in the streets, some in shops and count- 
ing-houses, and others in their looms, fidl of care 
and anxiety ; yet how easy we are, sir ! " After a 
momentary pause, we imagined that we heard 
voices in the distance. " Perhaps it is an echo, 
sir," said Mr. Hall ; " I have heard that there is 
one in this neighbourhood, and probably this is the 
spot." He then called out very loudly, and the 
echo responded from a distant part of the forest. 

When we had rested, Mr. Hall requested the 
guide to shew us the nearest way to the house and 
park. The ground on the side of the hill being 
very slippery, from the loose stones and dry 
weather, I offered my arm to Mr. Hall, which he 
declined, saying, " Oh no, sir ; what, do you take 
me for an old man, sir ? do you think that 1 can- 
not walk alone, sir ? you should understand human 
nature better than that, sir ; if a man is getting 
into years, he never likes to be reminded of it*" 

On reaching the park, we had a view of the 
ruins of the house. Mr. Hall observed, " What 
a set of barbarians they must have been, sir, to 
destroy such a magnificent house as this was ; they 
were worse than Gpths and Vandals! What a 
size it must have been, sir ! I am told they carried 
away sufficient bricks to build a whole street in 
Leicester : only think, sir, to build a whole street. 

* It reminded me of the scene on mount Tabor. 
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We are now on classic ground. Here Lady Jane 
Grey studied Plato, the divine Plato: wl^tt a 
beautiftil spot it must have been to have studied 
Plato in!" Then approaching the house, Bxid 
surveying it, he exclaimed, " Oh that we did but 
know the room which she occupied ! Only think, 
sir ; a poor hapless young lady of eighteen, taken 
reluctantly from such retirement and studies, to 
be crowned. There was no ambition on her part ; 
it was all Northumberland's doing." Then, with 
great rapidity, he ran over the events of h^ short 
life, from the intrigue of Northumberland, to the 
cruelly of Mary, in shedding the blood c£ ber 
innocent victim. After exploring the ruins, we 
visited the fish-ponds, and went tmmt thence into 
the valley, where there wa& a fine purling stream^ 
that fed the ponds. " Only listen, sir," he said, 
" to those beautiful notes produced by this water 
rippling over the pebbles ; it is like music. Hark ! 
one, two, three ; why, sir, you may trace all the 
notes of the gamut !'* 

At a short distance firom this brook, having a full 
view of the rocks, we sat down leisurely to notice 
the broken fragments. The line of rocks on one 
side of the valley exhibited a variety of fantastic 
shapes, like a heap of rough hewn quarries, half 
prepared for the builder. " Here, sir," said Mr. 
Hall, " is a temple of nature, where the fancy and 
imagination may revel for days. Come, sir, let us 
feast our eyes ; tbis is a scene to dwell upon. Let 
us view it leisurely ; let it fill our minds, so that 
we may carry it away with us. Why, sir, if these 
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woods were within two or tliree miles of Leicester, 
I should walk here every day:" then, looking 
roxind and musing upon the scenery, he again ex«r 
claimed, ^^ What a delightful place to study Plato 
in. Only ccmceive, sir ; a little more than four 
such lives as mine, and Lady Jane was walking 
liere, with Plato in her hand, and Roger Ascham 
by her side. . How short the time appears ! ** On 
observing the guide at a distance, he said, " How 
well the man behaves, sir; he does not offer to 
come near to interrupt, or to hurry us. I dare say 
the poor man wonders what there can be here to 
interest us so much : he has been over the grounds 
so often, that the beauties of the scene make not 
the least impression on him." After musing here 
for some time, we went to the grove, the trees of 
which form a long avenue. The branches were 
of immense size, and shoot out to the distance of 
seventy feet across the path, through the line 
of trees on the opposite side, forming a kind of 
arched roof, and so intermingled, that the scene 
resembled a temple in darkness. On our entering 
the avenue, the sun, which had been clouded for 
some time, suddenly burst forth. " There, sir," 
said Mr. Hall, '* how grand is that light and shade; 
how beauti&dly they are blended! It appears as 
if the sun was Hghting up the scene for the coming 
of the Lord of the temple." We walked from one 
end of the grove to the other, and plucked a branch 
from one of the large beech trees, which we took 
home as a curiosity. This brought us to the village 
church-yard. I looked at my watch, and found, to 
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my astonishment, that it was past three o'clock, 
the hour fixed for dinner, and we had yet eight 
miles to travel. Mr. Hall said, " You quite sur- 
prise me, sir; we have been so interested as to 
lose all ideas of time. Well, never mind, sir ; we 
will just look at this pretty church-yard: how 
rural it is, sir." Then, fixing his eyes upon one 
of the graves, he paused for a moment, and with 
his hat in one hand, and the pipe which had been 
long exhausted, in the other, he placed himself in 
a devotional attitude, and exclaimed, 

" Perhaps in this neglected spot is laid 

Some heart once pregnant with celestial fire; 
Hands that the rod of empire might have sway'd. 
Or waked to ecstasy the living lyre." 

On leaving the churchyard, we returned to the 
carriage-road, and having half a mile to walk for 
the gig, to save Mr. Hall unnecessary exertion, I 
proposed that he should wait till I fetched it. 
" That, sir, is the very thing, and I will mean- 
while go into one of these cottages, and light my 
pipe; I can do you no good, sir, as I have no 
money in my pocket." On my return he related 
the following adventure. " There was a curious 
old man in the cottage where I lighted my pipe, 
who knew me very well ; so we entered into con- 
versation on some of the high points. He was 
formerly one of Mr. Vaughan's hearers, and went 
to Leicester every Sunday, for the purpose of 
attending his church ; but has lately left Mr. 
Vaughan's ministry, on account of his sentiments. 
K what he says be correct, Mr. V. is a rank 
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antinomian. The old man now attends the village 
churchy and appears better satisfied. He told me 
that he remembered hearing my father at Amsby. 
My father, sir, was very doctrinal in his preaching, 
and more attached to Calvinism than I am. If 
there are any sentiments to which I could sub- 
scribe, they are Baxter's." This led to some 
remarks upon Dr. Watts's Sermons, of which Mr^ 
Hall very much approved, particularly that which 
treats upon the hidden life of a Christian. He 
also spoke highly of the hymns which are ap- 
pended to those sermons, and remarked, that it 
was extraordinary that they were not printed with 
his collection till of late years. As we rode along, 
he repeated the following hymn, with which he 
was greatly pleased : 

** How vast the treasure we possess ! 
How rich thy bounty, King of grace ! 
This world is ours, and worlds to come ; 
Earth is our lodge, and heaven our home," &c. 

This brought us to Leicester. On passing the 
bridge, Mr. HaU, having broken his pipe, rose in 
the gig, and tossed it over the wall into the river. 
This he considered a feat. He then complained of 
thirst, and requested me to pull up at a friend's 
house, and beg the feivour of a glass of cold water. 
Perceiving that he was heated, I begged him to 
re&ain : however, he was determined. " There, 
sir, I was very thirsty, and have taken two large 
goblets of water." We reached home between 
five and six in the evening. After dinner, we were 
joined by Mr. Combe, of Leicester. Mr. Hall 
h3 
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gave him a pressing invitation to meet us at tea 
on the following evening. Little did I imagine 
that a day, which had passed so delight&iUy, would 
he followed by an event the most painful and 
distressing. While enjoying the fiill flow of social 
intercourse, my beloved partner fell senseless on 
the floor of the drawing-room. Mr. HaU immedi* 
ately ran out for medical assistance ; but all was in 
vain. Though she partially recovered, so as to be 
removed to our own residence, she lingered but for 
a short time, and ihenfell asleep in Jesus. I shall 
not trouble the reader with a recital of private 
sorrow. The Lord gave^ and the Lord hath taken 
away : blessed he the name of the Lord. Immedi* 
ately upon hearing of her decease, Mr. Hall sent 
to me the following letter : — 

" November 5, 1825. 

" My very dear Sir, 

" I am extremely concerned and affected by 
the melancholy intelligence Mr. Edward Smith 
was so kind as to convey. Mrs. Hall has been 
very seriously indisposed in consequence of it, and 
it has scarcely for a moment been out of my mind 
since I heard of it. It gave us the greater shock, 
because we had heard a more favourable account 
of dear Mrs. Greene, and were flattering ourselves 
with the hope that she had entirely surmounted 
the effects of the indisposition she had while at 
Leicester. It came like a thunderbolt. Alas! 
how hidden and mysterious are the ways of Pro- 
vidence ; how Httle did we suppose, when she 
took her leave of us with so much cheerfulness^ 
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her end was so near, and that we were destined 
never to see her fisice more ! How awfully affect- 
ing would our interview hare been, if we had been 
aMe to foresee such an event ! Surely it is vrise 
and merciful in the great Disposer of all events to 
hide fiiturily fix>m our view; vrilhont whidbi, the 
present world would be so embittered as to become 
intolerable. My dear firiend, what shall I say, — 
what topic of consolation can I touch upon, with 
which you are not as well acquainted as myself? 
In truth, I have little confidence in the power of 
words on such occasions: I believe nature must 
have its course on such occasions ; and that elabo- 
rate attempts to console only serve to irritate the 
grief they are intended to assuage* The mitigation 
and cure of such wounds (if they admit of any) 
must be the result of the combined operation of 
religion and of time, which I humbly hope will 
temper the anguish of your feelings^ until they 
subside within the limits of a not unpleasing me^"^ 
lancholy. 

" There is one consideration, however, that I 
cannot help suggesting ; and that is, that your loss 
is her unspeakable gain. Of the sincerity of her 
piety, none that knew her could entertain a doubt: 
her character was not equivocal, but marked with 
the strongest indications of a renewed nature ; and 
we well kiiow what is the portion which awaits 
such. She has entered into the joy of her Lord, 
and, could she address us from her elevated seat, it 
would be in the language of our blessed Lord, 
Weep not for me, hut for yourselves. The time is 
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short ; the end of all things is at hand : but a few 
more months or years roll over us, and we also 
shall go hence, and be no more seen. 

" I have only heard in general of her removal, 
with few or no particulars. We long to hear more 
of the leading circumstances attending this aSect* 
ing catastrophe ; by what it was preceded. 

" When your spirits are sufficiently fortified to 
be able to write on this melancholy subject, we 
shall be much obliged to you, if you will indulge 
us with an answer to these inquiries, and give us 
as fiill and circumstantial an account of the melan- 
choly event as you can bring to your mind. We * 
most deeply and tenderly sympathize with you; 
and my prayers will never be wanting at a throne 
of grace, that you may be supported imder, and 
eminently sanctified by, this most afflictive event. 

** Mrs. Hall unites with me in most sympathizing 
regards. We shall be most happy to see you at 
Leicester. 

" I remain, my dear sir, 

** With the greatest S3rmpathy, &c. &c. 

" Your aifectionate friend and brother, 

" Robert Hall." 
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MR. hall's removal TO BRISTOL, 1826. 

Shortly after receiving the following letter I 
visited Mr. Hall, at Bristol : 

" Leicester, 20th March, 1826. 

** My Dear Sir, 

" I am very sorry you should impute my not 
replying earlier to your letter, to any feeling of 
xesentment on account of your long silence on the 
receipt of my letter of condolence. That I did 
not hear from you I was surprised, I confess, but 
not displeased ; but, when I learnt the state of 
your mind, my surprise entirely ceased, and gave 
way to unmingled emotions of commiseration and 
(Concern. 

** The reason of my not answering sooner, arose, 
-partly from my despair of writing any thing that 
could aSbrd any immediate mitigation of sorrow so 
intense and deep rooted, and partly from the hurry 
and agitation in which I have long been kept, by 
the prospect of my approaching removal from 
lieicester. Indeed I have felt an extraordinary 
degree of perplexity and anxiety, which is fax 
from having entirely subsided. Had I been aware 
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you attached any importance to my communication, 
my friendship for you is too ardent and sincere to 
have permitted me to remain silent. 

'* Acquainted, as you axe, so thoroughly, with 
all the topics of religious consolation, I despair of 
suggesting a single thought which has not occurred 
to your own mind. You well know, my dear 
friend, that the condition of all earthly unions, is a 
necessity of tlie one bidding a long adieu to the 
other ; that your connexion with the dear deceased 
was, necessarily, a mortal one; and that, conse- 
quently, no temptation has hefallen you hut what is 
common to men. Severe as your privation is, it is 
accompanied with the consoling consideration, that 
you are not called to sorrow as those who have no 
hope ; and that she whom you loved as your own 
soul, is in possession of consummate feUcity. If 
ye loved me, said our Lord to his disciples, ye would 
rejoice, because I said, I go to my Father. May 
not a similar reflection be applied to your present 
melancholy loss ? What is the genuine dictate of 
love, but to desire the happiness of its object? 
In the present instance that desire is completed ; 
and when could your beloved partner have been 
removed, when you woidd have regretted her re- 
moval less, so that a degree of suffering, equivalent 
to what you now experience, was inevitable, unless 
it had pleased God to call you away first, or to 
terminate your earthly career together, a rare, and 
almost unexampled felicity ! The Lord, however, 
has done what seemeth him good ; and though he 
has deprived you of the delight of your eyes with a 
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stroke, he has left you the pr(»mses of God> the 
consolations of hope> and the benefit yet to be 
derived from her fervent prayers and her bright 
example. Let me earnestly urge you to try the 
effect of change of scene. What, if you were to 
reside for a time at Bristol ? I need not say how 
much your society would delight me. In Bristol, 
or the vicinity, you would meet with much to 
occupy md amuse you. 

" I am, my very dear friend, 
" Your aflTectionate and sympathizing brother, 

" Robert Hall. 

" Mrs. Hall is at Bristol, or would join me in 
mo9t affectionate regards. I shall rejoice to hear 
from you. My best regards to Dr. Gregory and 
family." 

Mr. Hall had taken a newly 'built house, plea- 
santly situated in Ashley-place, on the Stapleton 
road, about a mile from the meeting-house at 
Broadmead ; but as it was not finished, Mrs. Hall 
and himself were residing with his brother-in-law, 
Mr. James, in Deighton-street. 

Our first interview produced a melancholy satis- 
faction. The late painful bereavement naturally 
occupied much of the conversation. One circum- 
stance I shall be pardoned for introducing to the 
reader : I observed to Mr. Hall, that, when his 
departed friend was in fuU prospect of the great 
change which awaited her, she lamented that she 
had not conversed more upon religious subjects ; 
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and observed with regret, that even ministers too 
much confined the great subjects of religion to the 
closet and to the pulpit. I said, * How is this, 
Mr. Hall? we have often felt disappointed, after 
being in company with eminent ministers, to find 
that almost any subject has been started and pur- 
sued rather than religion.' ** I confess, sir," he 
replied, " I cannot tell how it is ; I must plead 
guilty to the charge, for, somehow or other, I have 
no aptitude for religious conversation, in general 
company ; it requires a peculiar tact, sir, which I 
find very difficult to attain, except when visiting a 
person in affliction, or on a sick bed : much, sir, 
may be attributed to early associations and habits. 
We dissenters have gone to the extreme, from fear 
of being charged with cant and enthusiasm, and of 
being considered puritanical." 

I was very much concerned to find such a strik- 
ing alteration in Mr. Hall's health and activity, in 
the space of only six months ; he did not appear 
like the same man, and complained of a difficulty 
in breathing, and of pain in his chest. He could 
not walk more than a quarter of a mile without 
stopping in the streets to rest himself against some 
pales, to recover his breath ; whereas, in the pre- 
vious September, he had walked seven or eight 
miles. He said, " Sir, this is quite a new com- 
plaint ; I never had this, till I became so anxious 
about leaving Leicester. I have been very much 
perplexed, sir, fearing that I have not been in 
the path of duty in removing ; you cannot con- 
ceive of the conflict which I have had, sir. The 
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parting was very painj^, but I acted for the best, 
and have only engaged myself here for twelve 
months, so that if I do not find myself happy, I 
dare say the Mends at Leicester will be glad to 
have me back. There are some things that I want 
to talk to you about ; they do not relate to the 
church, but to the congregation ; and it will be a 
mortifying thing, sir, if I am to be uncomfortable 
in a similar way as at Leicester ; if that should 
be the case, I am determined to leave." 

Previously to Mr. Hall's leaving Leicester, he 
wrote the following letters of resignation of the 
pastoral office, which are truly apostolic expressions 
of the deepest concern for the spiritual interests 
and prosperity of the members. 

TO THE CHURCH OF CHRIST MEETING IN HARVEY- 
LANE, LEICESTER. 

"Zd April, 1826. 

" My dear Brethren and Sisters, 

" I TAKE this opportimity of solemnly and 
affectionately resigning the pastoral charge which 
I have long sustained among you, and of express- 
ing, at the same time, the deep sense I shall ever 
retain of the marks of affection and esteem, with 
which, both collectively and individually, you have 
honoured me. 

" Though the providence of God has, as I con- 
ceive, called me to labour in another part of his 
vineyard, my solicitude for your spiritual welfare 
will every^ remain unimpaired, nor will any thing 
give me more joy than to hear of yotir growth in 
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grace, peace, and pros^rity. My prayer will never 
cease to ascend to the God of all comfort, that Jbe 
•will establish your hearts in love, unite you more 
and more in the fellowship of saints, and make you 
jGruitfdl in every good work. 

** Let jne earnestly intreat you to guard most 
anxiously against whatever may tend to weaken 
your imion, diminish your affection, or embitter 
your spirits against each other. Let brotherh/ love 
continue ; Seek petice and pursue it: and May the 
God of peace, who brought again from the dead the 
Lord Jesus Christ, that Great Shepherd of the sheep, 
stabUsh, strengthen, settle, aaid make you perfect. 

" I hope that, in the choice of a successor, you 
will earnestly and anxiously seek divine directicoi; 
prefer the useful to the splendid ; the solid to the 
glittering and showy; and be supplied with a 
pastor who will, in doctrine, exhibit UncorruptnesSj 
gravity, sincerity, and sound speech which cannot 
be condemned, and be in manner and behaviour a 
pattern to believers. 

^* Permit me, on this occasion, to return you my 
sincere acknowledgements for the uniform kindness 
with which you have treated me, the respectfcd 
attention you have paid to my ministry, and the can- 
dour with which you have borne my infirmities. 

" With my most earnest prayers for your spi- 
ritual and eternal welfare, I remain, my dear 
brethren and Sisters, 

^^ Your obliged and afiEectionate 

" Friend and Brother, 

" KoBERT Hall," 
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TO THE OPEN COMMUNION CHURCH, MEETING IN 
HARVEY-LANE, LEICESTER. 

" My dear Brethren and Sisters, 

" I TAKE this opportunity of expressing my 
warmest acknowledgments for the uniform kind- 
ness and attention I have receiyed at your hands, 
at the same time that I resign my pastoral charge 
among you. 

" Let me hope, my dear friends, that you will 
still continue your communion, since you may rest 
assured that the congregation and church at Harvey- 
lane will never make choice of a pastor, who will 
scruple the communion of pious psedo-baptists ; 
and I have little doubt that in a short time the 
middle wall of partition will be broken down^ an 
event which I well know would give great pleasure 
to a vast majority of the Baptist sodety. 

** Be assured, my dear friends, that the difference 
of sentiment between us, on one point of very 
inferior importance, has never for a moment abated 
any thing of my esteem for your character, or my 
sense of your kindness. 

" I have had my trials, but I must in justice 
say, they have in no degree arisen from you, whose 
I religious deportment has uniformly been such as 
to give me pleasure. I am so conscious of the 
credit which your exemplary conduct has reflected 
on the christian profession, that I cannot suppress 
my anxiety that you may continue your commu- 
nion at Harvey-lane, not doubting that it will ter- 
minate ere long in that entire coaUtion with your 
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feUow-christians, which the principles of Chris- 
tianity demand. 

" That the God of peace may take up his abode 
among you, and enrich you abundantly with every 
spiritual blessing in Christ Jesus, is the sincere 
prayer of, my dear Brethren and Sisters, 
" Your obliged and affectionate 

** Friend and Brother, 

" Robert Hall.'* 

As Mr. Hall appeared anxious to be again 
settled in his study, a few of the students from the 
college and Mr. Anderson, at my request, kindly 
assisted in unpacking and arranging his books. 
When this was completed, I informed Mr. Hall, 
who appeared much surprised and delighted. " It 
was very kind, sir ; it would have cost a great deal 
of money if I had employed a bookseller. I ought 
to give the students a housewarmingy don't you 
think so, sir?" 

He inquired my opinion of the Baptist Academy 
in Stokes Croft. I told him that I had frequently 
taken it for a bridewell, and was surprised, when 
informed that it was the Baptist Academy. " Well 
you might be, sir ; it is neither one thing nor the 
other ; there is no order of architecture to which 
it belongs," &c. &c. I observed, that it was 
planned by an acquaintance of Mr. Hall, aiid that 
it was the result of his information. " Who ? me, 
sir?" he replied; ^^ my information, sir? I had 
nothing to do with it, sir." I then reminded 
him. of a visit he made to some of the principal 
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buildings in the neighbourhood of the metropolis, 
in company with the architect ; and added, that 
Mr. A declared, that he had derived more valu- 
able information from the conversation of that day 
than he had ever obtained from any member of 
the profession. This being the case, we may con- 
clude, sir, that the Bristol Academy was the result 
of that * valuable information.' Mr. Hall laughed 
heartily, and observed, " The architect, sir, has 
quite mistaken the design for which the place was 
erected : the error, however, may be attributed to 
the nature of his employment ; about that time 
he was engaged in building several of our county 
gaols." 

Shortly after this, he observed, ** What a very 
amiable set of students they have in the academy, 
sir. You have heard some of them at conference ; 
they are very modest and unassuming youi^ men, 
sir ; and behave with remarkable propriety. Mr. 
Crisp* speaks very highly of them, sir; I very 
much wish that the families would take more notice 
of themy hy inviting them to their houses; they 
behave much better, sir, than we did : when I was 
at the academy, some of us were very unruly, sir ; 
we plagued Dr. Evans sadly. I think they are 
worked too hard, sir; they should be allowed 
more time for general literature, not only with a 

* There were few persons for whom Mr. Hall entertained so 
great an affection ns for the Rev. T. S. Crisp. This pious, 
talented, and truly amiable man, holds the office of president of 
the Baptist Academy, Bristol, and afternoon lecturer at Broad- 
mead. The name of Mr. Crisp is never mentioned by the stu- 
dents but with veneration and esteem. 
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view to information, but to enliven theii* minds.** 
In this opinion I coincided, and instanced the 
Polytechnic School at Paris, where the studies 
are varied daily. '* An admirable plan, sir," re- 
plied Mr. Hall : it preserves the mind from being 
jaded ; such transitions enable the student to apply 
with renewed vigour." 

We were sitting with the window open, and his 
attention was taken with a field of ripe grass, while 
he was smoking his pipe. " What beautiful un- 
dulations!" he exclaimed; ** they are like ocean 
waves ! How pleasing, sir ! The poets have almost 
exhausted nature for images ; but I do not recol- 
lect at this moment, that any of them have ever 
noticed this beautiM appearance; the ripe com, 
you know, sir, is frequently employed." 

Shortly after this, Mr. Hall joined a party on a 
visit to Lord Clifford's Park, and King's Weston. 
We reached Pen-pole Point about seven p. M. It 
was a fine evening, about the latt^ end of May ; 
the sun was setting in the waters of the Severn, in 
all its majesty and gloiy. Mr. Hall was in rap- 
tures : ^'' Only look, sir, on that mild silvery light 
shed upon tiie expanse of waters ; how inviting ! 
Why, sir, it looks as if they were preparing 
for a magnificent public baptism; and that the 
one hundred and forty-four thousand described in 
the Revelation, were about to descend into the 
waves, sir! What a sublime scene it is!" We 
remained at the inn at King's Weston till nearly 
eleven o'clock, and then returned. 

The objection of the Baptists at Broadmead to 
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'^ mixed communion/' imposed double duty on 
Mr. Hall on those days when the IxNrd's supper 
was administeTed. He was highly delighted when 
informed that his church at Leicester had thrown 
down the middle wall of partition contained in 
ordinances. ** Mr. Mursell, sir," said he, ** is a 
much cleverer man than I am; he has accom- 
plished that which I could not effect, sir. I hope, 
sir, they wiU have an anniversary to celebrate 
my removal from Leicester, and I will certainly 
attend." 

Reference having been made to the " confe- 
rence," it may be observed, for the information of 
the reader, that the term is applied to a meeting 
that is usually held on Tuesday evenings, in the 
vestry at Broadmead, in Bristol, when two of the 
students deUver, in rotation, short discourses upon 
a given subject. After them, the pastor of Broad- 
mead, or one of the tutors, concludes the service 
by prayer and a few additional observations. 

At one of the conference meetings, Mr. Hall, as 
was usual on such occasions^, announced the sub- 
ject which had been proposed for the discussion of 
the following week ; it was from 1 Chron. xi. 17 : 
And David longed and saidy O that one would give 
me drink of the water of the weU of Bethtehem^ that 
is at the gate/ After reading the passage, Mr. 
Hall turned to Mr. Crisp, and said, " I am sorry, 
sir, I have announced that passage; what a strange 
subject, sir! I am sure neither the students, nor 
myself, will be able to make any thing o£ it." 
Mr. Crisp was of opinion that it had better be 
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changed. The following evening I called upon 
this gentleman, and proposed another text: of 
which he approved, and requested me to inform 
Mr. Hall of the alteration. I did so; and was 
surprised to find that he had changed his mind 
respecting it. *' O no, sir," said he " we will have 
yours another week ; I have heen thinking of the 
other, and Kke it very much ; it is fiill of instruc- 
tion, — there is a great deal may be said upon it. 
Tell Mr. Crisp I mean to retain it, and the stu- 
dents must do their best." 

Accordingly, two of the yoimg men spoke upon 
the passage : their remarks were very ingenious but 
they treated it figuratively, and spiritualized the 
subject. Mr. Hall followed for about a quarter of 
an hour, in a most interesting and instructive man- 
ner, taking the text, in its connexion, as illustra- 
tive of the character of David. The following is 
an outline : — " David was a mighty man of war 
from his youth ; he was chosen by God to govern 
the kingdom of Israel, after the rejection of Saul. 
He was a man of astonishing courage. When 
brought before Saul, after relating, in a simple 
and artless manner, one of his achievements, he 
fearlessly assured him that the uncircumcised Phi- 
listine should be as one of them, seeing he had defied 
the armies of the living God, David succeeded in 
this enterprise ; and, with a stone and a sling, slew 
the giant Goliath. It is not at all surprising, that 
when a man of such extraordinary courage and 
daring fled the country, on account of the cruel 
jealousy of Saul, a number of men, distinguished 
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for their bravery, idiould attach themselves to him, 
and resolve to follow his fortunes. 

** It appears from the whole of David's history, 
that he was not only the greatest captain of the 
age, but that he had that peculiar faculty, which 
some few eminent generals have possessed, of 
attaching the hearts of his followers to himself ; a 
proof of which we have in the extraordinary affec- 
tion entertained for him by Jonathan, as not- 
withstanding the considerations which tended to 
counteract this feeling, their souls were knit toge- 
ther as brethren. Let it be remembered that David 
was destined to succeed to that throne, which 
Jonathan, by birth, was entitled to fiU. David 
was distinguished by that kindness of disposition 
which is the grand secret in ruling the hearts of 
men. 

" The occasion on which the words of the text 
were delivered, was this : — David was in the hold. 
The camp of the Philistines was between the well 
of Bethlehem and this strong hold. David, having 
undergone great fatigue, was probably overcome 
with thirst ; and remembering the frequent refresh- 
ments he had received from this celebrated well, 
be incautiously, without considering the ardour and 
devotion of some of the great captains who sur- 
rounded him, exclaimed, O that one would give me 
to drink of the water of the well of Bethlehem / The 
wish of such a leader was considered equal to a 
command. The sacred historian informs us of the 
names, the characters, and achievements, of the 
three remarkable heroes who undertook the rash 
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enterprise of breaking through the .camp of. the 
Philistines, to procure water in order to assuage 
the thirst of their leader.-~(Ver. 20 to 25i) Then 
David poured it out to the Lord, und said, My God 
forbid it me that I should do this thing. ShaU I 
chink the blood of these men that have put their 
Uves in jeopardy ? for with the jeopardy of their Uves 
they brought it. Therefore he would not drink. 

"This," Mr. .Hall observed, "shews the huma- 
nity of David ; he reflected on himself for having, 
in a moment of irritation, uttered a sentiment of 
complaint, for which the lives of his fellow-men, 
long endeared to him, were so exposed to jeopardy 
purposely to gratify his wishes ; he was evidently 
affected by this fresh proof of their devotedness 
to him. 

" We learn, my brethren," continued Mr. Hall, 
"from this subject, the vast importance of this prin- 
ciple of kindness, not only between the governors 
and the governed, but in aU the relations of social 
and domestic life ; between parents and children, 
husbands and wives, masters and servants: it is 
the grand secret of government, and the source 
of happiness. If masters, for instance, were more 
influenced by this principle, and considered the 
happiness and welfare of their servants, we should 
flad a greater degree of attachment, and readiness 
to serve and give themselves up to them ; it would 
become a reasonable and usefrd service: and^ on 
the other hand, if servants were kind, obedient, 
and attached to the interests and persons of their 
masters, we should not hear so many complaints 
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of the disobedience of the one, nor of the unrea- 
sonable requirements of the other. 

" The same will apply to the intercourse of social 
life. If we made it our study to promote the hap- 
piness of our &iends, by sympathy, kindness, and 
generosity ; the benefits would be reciprocal, the 
selfish principle abandoned, and that peace and 
good-will to men, which was the design of the 
appearance of Jesus Christ in our world, would 
very soon be realized in its fullest extent. An 
apostle classes ^brotherly kindness' among the 
Christian virtues. * Add to your faith virtue,' &c. 
and ' brotherly kindness ; and to brotherly kindness 
charity. Now abideth faith, hope, charity; these 
three : but the greatest of these,' he says, * is 
charity, or love.' " 

One evening, the subject of Dr. Young's " Night 
Thoughts" being introduced, I quoted the follow- 
ing passage: — 

** Eternal life is nature's ardent wish ; 
What ardently we wish, we soon believe ; 
Thy tardy faith declares that wish destroyed. 
What has destroyed it? — Shall I tell thee what? 
When feared the future, 'tis no longer wished ; 
And when unwished, we strive to disbelieve : 
Thus infidelity, our guilt, betrays." 

I observed to Mr. Hall, that in the course of 
my experience in society, I uniformly found the 
truth of these sentiments ; that I never met with 
an instance where a man took up the argument 
as an unbeliever in the truth of Christianity, 
but it might be traced to an irregularity in 
his moral conduct, thus confirming a firequent 
i2 
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remark of bis : " When a man is opposed to 
Christianity, it is because Christianity is opposed 
to him : " I then inquired, how it could be ac- 
counted for, that Dr. Young's " Night Thoughts" 
are less estimated than formerly. Mr. Hall re- 
plied, " Dr. Young is destined to immortality. I 
cannot account for the taste of the age in prefer- 
ring a light and trifling kind of literature, which, 
being all glare, affords no food for the mind. 
Another age will properly aj^reciate the genius 
of Young." A gentleman then introduced PoUok's 
" Course of Time," and compared it to Milton, 
Mr. Hall said, " I am surprised at that observation, 

/ sir ; in my opinion the sublimity of Pollok is the 

I sublimity of nonsense." 

I never knew Mr. Hall's spirits so seriously 
affected as they were for a fortnight or three 
weeks, about this period. One day, when driving 
him out, he said, " Sir, my spirits are so horribly 
depressed, I do not know what to do with myself." 
His friends were evidently considerably alarmed 
respecting him. 

About ten days after this, I called to inquire 
respecting his health. " I am but very middling, 
sir," was his reply. I endeavoured to rally him, 
by assuring him that he appeared better; that 
his eyes were reassuming their wonted brilliancy. 
" Do you think so, sir?" He knew what I meant, 
arose and went to the glass, and immediately 
brightened up : "I think you are right, sir ; I am 
glad you think so ; I believe I am better." 

He had been copiously bled during this illness : 
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I felt, however, perfecdy convinced that he could 
not live many years ; and, in this opinion, I was 
joined by the medical gentleman who attended him 
at the time. 

One evening, when walking to the lecture 
at Broadmead, he found such great difficulty in 
proceeding, that he frequently rested to regain 
his breath. At length he said, '' I can go no 
farther, sir;" and then, pointing to a friends 
house, he continued, "We will go in here, and 
give up the idea of the meeting," 

Mr. Hall decidedly objected to the application of 
the term chapel to places of worship occupied by 
the dissenters, since it had been previously appro- 
priated to buildings connected with the Church of 
England. He said, " Dissenters need not borrow 
plumage from the hierarchy : simplicity, sir, is true 
beauty." For a similar reason, Mr. Hall never 
wore a gown in the pulpit. He conidered, that 
as it was an honour conferred by the university, 
no dissenter, who had not taken a degree, could 
with propriety assume the costiune of that learned 
body. "Sir, the nonconformist ministers con- 
tinued to wear the gown after their ejectment; 
but they had an undoubted right to it, having 
taken degrees at the imiversities. If dissenting 
ministers will robe themselves, let them adopt 
a costume characteristic of their own seminaries." 
Every gentleman, who has lived in a university 
town, will appreciate the delicacy of this senti- 
ment. 

About this time, Mr. Hall was solicited to 
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repeat the Series of Discourses upon Socinianisiny 
which he had previously delivered at Leicester* 
" No, sir," he r^)lied, " I shall not begin the 
controversy ; I did not enter upon it at Leicester 
until the orthodox were attacked by ihe socinian 
minister. Dr. Carpenter is a most amiable gen- 
tlemanly man, and we are upon very good terms. 
I have therefore no wish to break the peace, ot 
to offend him : at the same time, I shall always 
avow my sentiments whenever the subject comes 
regularly under notice ; and if Dr. Carpenter, or 
any other talented unitarian in the place, should 
throw down the gauntlet, I will be the first to 
take it up.** 

Mr. Hall was also strongly urged by a fiiend to 
reprint his celebrated pamphlet, in answer to the 
Rev. John Clayton, which first appeared in 179L 
In reply, Mr. Hall observed, — " No, sir ; I shall 
never consent to the republication of that letter. 
The pamphlet answered the purpose for which it 
was intended ; it would therefore be imkind and 
ungentlemanly to wound the feelings either of Mr. 
Clayton, or of his sons, by reviving the controversy.'* 
At a period of his illness this summer, Mr. Hall 
preached a singularly beautiful sermon, full of 
pathos and tenderness, quite in a feeble tone and 
plaintive manner, occasioned by great bodily indis- 
position, from these words : — Fear not. Utile ftoch^ 
for it is your Father^ s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom: or, as he said it should be rendered, 
A kingdom. It was very evident that he himself 
had derived great consolation &om the subject* 
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One day, after speaking very freely upon the 
usual method of preaching, Mr. Hall gave it as his 
opinion, that '' ministers are too methodical and 
mechanical as to time.** I then took the liberty 
of suggesting the importance of more attention 
being paid to the application of the subject. 
**You are quite correct, sir,'* he replied ; " the 
celebrated Mr. Fox was an example of this kind. 
He generally attempted to put his ideas in different 
points of view, in order to impress them more ftdly ' 
upon the mind. I intend, in future, to enlarge i 
my applications." 

Mr. Hall was very particular never to exceed 
the appointed time for preaching. * He some- 
times," as Mr. Bosworth has observed, * ended 
abruptly, and sat down just when his hearers 
wished him to proceed.'* On this being men- 
tioned to Mr. Hall, he replied, " Sir, it is much 
better to leave the hearers with an appetite for 
more, than to satiate and tire them out." 

Mr. Hall's strength now evidently declined: 
frequently on Sabbath evenings he was so much 
exhausted, as to fall asleep on the sofa, imme- 
diately after he had reached his own residence. 
After a short nap, he rose suddenly, dropped his 
pipe, and called for the Bible; — " Come, let us 
have prayer ;" and generally fell asleep before the 



* See " A Discourse on the Decease of the Rev; R. Hall, A.M. 
delivered in the Baptist Chapel, Stoke Newington, by Newton 
Bosworth ;" a pamphlet, which contains the most able, accurate, 
and interesting sketch of the character of Mr. Hall, that has 
hitherto appear£d. 
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chapter was finished. His friends provided a car 
regularly to convey him to and from the meeting. 
Indeed, at this time, he could scarcely make a call 
without this conveyance. He regretted exceed- 
ingly his inability to walk, as it prevented him 
from making pastoral calls and visiting the sick, 
which he had been in the habit of doing at Cam- 
bridge and at Leicester. He invariably objected 
to dining from home ; his friends therefore engaged 
him to tea, and on such occasions invited parties 
to meet him, and sent a car to his house by six 
o'clock, and conveyed him back about ten. He 
was much pleased with this plan : it was however 
necessary, owing to his numerous engagements, to 
invite him a fortnight beforehand ; and one of his 
daughters usually kept a list of these invitations. 
The months of June and July this year were 
unusually warm ; Mr. Hall, however, seldom com- 
plained of the heat, and had a fire almost con- 
stantly in his study. 

One morning, I asked him which way he would 
ride, — and to my great surprise he mentioned the 
Fish Ponds : adding, " I should like to shew you 
the spot." He then expatiated on the manner 
in which patients are treated in that institution, 
which he considered superior to any other in the 
kingdom, &c. &c. ; it is now under the care of 
Dr. Bompass. 

A lapse of three years having occurred since his 
last periodical visit to Cambridge, Mr. Hall con- 
sidered that the change might be of service to his 
health, and wrote to inform his friends of his 
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•intention to visit them. He travelled by way of 
Birmingham and Leicester, and preached a Sab- 
^th at the latter place. In the course of a week 
I joined him at Cambridge ; this was in the au- 
tumn of 1826 ; all our friends were enthusiastically 
delighted on meeting him once more. The joy, 
however, was damped, by the altered appearance 
of his person, which indicated a broken frame of 
body, and produced a general feeling that they 
should never see him at Cambridge again. But 
the powers of his mind in preaching were as 
vigorous as before, and his countenance animated 
by being surrounded by his old friends. Many of 
them came from London, as well as &om other 
parts of the country, on purpose to hear him. 
The meeting-house, with the enlarged vestry, was 
much too small for the congregation ; and great 
numbers went away: the line of windows in the 
vestry was thrown open, that he might be heard 
if not seen. It was necessary for the families 'to 
go an hour before the time of service, in qrder to 
secure accommodation. 

Our host, E. Foster, Esq., left Mr. Hall under 
my charge, to bring him in time, while he went 
forwards with his family, as Mr. Hall was perfectly 
absorbed while preparing for the pulpit. One 
Sabbath morning, it was with great difficulty he 
reached the chapel, pwing to the pain in his back, 
A gentleman's caxriage had been waiting for him 
nearly half an hour. The time having expired, I 
went to him a second time. " I do not think I 
can preach this morning," said he ; " $it any rate 
i3 
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you must send to Mr. Edmonds, and request him 
to read the Scriptures, and engage in prayer for 
me." I did so, and then returned to him. He 
found a difficulty in dressing himself. He had a 

new silk waistcoat on, which Mrs. had kindly 

laid for him as a present. On walking through the 
hall, he observed, " Why, sir, this is quite a new- 
waistcoat ; it is very handsome ; I think it fits me 
very well, only perhaps it is too large. I wonder 

whether Mrs. intends that I should keep it, 

sir ; what do you think ? ^^ * O yes, sir, I know 
she does.' " Well, sir, that is very kind; she is 
a most amiable woman." 

At length we arrived at the meeting-house. Mr. 
Edmonds was in prayer. When he had finished, 
Mr. Hall with great difficulty reached the pulpit, 
owing to the crowds which thronged the aislefs. 
We dined together at the house of a friend very 
near to the meeting. At three o'clock Mr. Hall 
retired to his chamber to prepare for the evening 
service, which commenced at half-past six. Be- 
tween five and six he rang the beU, which was 
answered by the servant. He said he wanted to 
speak to Mr. Greene directly. I found him with 
his pipe. He was taking tea ; and his Bible was 
on the table, without either pen or ink. He 
appeared greatly agitated. Thfe moment I entered 
the room, he said, " Oh, Mr. Grreene, I am quite 
in a dilemma! — what time is it, sir? It has just 
occurred to me that the sermon I have been pre- 
paring for this evening, I have preached before at 
Cambridge. Pray, can you tell me, sir? — (naming 
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* 

the text) — because, if so, I must change the sub* 
jeet, I cannot preach the same sermon again." 
*No, sir, you never have in my hearing, I am 
certain ; but, perhaps, you may have done so when ^ 
I was not here: I will go and inquire of Mr. 
James Nutter, sir, and some fidends, who are at 
tea below.' On finding that he had not, I imme- 
diately informed Mr. Hall. " Sir, I am glad of it ; 
this has relieved my mind exceedingly : if I had 
preached it before, I must even now have taken 
another subject." 

The last Sabbath evening of his visit to Cam- 
bridge, the galleries were propped, the place was 
crowded to excess, and some hundreds returned 
that could not obtain admission: there was the 
same tenacity for standing-places in the aisles, as 
is frequently seen at an interesting trial during the 
assizes. The people would not give way, for fear 
of being dispossessed. At one time, in making 
the effort, Mr. Hall thought it would be impos- 
sible for him to enter the pulpit, but at length he 
succeeded. I heard him from the vestry, but I 
could not see him. His text was, Be not deceived^ | 
etfil communications corrupt good manners; this was ' 
probably one of the most animated and energetic 
sermons that ever he delivered. Our friends who 
could see him, said, that towards the close he was 
so much excited, that the pulpit appeared as if it 
could not contain him. 

After the service, when Mr. Hall re-entered the 
carriage, he said, " Did you ever witness such a 
scene, sir? In all the places I ever preached. 
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there has never been any thing like this. On 
reaching the pulpit it was ahnost terrific. I could 
not see the bodies of the people ; they appeared 
all heads^ sir, — a mass of undistinguishable heads $ 
and all eyes were fixed upon me, sir." * I could 
not, I said, * see you, sir ; but I think I never 
heard you so animated.' " Why, sir, you have 
heard the same sermon before at Bristol. I 
preached it only a few weeks ago." * The text 
was the same, sir, I replied ; * but the sermon was 
different.' " Different, sir ! how was it different?" 
* You introduced this idea and the other, (naming 
them,) which were not in that sermon ; then, sir, 
9ome parts of the fiUing up were different ; and the 
application was considerably enlarged.' " You are 
quite right, sir ; I remember now. But you cannot 
think, sir, how delighted I feel that my labours 
are ended at Cambridge. It is a formidable thing 
for me to preach here, because I know that much 
is expected from me ; and as some of the profes- 
sors of the imiversity attend on these occasions, 
and my old friends identify themselves so much 
with me, I am very anxious to do my best." 

During this visit, Mr. Hall preached also at 
Royston and Melbourne. I accompanied him in 
his visit to the latter place. Lord Dacre attended 

on the occasion. After service, we went to 

Fordham, Esq. of Melbourne Bury, where Lord 
Dacre and a large party were waiting to see him. 
His lordship sat some time on the sofa in con- 
versation with Mr. Hall, and expressed his astonish- 
ment at his mental powers and eloquence. 
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Hie visits of Mr. Hall were of the same kind as 
I have before described : he break&sted with one 
family, dined with a second, and supped with an- 
other; not forgetting the parting visit which he 
received from his old and poorer members. Hd 
remarked the great change which had taken place 
in a few years, by deaths and removals. " Why, 
sir, if you remember, it was as much as I could do 
to go my rounds, and call on my friends once 
in three weeks ; now I can visit ail of them two 
or three times over. A fortnight, sir, would be 
long enough for my stay at Cambridge, if I were 
only to pay one visit to each family." A purse 
was invariably made by his friends to defray his 
journeying expenses ; and Mrs. Hall told me that 
he always returned from Cambridge a much richer 
man than he went ; indeed she believed that if he 
could eat gold, his friends there would give it to 
him. 

One day, when visiting with a large party, Mr. 
Hall mentioned a circumstance which he had heard 
to the disadvantage of one of our mutual friends* 
I expressed my* surprise, and the next morning 
told him that his remarks of the preceding evening 
had given me much pain. " Why, sir," said Mr. 

Hall, " I had it from Mr. , a gentleman, you 

know, sir, of the highest character and respecta- 
bility, so that there can be no doubt of its truth." 
I again expressed my dissatisfaction with the state- 
ment, and begged, as an act of justice, that he 
would mention the circumstance to the gentleman. 
Mr. Hall did so ; and admitted that the justifi* 



d by Google 



-w 



182 REMINISCENCES OF 

cation was the most complete and satisfactory, both 
from oral and documentary evidence, that he had 
ever heard. Our friend expressed himself much 
obliged for the opportunity of erasing the erro- 
neous impression from his mind. It is well knovm 
to some of Mr. Hall's friends, that he was apt to 
imbibe a prejudice, when any advantage was taken 
of his openness of disposition, and frankness of 
manner, to instil one. I could give proofs, were 
this doubted ; and, in delineating Mr. Hall's pri- 
vate character, I consider that it would not be just 
to represent him as a perfect man, since none of 
us will become thoroughly purified imtil we unite 
with the spirits oijtist men made perfect. 

This brings to my recollection an instance of 
Mr. Hall's discrimination. The circumstance oc- 
curred in Northampton, at a meeting of ministers 
of the baptist denomination, who had assembled 
for the purpose of choosing a successor to the late 
Rev. Andrew Fuller, in the ofiice of secretary to 
the Baptist Missions. Mr. Hall did not approve of 
the principle, nor would he concede the right of 
Mr. Fuller to nominate his successor. He there- 
fore requested a deputation of friends from Cam- 
bridge, to represent the wishes of the auxiliary 
society in that place, and to support his measure. 
Three were accordingly chosen, and we attended 
the meeting at Northampton. After the gen- 
tleman, nominated by the late secretary, had been 
recommended, chiefly on the ground of deference 
to Mr. Fuller's judgment, Mr. Hall rose, and 
stated, that he did not do so from any personal 
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disrespect to the gentleman named, but because he 
preferred a person of age and experience; and, 
therefore, notwithstanding much had been said of 
the value and importance of attending to Mr. 
Fuller's recommendation, he should oppose the ap- 
pointment. He then became animated : — " There 
is no man," said Mr. Hall, "who more highly esti- 
mated Andrew Fuller's general excellencies than 
myself; but as to knowledge of men, and insight 
into character, Mr. Fuller was lamentably defective, 
almost supematuraUy defective — ^witness the choice 
that he had made in some of his intimate friends. 
I say nothing but what I would have declared in 
the presence of Mr. Fuller ; and if I had a voice 
that could pierce the clouds, and reach him where 
he now is, amidst the choir of angels, and in the 
assembly of the just made perfect, I would repeat 
what I have now advanced." The result of the 
meeting was the appointment of the late Rev. Dr. 
Ryland of Bristol, and the late Rev. James Hinton, 
of Oxford. 

Mr. Hall left Cambridge for Bristol in Septem- 
ber, and travelled by way of London. Some time 
previous to this, Mr. Hall* preached at the Rev. 
Dr. Cox's meeting. Hackney. Among other distin- 
guished individuals who attended on the occasion, 
were Mr., now Lord Brougham; Sir Thomas 
Denman, M. P., now Lord Chief Justice ; and 
Mr. Rogers, the poet. Sir Thomas Denman has 
kindly communicated the following particulars : — 
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" Sir, 

"The circumstance to which you allude 
occurred, I think, in the summer of 18^. 
Mr. Brougham, the present Lord Chancellor, 
Mr. Rogers, the poet, and myself, went to hear 
Mr. Hall preach at Dr. Cox's chapel, at Hackney* 
The text has escaped my memory. The object 
of the sermon was mainly to shew that Christianity 
did not teach religion to man, that task being 
already performed by natural reason, and by the 
revelations recorded in the Old Testament: but 
that it gave religion its mild and benevolent cha- 
racter, disarming it of its terrors, and shewing on 
what terms the divine mercy may be secured. I 
well remember that, at one moment when he was 
peculiarly urgent in his eloquence, Lord Brougham 
and I turned round to one another, and each made 
the remark, that his style resembled Lord Plun- 
kett s in a remarkable manner. 

** The public wiU owe you much for a genuine 
history of so extraordinary a genius. One cannot 
help lamenting that so many magnificent discourses 
have perished ; yet it is possible that a small col- 
lection may obtain more general popularity than a 
complete one. I have often regretted that I did 
not more frequently avail myself of the oppor- 
tunities of hearing him that I enjoyed at Leicester. 
" I am. Sir, 

" Yours very faithfully, 

" Thomas Denman.'- 

" StudUy Park, April 6, 1831. 
« To Mr. John Greene." 
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Circumstances prevented my visiting him again 
till April, 1827, having previously received the 
following letter : — 

** April n, 1827. 

" Mv Dear Friend, 

^' I am really ashamed not to have earlier 
answered your kind commimications, — but you 
know my extreme reluctance to letter-writing, — 
and have intended to avail myself of the first oppor* 
tunity of conveying a few lines. I am very sorry 
to hear so poor an account of your health and 
spirits : I am concerned but not surprised to hear 
of this, as London never appeared to me ihe proper 
sphere for you. There is too much excitement 
and bustle for you ; nor, I fear, will you be equal 
for some time to the anxieties and agitations of 
busiaess. 

" I wish, my dear sir, you had returned to 
Bristol. Your circle of society there would have 
been sufficient, without being too large ; and while 
there axe so many societies and benevolent insti- 
tutions as are found here, any gentleman may find 
ample employment, by lending his assistance on 
committees, &c. Mr. R., who has no sort of en- 
gagement in business, makes himself one of the 
most useful men in Bristol, by taking a lead in the 
organization and management of public institu- 
tions. I hope you will make up your mind to 
return to us; and, in all probability, you will meet 
with something suitable in the way of business. I 
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have little news to communicate. Few changes 
have taken place since you were here. The quarrel 
between ****** ceases to be talked of. 

" Our congregation continues very good, rather 
increasing than otherwise ; and the kindness of the 
people continues undiminished. I wish I could 
see more indications of usefiilness, yet have reason 
to hope I do not labour in vain. My health is 
also, through mercy, very good ; the recent com- 
plaint in my breast is not removed, but I think 
it is somewhat abated. The health of Mrs. Hall, 
who unites with me in kindest regards, is as good 
as usual. It will give us great pleasure to see you 
here. Wishing you an increase of every blessing, 
I remain, 

" My Dear Sir, 

" Yours affectionately, 

" B/OBERT Hall." 

On the receipt of the above letter, I went to 
Bristol, in order to consult Mr. Hall upon several 
subjects of importance. 

No man possessed a sounder judgment upon 
every subject; and he who made Mr. Hall his 
friend, might always calculate upon receiving the 
most prudent and judicious advice. Sometimes the 
principles and practice of those who questioned 
Mr. Hall's judgment, have been oj^osed to his 
opinion of right. The following is a case in point. 
Mr. Hall wrote and printed, in 1824, a pamphlet 
against the cruelty and injustice of Slavery, as 
being contrary to nature, to reason, and to Chris- 
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tianity. A West-Indian proprietor of slaves con- 
sequently arraigned Mr. Hall as a wild enthusiast. 
The reason was sufficiently obvious : Mr. Hall gave 
it as his opinion that " Slavery introduces the most 
horrible confusion^ since it degrades human beings 
from the denomination of persons^ to that of things ; 
and by merging the interests of the slave in those 
of the master^ he becomes a mere appendage to 
the existence of another^ instead of preserving 
the dignity which belongs to a reasonable and 
accountable nature. **♦**♦* It would be 
difficult to find a parallel to it in any age or nation, 
with the exception of those luihappy persons who 
are carried captive by the piratical states of Barbary. 
Scourged, branded, and sold, at the discretion of 
their masters, the slaves in our West-India islands 
are doomed to a life of incessant toil." One ex- 
tract more shall suffice ; it is with pleasure that 
I refer thft reader to this masterly and eloquent 
pamphlet: — " It is no small aggravation of the 
cruelty of this system, that its unhappy victims 
have not been exposed to it as the punishment 
of crime; but by the violence of ruffians, who 
having traversed the ocean in quest of human prey, 
forcibly tore them from their native shores, and 
the embraces of their dearest relations, in order 
to expose them to sale in a distant quarter of the 
globe. The forms of judicial inquiry, the exami- 
nation of witnesses, the proof of guilt, and the 
sentence of a judge, were not the precursors of this 
most dire calamity ; — it was the assault of brutal 
violence on helpless weakness and unsuspecting 
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iiuiQcence ; it was the grasp of the marauder and 
the assassin hurrying away his yictims, amidst 
shrieks of horror and the piercing accents of de«- 
spair, which prepared these scenes of woe. These, 
and the descendants of these, are the persons who 
compose the Black population of our slave colonies, 
* ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ^e behold these children of nature, 
for the purpose chiefly of supplying us with the 
ingredient which sweetens our repasts, compelled 
by men, who call themselves Christians, to exhaust 
to its dregs a more bitter cup than is usually 
allotted to the greatest adepts in crime.*' 

After staying a Sabbath in Bristol, I returned 
to London, having engaged to visit Mr. Hall again 
shortly. In the September following, I found his 
health impaired by his sufferings, and nothing but 
large doses of laudanum &eed him from pain, and 
enabled him to preach and to go into company. 
He appeared quite reconciled to Bristoh Instead 
of taking the laudanum with a gauge, he now had 
it made into opium pills. 

During one evening which he spent with me, 
being in the greatest agony for a quarter of an 
hour, he laid his hands on the table, and frequently 
cried out from the violence of the pain in his back. 
After taking some additional pills from his box, he 
said, " There, sir, that quantity is equal to 250 
drops of laudanum, and makes up 1500 drops 
which I have taken to-day." As the dose did not 
produce immediate relief, he resolved to take 250 
additional drops. I expostulated, and recommended 
him to wait for some warm tea, that it might havci 
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time to be difiused through the system. He did 
so; and was remarkably cheerful the remainder 
of the evening. We were now joined by a me- 
dical friend. Mr. Hall immediately commenced a 
conversation with him, by remarking, " What a 
merciful provision laudanum is, sir! I could not 
exist without it. It seems as if Providence had 
designed it as a specific for me. Most persons 
complain that it affects the head, and stupifies 
them ; it has, however, a contrary influence upon 
me ; I always feel more lively after taking it. How 
do you account for this, sir?" The gentleman 
confessed his inability to account for it ; and stated 
that Mr. Hall's was a solitary instance. 

There was at this time a young gentleman at 
Bristol possessed of very considerable talents, who 
was destined for the church. His parents were 
dissenters. Being very desirous of an interview 
with Mr. Hall, for the purpose of obtaining his 
recommendation of suitable books, I mentioned the 
circumstance to Mr. Hall. " No, sir," he replied, 
** I shall not do any such thing. His tutor is the 
proper person to recommend the best books; I 
have met with the same thing before, sir, and have 
had my name bandied about everywhere with the 
books I have recommended. Besides this, sir, it 
would be very inconsistent in me as a dissenter, 
to be accessary to his going into the church,* 

• Since reading the Editor's note, prefixed to p. 192, Vol. IIL 
of Mr. Hairs collected Works, it has been considered necessary 
to state, that however ' gross' the ' ta8te,'iin his opinion, which 
dictated the passage there referred to, so far from Mr. Hall's objec- 
tions to the Established Church having suffered any diminution, I 
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especially as his parents axe dissenters. You say 
he has seriously studied the question of dissent: 
I can make every allowance, sir, for. a conscientious 
young man, who has been educated a churchman; 
but I cannot conceive it possible for any youth, 
having been brought up as a dissenter, seriously to 
decide in favour of the church, without having some 
sinister views. The argument upon this subject 
is very clear, and lies in a very narrow compass. 
Jesus Christ is the sole lawgiver in his church. 
He said. My kingdom is not of this world. It 
was to be distinct and separate ; whoever, then, 
attempt9 to connect his kingdom or church with 
the state, or with the honours, the dignities, and 
emoluments of this world, whatever may be the 
pretence, makes it a worldly sanctuary, and dis- 
obeys the will of the lawgiver." Mr. Hall had 
this temptation presented to him in the meridian 
of life, and nobly made the sacrifice. He is now 
receiving the reward of his fidelity. He has heard 
the blessed sentence — Well done, good and faithful 
servant, enter thou 'into the joy of thy Lord. It is 
nearly thirty years since he exclaimed, " Who, my 
friends, would not labour with all his might to 
become the friend of God ? to aspire after eternal 

they followed him through the whole of his life, and but increased 
with his declining years. .The. same may be stated as to his early 
political principles. " Educated " (to use his own words) " in the 
principles of Mr. Fox, and in the purest and best days of Mr. Pitt, 
to which advancing years and experience have increased his 
attachment, it is impossible that he should entertain a doubt that 
an important Reform in our representation is essentially con- 
nected with the freedom, the glory, apd the happiness, of the British 
empire." 
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honours, that he may receive a divine reward, and 
carry the trophies of victory into the presence of 
his God?" He rests from his labours y and his 
works do follow him. 

I made another eflfort to prevail upon him to 
print some sermons, especially as Mrs. Hall warmly 
seconded the request. He had been urged to 
print a discourse recently delivered, while it was 
fresh in his mind. I offered to wait upon him one 
hour every morning, to take it down at his leisure 
in short-hand, and return to him daily a deciphered 
copy for his correction. To this he replied, " No, 
sir; I never could dictate to an amanuensis.** 
* But, sir,' I observed, ^ you can sit on the sofa, 
and smoke your pipe ; and if I sit behind, you will 
have nothing to do but speak a little slower than 
in the pulpit, and it will be only thinking aloud.' 
" No, sir, I cannot do that." * May I beg, sir, 
that you will make the trial of the exordium, and 
I do not think that you would experience any 
inconvenience.' " No, sir, I must decline it." 
A short time after this, on Mrs. Hall's urging the 
subject upon him, I supported her : when she had 
left the room, he remained silent for a few moments, 
and then rose from the sofa, and, in a most serious 
and determined manner, said, " Mr. Greene, I 
must beg that you will never mention the subject 
of writing for the press any more. I am quite 
teased about it : the frequent solicitations of my 
friends have become quite unpleasant to me." 

Although this was decisive, a few weeks only 
elapsed before his friends at Bristol resolved to 
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make a united effort to prevail upon him to publish^ 
in consequence of a series of most beautiful prac- 
tical sermons which he had recently delivered, — 
on the ground of their own gratification, — their 
usefulness to the public, — and as a memorial for 
their children. The Rev. W. Anderson prepared 
a document in the form of a respectful requisition, 
which was afterwards fairly drawn out, and signed 
by the deacons, the principal members and sub- 
scribers at Broadmead, and by the Rev. John 
Foster, and myself. A deputation was then ap- 
pointed to wait upon Mr. Hall. He received them 
very graciously, and promised to take the subject 
into serious consideration. He afterwards expressed 
to me the great pleasure he received by a testi- 
monial and requisition so respectable. I did hope, 
for some time, that he would seriously set about 
the work, as he went so far as to prepare pens and 
paper for the purpose. 

One day the conversation turned upon the dif- 
ferent characters among our acquaintance. It has 
been stated that Mr. Hall possessed great discri- 
mination with regard to character. It was seldom, 
however, that he censured any person without 
noticing some redeeming quality which they might 

possess. The following is an instance : " Mr. 

is too much taken up with the world, sir ; he is, 
however, always glad to see me when I call upon 
him, but he is overdone with business. K you 
observe, sir, he always stoops when he walks out, 
and looks towards the ground, as if he were of the 
earth, earthy : still there is something very amiable 
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and kind in his natural disposition^ sir ; if he were 
not so absorbed in business, I should have great 
hope of him ; he is a very attentive hearer. Again, 

sir, there is Mr. ; how uncouth he is, sir ! 

Why, sir, that behaviour would not do in the 
world; he cannot be aware how offensive it is, 
or certainly, as a religious man, he would endea- 
vour to correct it. Many persons forget, sir, that 
those are christian precepts :— jBe courteouSf tender, 
and kind-hearted" 

Mr. Hall once preached a sermon, the design 
of which was to shew the propriety of a kind and 
courteous demeanour. The subject was selected 
from Gen. xvii. 7. He observed, that "Abra- 
ham's humility and condescension were very con- 
spicuous : he yielded to Lot, when he might have 
commanded: Lot, on the contrary, was selfish. 
Abraham was a mighty prince ; yet when he pur- 
chased the land of the children of Heth, (though 
he had learnt from prophecy, that they were to be 
excluded by God, for their idolatry,) the father of 
the faithfrd bowed himself down to the children 
of Heth, which was the strongest expression of 
humility and condescension. Christianity teaches 
that civility and decorum in the intercourse of 
life, of which mere worldly politeness is only the 
shadow. Study, my brethren, a lovely behaviour, 
and not only whatever is lovely, but whatever gives 
dignity and grace to piety." 

On another occasion, Mr. Hall said, " There is 
such a thing as being venerable and majestic, and 
yet not being lovely. Even the reproofs given by 
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Jesus Christ to his enemies were without harsh- 
nessy and his dignity without ostentation or pride. 
The loveliness of his demeanour threw over his 
character an evening ray of softness and beauJy. 
Kind and courteous behaviour appeals to the heart 
of every one ; and to attain it, let us set before 
ourselves a character that is universally beloved, 
and, degenerate as times are, we shall not be 
without examples." 

While Mr. Hall was at the farthest remove &om. 
levity in the pulpit, no man was more amiable, 
lively, and engaging in the social circle ; thus Air- 
nishing a striking contrast to a certain class of 
preachers, who, though gloomy and morose in 
private life, amuse their hearers with foolish re- 
marks and ludicrous anecdotes, when assembled 
in the house of God. A circumstance of rather 
an amusing kind took place some years since: a 
minister, now no more, who had been addicted 
to this lamentable habit, was appointed to preach 
a sermon on a public missionary occasion; Mr. 
Hall was also engaged to advocate the same cause 
in a diflFerent part of the day. The sermon by 

Mr, was a striking contrast to the address 

by Mr. Hall : the one was light, ludicrous, and 
trifling ; the other solemn, instructive, and ener- 
getic. At the dose of the day, when both parties 
met around the social hearth, Mr. Hall became 
lively and extremely amusing. * Brother Hall,' 
said the old gentleman, ^ I am surprised at you.' 
"Surprised at me, sir! surprised at me, sir! Why 
are you surprised at me, six ?" * Why, brother 
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J^ally it appears inconsistent for you to indulge in 
frivolous conversation after delivering so serious a 
discourse !' ** Indeed, sir," replied Mr. Hall, " I 
don't think I am by any means inconsistent, sir : 

the truth is, brother , I keep my nonsense 

for the fireside, while you publish yours from the 
pulpit." 

Mr. Hall regretted the prevalence of a worldly 
spirit in our religious institutions ; evincing itself 
in a fondness for display, and choosing presidents 
and vice-presidents on account of their rank, with* 
out regard to their efficiency or their religious 
principles. Upon this subject he observed, " This 
is confiding in an arm of flesh ; it is a species of 
carnal policy, and is opposed to the spirit of the 
Apostle, when he said. The weapons of our warfare 
are not camaly btd spiritual; and mighty through 
God to the putting down the strong -holds of Satan. 
Before the final prevalence of Christianity, the 
church, the pure church of Christ, will appear in 
her original Christian simplicity, using no other 
weapons than those of union, of prayer, and of 
supplication.'* 

Mr. Hall seldom consented to appear upon a 
platform : ** There should be less speaking, and 
more prayer, sir ; that is the only thing which has 
power with God; I don't like so much parade and 
ostentation, sir."* 

I once accompanied him to a public missionary 
meeting in Bristol, in which he had been earnestly 

* See Mr. Hall's Letters to Dr. Ryland, Vol. V. of his collected 
Works. 
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requested to take a part. As the time drew near» 
he appeared very reluctant to leave the house* 
" Oh, sir," said he, " we need not go yet : we shall 
be time enough ; I do not want to make myself 
conspicuous on a platform." On finding that the 
avenues were thronged, he immediately turned 
back, saying, " We cannot get in ; we had better 
go home !" and then returned. In the course of 
conversation, Mr. Hall stated his opinion upon 
the general subject of Christian missions, and the 
manner in which he conceived they ought to be 
conducted. " I think, sir," observed Mr. Hall» 
'^ that our missionary societies would be much 
more successful, if the management of them was 
strictly confined to the church, or to associations of 
churches, in one, two, or more counties, according 
to their numbers and means of supplying funds. 
Instead of forming auxiliaries to a metropolitaii 
body, I would have the churches in each district 
manage their own mission, and choose firom among 
themselves men of prudence, well known to be 
duly qualified for missionary service, according 
to the description given by the Aposde: — One 
that is blameless; the htisband of one wife; mgi- 
lantf sober f of good behaviour, given to hospitality, 
apt to teach, %c. By this plan, a reciprocal inte- 
rest would be maintained between the association 
and the missionaries, which would be increased 
by local attachment; they would, as it were, be 
identified with each other in a common cause. 
Monthly prayer-meetings would thus be rendered 
doubly interesting, and better attended, firom 
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natural feelings of anxiety to learn the particulars 
of the operations of their own brethren and sisters 
in a far country ; and by becoming acquainted with 
their trials^ failures^ or successes^ the people would 
be excited to that fervent prayer which availeth 
much. In addition to this, expensive metropolitan 
establishments would be avoided, as well as those 
large sums for travelling expenses incurred by the 
present system, called " has expenses i^ which, in 
many instances, amount to ten and twelve per cent, 
before the money reaches the treasury ; where it 
undergoes another salvage for management, &c. &c. 
before it becomes available for the missionaries." 

Mr. Hall was much grieved with the want of 
economy in managing the finances of some of our 
puUic institutions. ** When you consider, sir," 
said he, " the sources from which these monies 
are derived, and the objects to which they are 
intended to be appropriated, there ought to be no 
improvident expenditure of any kind. I know a 

'Mr. , who is employed in travelling and 

collecting for tiie Bible Society ; he puts up at the 
principal inn in the place where he happens to 
visit; and rather than exert himself to rise early 
and travel in the stage-coach, I have heard that he 
takes a post-chaise at the expense of the Society. 
These things ought not to be countenanced ; I in- 
variably endeavour to travel on such occasions, sir, 
outside of the coach ; and when, from indisposition, 
I am compelled to hire a post-chaise, I pay the 
extra expense out of my own pocket." 

It is certainly remarkable, that among the many 
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attacks which have been made upon the Bible 
Society, the subject referred to by Mr. Hall has 
met with so Httle attention. K those clei^ymeu 
who have lately endeavoured to interrupt the har- 
mony of that excellent Institution, would apply 
their energies to an examination of the immense 
expenses incurred by agents, &c. &c., they would 
accomplish much more good than by attempting 
to introduce tyrannical and ilHberal tests. 

I inquired Mr. Hall's opinion of the restoration 
of the Jews to their ovm land; observing, that 
some years ago, in a conversation which I had 
j with Mr. Jay, of Bath, he understood the pro<- 
phecies generally in a figurative and spiritual 
^ense, and did not suppose that the Jews would 
be literally restored to the Holy Land as a distinct 
people, but that the promises of their future glory 
related to their incorporation with the churches of 
Christ* " WeU, sir," said Mr. HaU, '' Mr. Jay is 
great authority certainly, but I entirely differ &om 
that opinion. I conceive, that the prophecies are 
so express, as to the future restoration of the Jews 
to their own land, that it is weakening the sense 
of Scripture to give any other interpretation. 
Their return from the Babylonish Captivity was 
only partial, and that for a short time; whereas, 
a number of prophecies may be adduced, whidi 
expressly declare, that they are never more to go 
out ; that my servant David shall he their prince 
for evermore; and that their return is to be the 
signal for the conversion of the heathen world, 
when the heathen shall see my sanctuary (or my 
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ghry) in the midst of thee for evermore. I know 
there are many good men who entertain a dif- 
ferent opinion from mjself^ sir; but I think we 
Gentiles are very vain in making the prophecies 
subservient to us, by supposing that we are the 
temple of the Lordy and that the Jevrs are to be 
incorporated in our churches; forgetting that to 
THEM belong the fathers ^ the glory , and the promises. 
The Gentiles consider this view of the subject as 
too humiliating. The Apostle Paul, however, is 
of a different opinion : he says, If thefaUing away 
of the Jews he the riches of the Gentiles y how much 
more their fulness ; evidently implying, that the 
Gentiles will then be the recipients of still greater 
glory. I cannot make, sir, any thing of the 
temple so minutely and accurately described by 
Ezekiel,* on any other than a literal sense ; that, 
at the restoration of the Jews, it is intended as 
a model of the future temple then to be built, and 
this will be at the period of the millennial glory. 
My opinion of the millennium," said Mr. Hall, 
** is very different to that of many divines : instead 
of confining it to a thousand years, I conceive that 
it will be for a thousand prophetic days of years, 
or that a definite period is put for an indefinite. 
It appears to me, reasoning analogically, to be 
contrary to the usual operations of the Deity, to 
suppose otherwise. Four thousand years elapsed 
after the promise made to our first parents, before 
our Saviour appeared : The seed of the woman shaU 

• See a recent work by the Rev. Mr. Tyso, of Wallingford, 
•* An Enquiry after Prophetic Truth." 
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bruke the head of the serpent ; and it will probably 
be two thousand more firom his appearance to the 
final triumphs of Christianity. If you reflect upon 
the length of time which has passed in prepara- 
tion, and the vast machinery of means employed, 
you will perceive the unreasonableness of this hy- 
pothesis, by which it appears, that more time will 
be spent in raising the scaffold, than is intended 
for the duration of the building itself." 

Mr. Hall preached, about this time, a very fine 
sermon firom these words: O Thou that hearest 
prayer, to Thee shall all flesh come. The Rev. 
Mr. Leifchild exchanged with him the following 
Sabbath evening. I went to hear Mj. Hall. After 
the service, he said, " How came you to leave 
Broadmead, sir, and follow me? It served you 
right ; I gave you the same sermon I preached last 
Sabbath." I repUed that, * It was from the same 
text, but the filling up was very different.' " I will 
tell you the reason of that, sir : when I preached it 
last, I found that I had too much matter for one 
sermon, and was obliged to contract it, to keep 
within the limits of time; so that I suppressed 
some parts at Mr. Leifchild's, and introduced 
others." But the most extraordinary sermon, for 
: effect and impression, I ever heard firom Mr. Hall, 
. or, perhaps, he ever delivered, was at Bristol, firom 
' these words : Beloved, now are we the sons of God: 
and it doth not jiet appear what we shall be; hut 
we know that when he shall appear we shaU be like 
him, for we shall see him as he is. It is impossible 
to give any more than a brief outline. He said, 
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** The felicity of the future world is very imperfectly 
known: it doth not yet appear. But the period is 
coming when it will be known ; this will be at the 
appearance of Jesus Christ ; when he shall appear 
toe shall be like Mm, for we shaU see him as he is. 
The eflFect of this will be a perfect knowledge of 
Christ, and a conformity to him. The knowledge 
we shall then have will be clear and perfect, freed 
from all earthly adhesions ; now we see through a 
glassy darkly y but then face to face : now we know 
but in part, but then shall we know even as we are 
known. It will be distinct and clear ; not that sort 
of knowledge which we obtain from propositions, 
by reasoning and argument, by comparing one 
thing with another, considering their mutual rela- 
tions, connexions, and dependencies ; but we shall 
see things as they are, in their essences and prin- 
ciples, without labour, study, or research ; the 
knowledge of them will be intuitive, without effort, 
striking upon our minds at once. This will be at 
the glorious appearance of Jesus Christ, — when he 
shall appear : the knowledge of him thus produced 
will be transforming. Communion with Christ by 
faith is one of the greatest pleasures of a Christian. 
In those seasons when it is fiilly realized and en- 
joyed, he needs no other society. What then must 
the ftdl vision of him produce, when we shall see 
him as he is, without a veil ! One sight of him will 
make us pure and holy, or, there may be those 
scintillations of glory proceeding from him and 
falling on us, which will change us into the same 
image from glory to glory." Then, as the touchstone 
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of our state and conditioni Mr. Hall put ibiB 
question : " What reason have we to beUeve that 
when he shall appear we shall be like him ? Is it 
such as will satisfy our desires? Can we say, 
/ Wham have I in heaven but thee, and tliere is none 
I on earth that I desire besides thee ? — jIs for me, I 
j shall behold thy face in righteousness; I shall be 
\ satisfied when I awake in thy Ukeness?*' These were 
some of the general ideas : but it is impossible to 
give a conception of the sermon but from its effects. 
A clergyman, who had never heard Mr. Hall be- 
fore, observed to his friend, at the close of the 
service, that he never heard anj thing like it ; and 
that he could hardly tell whether he was in the 
body or out of it. Several persons were taken ill 
from the extraordinary excitement. A physician 
of my acquaintance told me, at three o'clock on 
the Monday afternoon, that he had not got over 
the impression. Several of the deacons and others 
declared, that they had never heard any thing to 
equal it. I did not recover from the effects before 
the Wednesday,* when I called upon Mr. Hall, 
and inquired, whether he had heard of the extra* 
ordinary effects produced by the sermon of Sabbath 
evening : " No, sir," he replied, " I was not aware 
of any thing remarkable in it; I should have 
thought you very candid, sir, if you had told me 
that it was an inferior sermon." 

An American gentleman, having taken the tour 

* It was a sort of religious crisis on the spirits, something like 
that which animal magnetism was formerly said to produce on the 
frame. 
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of Europe, was very anxious to see Mr. Hall 
before his return, and procured a letter of intro- 
duction for that purpose. On his arrival at Bristol, 
I was invited to meet him at Mr. Hall's house on 
the Sabbath evening: the next evening a party 
was made up. Mr. Hall was very much interested 
with him as an intelligent man. In the course 
of the evening, while Mr. Hall and the celebrated 
John Foster were engaged in conversation, the 
gentleman observed, * You cannot conceive, sir, 
the exquisite feelings I have at this moment, in 
being in company with two such great men ; no 
persons are more admired in the United States 
than Robert Hall and John Foster ; and, on my 
return, there will be the greatest anxiety to hear 
the particulars of this interview.' I inquired his 
opinion of Mr. Hall's preaching on the previous 
Sabbath. * Why, sir, when he commenced his 
sermon in the morning, I was not at all struck 
with him ; and was ready to inqtiire. Is this the 
great Robert Hall? but, in a few minutes, he 
opened, as it were, a battery ; and the effects of 
it were such, that I thought I should have &llen 
firom my seat. I was quite electrified ; as soon as 
I had recovered from one shock, it was succeeded 
by a second and a third. I never heard any thing 
to be compared with it.' In short, this American 
gentleman was in a perfect state of enthusiasm. 

I think it was in the month of February, that 
Mr. Hall told me that he had commenced Matthew 
Henry. He observed, ** I have often read portions 
of it, and consulted it; but I have now begun with 
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I the first chapter of Genesis, and I mean to read 
• the work through regularly ; I have set myself, sir, 

, two chapters every morning, and I anticipate it a^ 
a feast. That is the way to read Matthew Henry, 
sir-, I discover new beauties in him every day, 

' that are not obvious when reading detached parts. 
I would advise you to adopt the same method, sir ; 
you will be quite delighted with it. I have found, 
that the most pious persons of my acquaintance, 
in the latter period of their lives, have been great 
readers of Henry. There must be something next 
to inspiration in him, sir; for as face answers 
to face, so does the heart of one Christian to 

J another." I asked his opinion of Scott's Com- 

/ mentary. " O, it is a good work, sir; but it is 
not to be compared to Henry: there is not that 
unction of spirit which there is in Henry." About 
a month or six weeks after this, he said, '^ Well, 
sir, I continue my plan of reading Matthew Henry 
every morning, and have come to the second chap- 
ter of Exodus ; and am more and more delighted 
with him." 

One evening, in a party of friends, I asked Mr. 
Hall, whether he intended to enter upon any 
course of exposition of the Scriptures. I reminded 
him, at the same time, of his course of expositions 
at Cambridge, when he first entered upon the 
gospel of John, and then the Acts of the Apostles, 
the epistle to the Philippians, the epistles of Peter 
and of John : * and if you remember, sir,' I aldded, 
* I asked you at the same time the reason of your 
omitting the epistle to the Romans ; on which you 
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replied, " For a very good reason, because I do not 
understand it: it is the most difficult of all the 
epistles; as the Apostle Peter says, wherein are 
some things hard to be understood. I mean to leave 
that for the last work of my life, when I may be 
better able to understand it." I wish you would 
begin that exposition, sir.' He replied, with great 
pleasantry, " What, then, sir, you wish me to die, 
do you, sir ? that is very kind, sir ; but I do not 
mean to perform the last act at present." 

We did not meet again till September, 1829; 
when Mr. Hall paid his accustomed visit to Cam- 
bridge. Little did I imagine that I was about to 
hear him for the last time, and that, too, in the 
place where I first listened to his * hallowed' elo- 
quence. His text was, The rich and the poor meet 
together : the Lord is the maker of them all. The 
service was attended by several dignitaries of the 
University, by Lord Osborne, the county member, 
&c. &c. I knew, firom a certain expressive look, 
that he had worked up one passage in his sermon 
quite to his own satisfaction. It referred to the 
mutual dependence of the rich and the poor. He 
introduced it after the following quotation &om 
Tertullian, in his apology for the Christians: — " It 
is true we are but of yesterday, and we have filled 
all your towns, cities, &c. We leave you only 
your temples: if we were to make a general 
secession from your dominions, you would be 
astonished at your solitude, and the barrenness 
of your fields." Mr. Hall then applied this to 
shew the wisdom of the arrangements of Divine 



d by Google 



S06 REMINISCENCES OF 

Providence^ in respect to the various classes of 
society. 

The Rev. Mr. Edmonds preached in the after^ 
noon, when Mr. Hall was present. The evening 
was spent together. He expressed himself much 
pleased with the sermon. "What a marvellous 
sermon Mr. £dmond3» gave us this afternoon, sir ; 
it was striking and impressive. I wish that I could 
preach such a sermon." I spent the Tuesday with 
him at the^ house of Mr. Fordham, at Melbourne 
Bury. Mr. Gumey, the barrister, was there. We 
met for the last time in the body. 

Mr. Hall closed his illustrious career at his 
residence in Ashley-place, Bristol, on Monday, 
February 21, 1831. He appeared for the last 
time in the pulpit at Broadmead, on the 6th of 
the same month. The evening discourse has been 
considered one of his most interesting addresses. 
The attack, which was sudden and unexpected, 
took place on the following Thursday evening, 
while he was engaged in preparing the usual 
monthly discourse prior to the administration of 
the Lord's supper. On the morning of the 20th 
a note was received by the officiating minister, 
soliciting the prayers of the church and congrega- 
tion for their ' dying pastor ;* the afternoon sermon 
was omitted, and a meeting held for the purpose 
of commending him to God. It presented, if we 
may be allowed the term, a scene of audible 
weeping : the tears of his affectionate people, how- 
ever, formed a happy contrast to the hallelujahs of 
heaven, vnth which he was about to be welcomed 
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AS a king and a priest unto Ood. After a severe 
struggle, borne with the most exemplary piety and 
Chriatian fortitude, his eloquent tongue having ter- 
minated its appeal to mortals, invoked the arrival 
of his Saviour and his God — Comey Lord JenuSf 

come , and was then hushed for ever. The 

eldest daughter, whose filial piety bound her to 
the spot, added — * quickly.* The dying man gazed 
upon his child; a father's affection kindled the 
brilliancy of his fading eye — and a smile more 
than mortal spoke a father's blessing. His passing 
spirit entered upon a purer and more congenial 
clime, and united in the song of the seraphim and 
the church of the First-born, who serve God day 
and night in his temple. — Blessed are the dead 
that die in the Lord: Yea, saith the Spirit, for 
they rest from their labours, and their works do 
follow them. 

It would be vain to attempt a lengthened notice 
of the character of this excellent man, since it has 
been undertaken by those whose talents eminently 
qualify them for the task. We may, however, be 
permitted to observe, that, while Mr. Hall obtained 
an almost unexampled popularity by the produc-i 
tions of his mighty mind, it was ardent and 
unaffected piety that endeared him to those who 
enjoyed his society and friendship. Devotedness 
to God was his peculiar characteristic. If in the 
great congregation he was revered as a head 
among the thousands of Israel, when leading their 
devotions, and pleading their cause at the foot- 
stool of mercy, he was, emphatically, as a little 
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child. Amid the socialities of the family circle^ 
Mr. Hall was lively and interesting ; adding to its 
pleasures by the amiability of his disposition, and 
the inexhaustible variety of his conversation. For 
his views as a dissenter, we refer the reader to the 
" Apolc^ for the Freedom of the Press," and his 
masterly strictures on " Zeal without Innovation.*' 
As a baptist, he united, with a peculiar regard for 
the distinguishing sentiments of his own denomina- 
tion, a strong affection towards all who love the 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. His devotedness to 
the cause of liberty led him to oppose intolerance 
in every shape. He was not only a firm believer 
in the doctrines of Christianity, but the avowed 
champion of our most holy faith. Before his bril- 
liant eloquence his opponents stood abashed ; and 
with his powerful pen he furnished an antidote to 
the sophistry of modem infidels, which will be read 
with interest, while truth can boast an advocate, 
or genius an admirer. 

How appropriate to Mr. Hall's family and friends 
is the concluding paragraph of his sermon on the 
death of the late Dr. Kyland ! I know not a more 
felicitous passage in the whole of his writings. 

" If the mere conception of the reunion of good 
men, in a future state, infused a momentary rap- 
ture into the mind of Tully ; if an airy specula* 
tion, for there is reason to fear it had little hold 
on his conviction, could inspire him with such 
delight, what may we be expected to feel, who 
aie assured of such an event by the true sayings of 
God ! How should we rejoice in the prospect, the 
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certainty, rather, of spending a blissful eternity 
with those whom we loved on earth, of seeing 
them emerge from the ruins of the tomb, and the 
deeper ruins of the fell, not only uninjured, but 
refined and perfected, * with every tear wiped from 
their eyes,' standing before the throne of God and 
the Lamb, in white robes, and palms in their hands, 
crying with a hud voice, Sahation to God, that 
dtteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb for ever and 
ever. What delight will it afford to renew the 
sweet counsel we have taken together, to recoimt 
the toils of combat, and the labour of the way, 
and to approach, not the house, but the throne of 
God, in company, in order to join in the sym- 
phonies of heavenly voices, and lose ourselves 
amidst the splendours and fruitions of the beatific 
vision ! 

" To that state all the pious on earth axe tend* 
ing; and if there is a law from whose operation 
none axe exempt, which irresistibly conveys their 
bodies to darkness and to dust, there is another, 
not less certain or less powerftd, which conducts 
their spirits to the abodes of bliss, to the bosom 
of their Father and their God. The wheels of na/ 
ture axe not made to roll backward ; every thing 
presses on towards eternity; from the birth of 
time an impetuous current has set in, which bears 
all the sons of men towaxds that interminable 
ocean. Meanwhile, heaven is attracting to itself 
whatever is congenial to its nature, is enriching 
itself by the spoils of earth, and collecting within 
its capacious bosom whatever is pure, permanent, 
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and divine^ leaving nothing for the last fire to 
consume but the objects and the slaves of concu- 
piscence ; while every thing which grace has pre- 
pared and beautified shall be gathered and selected 
from the ruins of the world, to adorn that eternal 
city, which hath no need of the sun, neither of the 
moon, to shine in it, for the glory of God doth 
enlighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 
Let us obey the voice that calls us thither ; let 
us seek the things that are above, and no longer 
cleave to a world which must shortly perish, and 
which we must shortly quit, while we neglect to 
prepare for that in which we are invited to dwell 
for ever. Let us follow in the track of those holy 
men, who, together with your beloved and Mthful 
pastor, have taught us by their voice, and encou- 
raged us by their example, that, laying aside every 
weight, and the sin that most easily besets us, we 
may run toith patience the race that is set before fts. 
While every thing within us and around us reminds 
us of the approach of death, and concurs to teach 
us that this is not our rest, let us hasten our pre- 
parations for another world, and earnestly implore 
that grace, which alone can put an end to that fatal 
war which our desires have too long waged with 
our destiny. When these move in the same direc- 
tion, and that which the will of heaven renders 
unavoidable shall become our choice, all things 
will be ours ; life will be divested of its vanity, and 
death of its terrors. Seeing then that all these 
things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons 
Ought we to be in all holy conversation and godliness. 
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looking for and hasting to the coming of the day of 
Gody wherein the heavens^ being on fire, shaU he 
dissolved, and the elements shaU melt tvith fervent 
heat. Nevertheless, we, according to his promise^ 
look for new heavens and a new earth, in which 
-dwelleth righteotisness" 
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PREFACE TO THE GLEANINGS. 

(NEVER BEFORE PUBLISHED.) 



Whatever defects or imperfections may be discovered 
in these Selections, must be entirely attributed to tiie 
writer, as tiiey were taken down from the rapid delivery 
of Mr. Hall, and after such a lapse of time there was 
often much difficulty in deciphering the characters ; but 
the force and richness of the thoughts being preserved, 
will compensate for many deficiencies, and he trusts 
the reader will avoid the spirit of tiiat false criticism 
which Mr. Hall firequentiy condemned, (to use his own 
words,) " as being like tiie man who examined his food 
with a microscope instead of eating it.** 



d by Google 



d by Google 



MISCELLANEOUS GLEANINGS. 



ON CHRISTIAN JUSTICE AND INTEGRITY. 
February 14, 1802. 

Every thing in Christianity tends to enforce the 
practice of justice and integrity in all your dealings. 
It is the very spirit of the Law which says, Thou 
shalt not covet. It is impossible to lay down general 
principles upon this subject; but, in matters of 
prudence, last thoughts are best. In morality, 
your first thoughts are best; — ^where things are in- 
different as to principle, we have frequently to 
calculate consequences, which requires a long train 
of thought and reflection ; but, in matters of con- 
science, God has not left us to such a process as 
this ; for he has established in the breast of every 
man a vicegerent, and whatever this conscience 
remonstrates at first, is best ; you may silence it, 
you may upbraid its voice, but whatever in its 
first movements it condemns, ought to be con- 
demned. Your endeavours to prevent it will be 
like labouring in the fire ; always then, in matters 
of morality, trust your first thoughts. Persons are 

L 
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sufficiently selfish not to give sentence in fsivour 
of themselves ; and, like every other faculty, con- 
science is liable to become darkened; but if the 
light that is in you be darkness, how great is that 
darkness! It is putting out, as far as possible, 
the light of the mind, and leaving us in a state 
of abject wretchedness. It is suicide of the im- 
mortal part. 



PERORATION ON CHRISTIAN CONVERSATION. 
December 12, 1801. 

" Only let your conversation be as becometh the gospel of 
Christ:' 

This precept was with regard to the final 
salvation of the Christian converts; it depended 
upon their " continuance*' in these commands. 
They were to be diligent^ to be found of him in 
peace, to do which they were to continue £dth- 
ful unto death. Too many Christians are apt to 
look back upon their conversion as a ground of 
comfort; but the Scriptures give us no promises but 
what are connected with perseverance to death. If 
after having begun in the Spirit ye end in death — 
if you conform to the spirit of the world — ^you 
know nothing of the spirit of Christianity; you 
have the name without the spirit ; ye are weighed 
in the balances, and found wanting. It is by con- 
sistency only we can allure others to the profession 
and dignity of the Christian character ; for it rests 
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upon this — ^Aa^ others y seeing your good works^ 
may glorify your heavenly Father, These prin* 
ciples, my brethren, followed out, will carry us to 
great heights and degrees in Christian virtue ; we 
shaU not ask how little of it we may have, but 
does such a spirit, and such a course of conduct, 
most become the gospel of Christ? With these 
maxims in our mouths and in our hearts, we shall 
be aiming to have as much of it as we can, and be 
continually dissatisfied with ourselves if we are not 
copying some new lineaments of the features of 
Jesus Christ. This, the apostle says, would be a 
source of unspeakable satisfaction to him. Their 
union with each other, and their steadfast ad- 
herence to the cause of Christ, was one part of 
this exemplary course. He exhorted them to be 
nothing terrified by their adversaries, which is to 
them an evident token of perdition. Having Jesus 
Christ with the Father, as an advocate, what was 
there to terrify them ? They knew he was at the 
head of all principalities and powers. That Chris- 
tian, my brethren, who views Jesus Christ as the 
Lord of men, of angels, and of glory, how firm and 
imdaunted may he look around him, and consider 
kings and princes but as common dust; for they 
must submit themselves to his authority, or perish ! 
This resolute adherence to Christ firmly shewed 
that they had an invisible protector ; — that those 
potsherds of the earth must be destroyed — Woe 
to him who striveth with his Maker/ This was an 
evident token of perdition to their enemies, but 
of salvation to themselves. It was a foretaste of 
l2 
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their fixture inheritance ; for unto you (the apostle 
says) it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to 
believe on him, but to suffer for his sake. Instead 
of their repining at the cross of Christ, they were 
to consider it a privilege which God had put 
on them — it was a gift on behalf of Christ ; they 
rejoiced that they were thought worthy to suffer 
for him. Why this imutterable kind of sentiment 
and feeling, my brethren ? Because they believed 
the friendship of Jesus Christ, and they knew that he 
had solemnly declared — Blessed are ye, when men 
shali revile you, and persecute you, and shall say 
all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 
Rejoice, and he exceeding glad: for great is your 
reward in heaven. They knew that though all 
the faithful followers of Jesus Christ would be 
crowned, yet a brighter crown was reserved for 
them ; they knew that they should reign with him 
with peculiar honour and glory. They considered 
the sufferings of the church on earth as an earnest 
of their elevation in heaven ; that the degree in 
which they sunk in one, was to be their exaltation 
in the other. Can we have this spirit if we do not 
deny the world? or, if we do not suffer for his 
sake, how can we be companions of them that 
suffered? On the whole, my brethren; O the 
great importance of having these views in life, and 
these hopes in death, which the apostle sets before 
us! As we must all die, and God has laid no 
^ other foundation than that which is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ, let us often ask ourselves, whether 
the end of our Ufe is to glorify God, and whether 
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we have any well-founded hope, if we were to die, 
we should be with the Lord? This evidence lies 
in a very small compass — Is your conversation such 
us becomes the gospel of Christ ? 



INCIDENTAL, ON PRAYER. 
February 1, 1801. 

There is a tranquillity and fortitude which 
prayer inspires amidst the troubles of life. When 
a good man has opened all the secrets of his soul 
to God, he begins to taste the hidden manna. It 
is like the fragrance of those flowers that perfume 
the air. When he went into the presence of 
God, perhaps with injured feelings, malignant or 
oppressed — he there drops his burthen — all 
becomes calm and serene ; and with his passions 
more pure, his benevolence more ardent, he returns 
into the world. This duty of private prayer will 
prepare you, beyond every other, for death. We 
must all soon die ; — ^how is it that men, when they 
come to die, begin to pray — even those who have 
never come to the house of God? but would 
they not pray better, think you, if they had been 
accustomed to it? Which is most likely to be 
accepted, — that man that is pushed into the pre- 
sence of the Supreme Being by the force of 
destiny, or that man who has sought him by 
prayer ? The dying man, who has been delighted 
with the thought of being with God — that even^ 
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which destroys every other hope, is but the com- 
mencement of his — As for me, I shall behold thy 
face in righteousness : I shall be satisfied when I 
awake in thy likeness. Come, then, let us bow 
down and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
Whatever your condition be, turn to the Lord 
that your prosperity may be holy, and your afflic- 
tions sanctified. Young persons, you are just 
embarked in a tempestuous ocean ; you soon will 
be involved in storms where many wise men, many 
noble, have been sunk ; let prayer be your polar 
star — what can guide and protect you but this ? 



NEAR VIEWS OF GOD. 

February 8, 1801. 

Humility and repentance are the result of larg^ 
acquaintance with God. Job said, / have heard 
of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine 
eye seeth thee. It expresses two kinds of know- 
ledge ; the one specul^-tive, the other pjractical. 
He had formerly a distant and vague acquaintance 
of God without contejuplating him by that fidth 
which seeth him who is invisible. He now had an 
intimate, a deep and practical sense of God^ very 
different from the mere vague conceptions he had 
when he only heard of him; — that knowledge 
which is practical, deep, intimate, and profound. 
The two effects were humility and repentance. 
Humility is produced by the sight of his great- 
ness ; repentance by a knowledge of his . purity. 
It is the union of these that form the idea of God. 
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THE IMPROVEMENT OF TIME. 
February 15, 1801. 

Life is not to be marked by its felicities, but 
by its duties. Preserve order in the arrangement 
of time ; distribute it into parts : for the want of 
this method many persons never succeed in the 
most virtuous employments ; many cares rush upon 
them, and, having no plan, all will be distraction 
and hurry. Never depart from your plan because 
of slight inconveniences. It includes in it the 
making a right use of the leisure and interstices 
of life. Some seasons will occur of this kind; 
a right use of these form the character ; for men 
are more formed and moulded by the choice of their 
amusements than by the force and pressure of busi- 
ness. Let your leisure be often employed in read- 
ing the Scriptures, in meditation, and in prayer. 
Let the Bible be always at hand; frequently take 
a cordial of comfort from it. Read religious books; 
learn to make a right use of your sacred time^ 
to weed the soul from sin, and to dress it for 
immortality: these will have a decisive influence 
upon the happiness or misery of eternity. Con- 
sider how short and transitory time is; all the 
images that can express frailty have been employed 
and heaped upon life* One writer compares it to 
leaves, another to a shadow and a dream. The 
Apostle James compares it to a vapour, which the 
sun exhales, and then it disappears ; and, compared 
with the protracted life of the patriarchs, it sinks 
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into a point; for that which in a time will be 
nothing, is nothing. It is a narrow isthmus 
dividing two oceans; an eternity past, and to 
come. A happy or miserable eternity depends 
upon a right improvement of your time. Since 
we cannot count upon time, let us redeem it; 
your only time is that which is present. Satan 
steals away our time by stealing the present. In 
the view of God we are contemporaries with him. 
The difference of time influences our imagination, 
but makes no alteration with God. Attend to 
the sentiments and feelings of dying men upon 
the value of life — ^they are on the confines of two 
worlds — they are passed through one, and they 
have a prospect of another. One month ! one day 
more ! They would esteem days above diamonds. 

When Grotius was dying he was asked what he 
would recommend to others ? He replied, " Be 
serious, be serious." But two words — all his vast 
knowledge induced him to express it in two words ! 
There are many without half his learning would 
think their understandings insulted by such a 
request. Do not say. To-morrow I will reform— r 
to-morrow I will subdue my passions. To-morrow 
may never come I 
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REMEDIES AGAINST THE FEARS OF DEATH. 

June2%, 1801. 

The natural fear of death is a source of terror to 
the human mind. Christianity suggests several 
ways to conquer this : — 

1. A strict sobriety in the pursuits of life. 

Let your moderation be known to all men. 
The more we live above sense, the more we are 
prepared for that world where nothing that is not 
spiritual can enter. 

2. Another guard against the fear of death is to 
accustom ourselves to draw our enjoyments from 
those scenes which it cannot disturb. 

The twofold nature of man connects him with 
two kinds of objects ; — those that are present and 
visible, and those that are invisible and immortal : 
the more he draws his happiness from the last 
source, the more it will prepare him for the last 
conflict. He who seeks his pleasures in those 
things which relate to his intellect, not for distinc- 
tion's sake, but for the increase of his virtue and 
the improvement of his mind, has entered on a 
career which wiU be extended through eternity. 
If you seek your happiness in the calm of your 
passions and the approbation of your heart, you 
will rise superior to the fear of death. 

3. An eminent degree of the love of God, is 
another specific for the fear of death. 

Perfect love casteth out fear, but especially the 
fear of death. Is it not a state of universal change ? 
a state and condition where we have no previous 
l3 ^ 
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acquaintance^ where all things will he new ? But 
God, in the amplitude of his love, will shed a 
domestic acquaintance over those regions. Jesus 
Christ said, In my Father's house are many dweUing- 
places; if it were not so, I would have told you : I 
go to prepare a place for you.* We shall then 
feel warm with the love of God, who is the God of 
that world. Besides, love naturally wishes to 
dwell with its ohject ; and the principal difference 
that death makes, is an union with God. He wiU 
shew the good man the path of life ; then all that 
conceals God will be removed, and all that shuts 
out the more immediate beams of the divine pre- 
sence and vision ; for then shall I see as I am seen, 
and know even also as I am known. 

Death places a good man with Him who will be 
all in all. Eternity will be to you, my brethren, 
but as your Father's house. Jesus Christ said, 
I go to my Father and your Father, to my Grod 
and your God. 

4. By rendering our imagination &miliar with 
it ; ^ this is an exercise which good men have 
accustomed themselves to. 



* Archbishop Fenelon haa a very similar thought. He says, 
" With what a holy familiarity our Lord speaks of the regions of 
glory, &c., while the apostles, when describing the heavenly state, 
employ the most pompous and energetic language ; and seem, in- 
deed, to labour for words, and to be almost dazzled with the lustre, 
and oppressed with the weight, of tlie subject But Christ i^eaks 
of it with a familiar ease and freedom ; just as a prince, who had 
been educated in a splendid court, would speak with ease of many 
magnificent things, at the].sudden view of which a peasant would 
be swallowed up in astonishment, and would find himself greatly 
embarrassed in an attempt to explain them to his equals at home." 
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It is thus men train themselves for real battle. 
Look forward to aU the circumstances of our 
arrival at the last hour, the sickness aad the sor- 
row that surrounds our bed; the more we think 
of death, by certain desires and tendencies as to 
futurity, the less terrible it will appear. A sober 
joy will spring up, that will detect pleasure even in 
the grim aspect of death, so as to enable us to say, 
with the apostle, O death, where is thy sting ? 
grave, where is thy victory ? It will be the image 
of immortality, and only as a dark avenue into 
which we must enter into the eternal world. This 
will mix with the shades of the sepulchre a light 
that will light it up. Do not take a cowardly 
refuge in vanity and dissipation. 

5. Some remedies that may be proposed, by 
which death may be considered as a relief to man. 

How many pains and miseries, greater than death, 
have befallen some of you. Death is but an instant 
of being. Consider how many have supported the 
fear of death without Christianity. There is not a 
passion but what has overcome it. The passion of 
love, of feme, and ambition. Despair has dug for 
it a& for hidden treasures ; but religious joy has 
not only surmounted, but triumphed over it. Let 
us remember how many persons would ratlier have 
died than have met certain calamities. Cresius 
was not the only man that lamented that he had 
lived too long. How happy for Eli, for example, 
would it have been, if he had died before the judg- 
ments of God fell upon his children. How happy 
would death have been to Solomon, before he fell 
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into idolatry. Who knoweth what is good far man 
all the days of Ms Ufe? for the good are taken 
away from the evil that is to come. God considers 
death as a deliverance ; he takes his children aside, 
and leads them into the sanctuary of the grave. 
Let us then, my brethren, seek an interest in the 
divine favour, and in the promises of the gospel. 
We should consider the death of a Christian rather 
an enviable object than a pitiable one. When the 
apostles heard of the death of Lazarus, they said. 
Lord, let us go and do likewise. 



ON THE APOSTOLIC WRITERS. 

December 5, 1801. 

We see, here, what is the distinguishing spirit 
of Christianity. They that are his children are 
led by the Spirit of God. The doctrines of reli- 
gion might have been taught in a diflferent form, 
if the Scriptures had been calculated to give us 
mere speculative knowledge ; but they exhibit the 
temper of the heart. We see the writers of them 
in bonds and afflictions, in triumphs and mis- 
carriages. These epistles represent them under 
every variety of form and circumstance, in order 
that we may learn and know what is that one spirit 
into which aU the disciples breathed. It is of 
very little purpose to have an acquaintance with 
the doctrines, without we have the spirit which the 
apostles breathe in all these epistles, and which 
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has formed and sanctified the hearts of his chosen 
in every age. 

Do not, my brethren, read them only to know 
what it is they teach, but consider them with a 
view to the improvement and renovation of the 
heart, producing that sincerity, that devotedness to 
Christ, that heavenly-mindedness, which they 
everywhere inculcate ; and let these penetrate 
your hearts, and make you ashamed of yourselves, 
that you should fall so far short of the spirit of dis- 
ciples ; for, unless we possess this spirit in some 
degree we cannot be his disciples. If you com- 
pare these writings with the celebrated heathen 
authors in sublimity of style, in purity, in elegance, 
and in delicacy of expression ; look at them with 
seriousness, and how low and little do their cha- 
racters appear, although these heathen writers 
came into alliance with every thing that is great 
and splendid in this world ; but the apostles came 
into contact with God, they touched the Eternal, 
they breathed into his temper, and out of that ful- 
ness received gra^ie for grace. Let us, my brethren, 
seek this renovation of mind ; let us not be sloth- 
fulf but followers of them whoy through faith and 
patience^ are now inheriting the promises. Let us 
breathe after their spirit and their enjoyments, and 
very shortly the days of our mourning wiU be ended, 
and we shall be with them and with the Lord. 
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CHRISTIAN DIGNITY. 
February 14, 1802. 

" Whatsoever things are honest.** 

Here the word undoubtedly signifies venerable. 
It is a sort of dignified manner of behaviour, as 
the word honestum signifies, from which it is 
taken. It stands opposed to a fantastic, to a light 
and frothy behaviour, to foolish jesting and buf- 
foonery, to the character of a scoffer, and to the 
character of a wit. Indeed, it is impossible that 
wit, or the fiwulty of making people laugh, should 
be suitable to the dignity of a Christian, an heir of 
eternal life; it is impossible that this can asso* 
ciate or comport with a grave, a serious and manly 
deportment, which is perfectly inconsistent with 
trifling and jesting. There is nothing will produce 
this dignified character so much as the considera^ 
tion of the design of human life, the dignity of the 
christian calling, and the end of our being. Mirth, 
though useful at times to the spirits, yet if it be 
made the business of li&, we are dead while we 
Jme^ 



PARENTAL DISCIPLINE. 
June 28, 1801. 

Mr. Hall frequently regretted the change that 
has taken place within the last forty years in the 
restraints and bonds of parental authority ; that 
young persons were not under the same sort of 
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discipline and control as formerly; that if our 
forefathers, the puritans, were too rigid, their 
descendants .are to lax. He had high ideas of 
the authority of parents, which he considered 
amounted to patriarchal. The following is a spe- 
cimen : — He observed, " God sent a message by 
the child Samuel to Eli. The purport of it was 
the destruction of his sons, and the taking away of 
the ark ; with these all the dignity of the house of 
Eli was extinguished. The affliction was very 
complicated. Poverty was inflicted upon his 
children, and the two which were chief in trans- 
gression fell in one day. Such was the punish- 
ment, that every one that was left in his house 
crouched for apiece of silver and a morsel of bread. 
And what was Eli's offence? That he did not 
exercise that power and authority for restraining 
the vices of his children, which, as a parent, he 
possessed. His sons made them^sehes vile, and he 
restrained them not. This was his crime. Chil- 
dren and servants axe not to be persuaded merely, 
but commanded ; as God said of Abraham, I know 
him, that he will command his children, and his 
household after him, to keep the way of the Lord. 
Parents are required to exercise that authority 
which by God, by nature, and by reUgion, is put 
into their power, for the advancement of their 
children and servants in piety, and in every hea- 
venly work. If setting an example, then, merely, 
will not exempt them from punishment, how 
dreadful will it be for those parents who set the 
example of their own vices ! Young persons should 
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take waxning £rom this. The sons of Eli "were 
even the children of Abiaham, and the children of 
the priesthood ; and what was their crime ? Fhey 
made themselves vile, they despised the piety of 
their parent^ they led the fashion^ they indulged 
in sensuality. Impiety makes a man vile. The 
decree is gone forth, and all the maxims and 
customs of the world cannot alter it. Them that 
honour me I mil honour ; and they that despise me 
shall he lightly esteemed.** 



ON THE DANGER OF EVIL COMPANIONS. 
December^ 1800. 

Society is the atmosphere of souls, and we 
necessarily imbibe something which is either infec-* 
tious or salubrious. The society of virtuous per^ 
sons is enjoyed beyond their company, while vice 
carries a sting into solitude. The society, or the 
company you keep, is both the indication of your 
character and the former of it. In company, 
when the pores of the mind are opened, there 
requires more guard than usual, because the mind 
is then passive. Either vicious company will 
please you, or it will not ; if it does not please you, 
the end of going will be defeated. You will feel 
your reverence for the dictates of conscience wear 
off, and that name, at which angels bow and devils 
tremble, you will hear contemned and abused. 
The bible will supply materials for unmeaning 
jests or impious buffoonery: the consequence of 
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this will be, a practical deviation into vice; the 
principles will become sapped, and the fences of 
conscience broken down ; and, when debauchery 
has corrupted the character, a total inversion will 
take place, as the apostle speaks, they glory in 
their shame. 



A PERORATION ON PRAYER. 

February 7, 1802. 

'* In every thing, by prayer and supplication, let your 
request be made known unto God" 

Seek, my brethren, repose by prayer. If your I 
mind be overwhelmed with trouble and anxiety, 
go into the presence of God, spread your case 
before him ; though he knows the desires of your 
hearts, yet he has declared he will be sought after. 
Go, therefore, into the presence of that God who 
will at once tranquillize your heart, give you what 
you wish, or make you more happy without it, and 
who will be your everlasting consolation if you 
trust in him, breathing peace into your soul, and 
commanding tranquillity in the midst of the 
greatest storms. How much are they to be pitied 
who never pray ! the world is to them all gloom, 
for there they see none of the kindness and protec-^ 
tion of our heavenly Father. We do not wonder 
that the sorrow of the world worketh death, with 
the distresses that human nature is exposed to. 
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Prayer is the sovereign remedy ; use it, there- 
fore. Try this medicine. In every season of 
affliction, whatever you feel of present distress, or 
fear of future calamity, go to God, before whom 
none ever bowed in vain, and he will bow the' 
heavens and came d(nan, and fill your . souls with 
peace and consolation, with that peace of God 
which passeih aU understanding , with a sense of 
his &vour, of reconciliation with him, and an 
interest in his everlasting love. This preserves the 
heart of man in the greatest troubles, in the midst 
of the greatest cares, and from the incursion of 
ten thousand enemies. K your hearts and minds 
lie open to corrosion and care, what signifies how 
great or how famous you are? K you coidd 
silence all the world, yet, with such a clamour in 
a man's own heart, a civil war within, his passions 
in a state of concision, what would it avail ? And 
this is always the case with the wicked; they are like 
the troubled sea, which cannot rest; but i}iat peace 
of God which pa^seth all understanding will keep 
and preserve in the soul a region of %ht in the 
midst of Egyptian darkness ; and were discord to 
ravage the earth, there it could not reach. Let 
us, then, my brethren, seek after this peace of 
God by prayer and supplication. Seek relief from 
that quarter. Whatever uneasiness of mind you 
feel, go into the presence of your God, bow your 
knees before him, there deprecate your case, then 
seek forgiveness through Christ as a Mediator; 
open to him all your sorrows, he is the only being 
who.wiU always attend to you. Friends, in many 
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cases, can only shed tears, and increase your sor- 
rows by mingling them with your own; but he 
can give you light in the midst of darkness, he can 
give you eternal happiness. Let us, then, make 
all our requests known to him. 



ON CHRISTIAN EXAMPLE. 
January 10, 1802. 

They were to walk as children of God. And 
if the sons of God were indeed to descend to this 
earth, what majesty, what dignity, what elevation, 
what purity, what sweetness should we behold ! 
You, as Christians, are exhorted to that spirit ; you 
are adopted into that family, you have that same 
spirit within you. Walk, therefore, as the sons of 
Gody holding forth the word of life, among whom ye 
shine as lights in the world. This is in allusion to 
a lamp that is large and splendid; for so is the 
word of God exhibited in the conduct of true 
Christians, and diffused into our spirit and temper. 

Christians do not shine by any light of their 
own, but it is a borrowed light ; it is by that spirit 
and temper which is formed by the word of God. 
This makes them shine as sons of God. 

In consequence of this they show to men the 
way of salvation; they point the way to happiness ; 
they shew the vanity of their pursuits ; and, in the 
spirit of the patriarchs, they condemn the world, 
and thus become the heirs of righteotisness through 
faith. You see, my brethren, how essential it is 
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that Christianity should peaetrate your hearts* 
It is not merely calling yourselves Christians, 
either as churchmen or dissenters, which makes 
you shine as lights in the world; for these, in 
comparison, are contemptible distinctions. But it 
teaches us such an estimate of aU human good, 
such moderation and meekness, as shall fit us for 
the inheritance of the saints in light ; this is effected 
by the word of God sanctifying us throughout. 
Our Saviour prays. Sanctify them through thy 
truth ; thy word is truth, I have consecrated them 
to be mine, even as thou hast sanct^ied me. 

Our example, my brethren, cannot be in- 
different; it will either be a savour of life unto 
life, or of death unto death; it will either bring 
great reproach or honour on the gospel. Let your 
light then so shine before men, that others, seeing 
your good works, may glorify our heavenly 
Father. 



ON THE GOVERNMENT OF THE THOUGHTS. 

October, 1800. 

Christian watchAilness includes in it a care of 
the thoughts ; herein is the difference between a 
bad man and a good man, not as to the character 
of the thoughts themselves that occur, to the mind, 
for the same may arise in the minds of both, but 
in the selection, the complacency, and the esteem 
given, to such as are detained and solicited. If the 
thoughts of men are ambitious, their characters are 
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ambitious ; if the thoughts of men are avaricious^ 
their characters will be avaricious. The heart is 
determined by the thoughts ; as is their thoughts, 
so is their character; the thoughts form the 
passions, the passions form the actions, the actions 
form the man. The thoughts are marked with 
an infinity of views and complexions, but it 
depends upon ourselves what thoughts we choose. 
Tlie government of the thoughts is the government 
of the inward regions. A prince may possess the 
largest dominions, and yet be the victim of his 
thoughts. 



SUPREME LOVE TO GOD. 

October, 1800. 

" My flesh and my heart faileth : hut God is the strength 
of my hearty and my portion for ever" 

We may remark the influence these sentiments 
have in supporting the mind under the decays of 
nature and sickness. There is then frequently a 
diminution of strength and energy; a general 
lassitude spreads over the whole fi-ame ; the mind 
is employed in counting the lingering minutes, 
and chiding the slow pace of time ; once to die, and 
after death the judgment. Revelation rivets these 
sentiments upon the mind; all these clouds are 
scattered when the sentiment of the Psalmist can 
be adopted ; it will calm the mind ; it will have a 
twofold influence ; it reconciles the man to leave 



d by Google 



238 MISCELLANEOUS GLEANINGS 

this world, and brightens the prospect of fiiturity. 
We may remark farther the admirable manner, 
the supreme love of God — Whom have I in heaven 
but thee ? and there is none upon earth that I desire 
besides thee, is adapted to every season of life ; — 
To youth, on account of your forwardness to pre- 
sume ; your excess and impetuosity it will restrain; 
it will give a right direction to all your pursuits ; 
it will guard your bodies from shameful vices and 
diseases, and preserve your mind from remorse. 
The love of God takes away the relish of sin ; your 
afflictions will work together for good : thus your 
youth will be lively, holy, and innocent; and at 
last you will be conducted to the right hand of 
God. 



ON INFIDELITY. 

June 7, 1801. 

" Lordy to whom should we go ? for thou hast the words 
of eternal life,^* 

Let us seriously consider where else we can 
find any balm for the wounded and distressed con- 
science ; where can we find peace but in Jesus 
Christ ? what other way hath been opened to the 
Father? — No man cometh to the Father but by me. 
Do you wish to live beyond the grave ? cleave to 
Chriistianity. Would you go to those infidel philo- 
sophers, who have desecrated heaven to make way 
for their impious speculations ? There is nothing 
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in their nomenclatiire, nothing in their jargon, 
that can express eternal life ; they have read, or 
heard of a millennium, and they have fancied a 
general diffiision of koowledge, science, and virtue, 
a thousand years hence; they have heard of the 
spirits of jtbst men made perfect ^ and they have 
dreamt of the perfectibility of man in the present 
world. WiU ye also go away, who have made 
some sacrifices for religion? What joy can you 
substitute instead of the gospel ? Have they ob- 
tained any greater elevation in knowledge and 
virtue? Are they better fathers ? better husbands ? 
better members of society ? Lord, to whom should 
we go ? thou hast the words of eternal life,* 



A PERORATION ON MEETNESS FOR HEAVEN. 

Now it becomes us to see if we possess this 
preparation in any degree ; for this is the end of 
all our ministry, the end of all the revelations from 
God, to prepare a people for himself This was 
the earnest desire of good men in every age. 
Abraham sought a better country, even a heavenly, 
Moses forsook the pleasures of Egypt for the recom- 
pence of reward; and if you have none of this, the 
gospel is heard in vain. There is eternal life, but 

* In order to understand this bold language, it must be re- 
membered, that it was delivered at a time when the principles of 
the lUuminati of Germany were disseminated here, and when 
Godwin's *' Political Justice ** was much talked about 
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we have no part or lot in the matter. How neces- 
sary, my brethren, is it to begin to seek this as 
those who are about to take their departure, and 
to emigrate to another country ! We are about to 
exchange worlds ; the ocean of eternity is nearly 
in view : you have seen persons embark and leave 
the shores of mortality ; you have heard the tolling 
bell; the change is passed; the decree is gone 
forth — He that is Jllth^, let him be filthy still : he 
that is hoh^y let him he holy stilL And has the 
Scripture taken so much pains to tell us of this 
inheritance of the saints in Ught, and made such 
mighty preparations, and you remain stupid and 
insensible like those in the time of Noah, till the 
fiood came and swallowed them wp ? How foolish 
and infatuated thus to judge yourselves unworthy 
of eternal life ! Ask yourselves, Are you ready ? 
For you know not what hour the Son of man cometh. 
I hope there are some of us prepared ; see that 
you are advancing, trim your lamps, quicken your 
pace; a few more pains, and he that shall come, 
will come, and will not tarry. Kindle a diviner 
ardour; remember that — absent from the body, is to 
be present with the Lord, Cherish wider prospects ; 
think less of this world; lament its losses less 
bitterly ; set your affections on things above ; pray 
that God would direct you, and enable you to 
hold out to the end, O that each of us were more 
intent upon this preparation ! He hath promised 
us all that a God can bestow, and a creature can 
wish : let us forget the things that are behind, and 
reach to those that are before, for the prize is 
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eternal Ufe. This was the conduct of the apostles; 
and are you wiser than they? They said, Lord, 
to whom should we go ? It was this that enabled 
them to meet death, not only with calnmess and 
composure, but in the midst of the most terrific 
forms ; and what was it but this — Lord, to whom 
should we go hut unto thee ? for thou hast the words 
of eternal Ufe, God grant that this may be the 
case with us all ! 



ON LYING. 

February 14, 1802. 

" Lie not one to another^ brethren^ seeing ye have put off 
the old man with his lusts" 

Implying that every species of lying is a breach 
of our mutual social contract. If we consider what 
speech is, it will appear that there is in society a 
silent compact; that the words we speak are 
appropriated to particular purposes; that they 
shall signify such and such things, and no other ; 
therefore, if men were to allow themselves in the 
breach of truth, the whole use and design of speech 
would cease, which, in fact, is the great cement of 
society. All lying is poisoning the springs of the 
comforts of life at their very source. 
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A SYLLABUS OP THE ARGUMENTS IN FAVOUR 
OF THE DIVINITY OF JESUS CHRIST, AGAINST 
SOCINIANS. 

June 14, 1801. 

I SHALL take occasion to speak of the dignily 
of Jesus Christ, and specify some of those argu- 
ments to fortify the mind in &vour of the divinity 
of Jesus Christ. The arguments may be reduced 
to three classes. 

I. The representations in Scripture of his personal 
intrinsic dignity. 

I%e Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. All things were made by him ; and withotU 
him was not any thing made that is made. And, 
in order to put it beyond a doubt, the apostle 
adds, The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. 
Great is the mystery of godliness, God manifest 
in the flesh. Again, Isaiah relates, in his 6th 
chapter, that he saw the Lord sitting upon his 
throne, high, and lifted up, and his train filled the 
temple. This was fulfilled in the ministry of our 
Lord ; for the evangelist says — ITiese things said 
Isaiah, when he saw his glory and spake of him. 
The glory that he saw, therefore, was the glory of 
Jesus Christ. Also, in the 40th chapter of Isaiah — 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, (or the Jehovah, 
as it should be,) make straight in the desert a high- 
way for our God, To prepare the way for Grod, 
therefore, was to prepare the way of Jesus Christ. 
Agreeably to this is the conjugal relation of God 
with the children of Israel — Thy maker is thine 
husband, the Lord of Hosts is his name. Jesus 
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dirist was the bridegroom of the church ; for it is 
said, He that hath the bride u the bridegroom* 
Now, unless the word of God is designed to mis- 
lead and perplex, Jesus Christ is certainly the 
husband of the church. Again, it is written, 
Moses was faithful as a servant; but Jesus Christ, 
its a son over his own house : and though he was a 
son^ yet learned he obedience j and became obedient 
ufUo death, even the death of the cross* Let all 
the angels of God worship him. But he was not 
one of them, for to which of t/ie angels said he at 
any time, Sit thou on my right hand until I make 
thine enemies my footstool ? 

There are but three orders of intelligent beings 
that we meet with in Scripture — God, angels, and 
men. "What place then can be assigned to him ? 
The privileges are great which are conferred upon 
us, even that of eternal life. The Apostle Paul 
reasons thus from the greater to the less — If God 
spared not his own Son, but freely gave him up for 
us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us 
all things? God so loved the world that he gave his 
only-begotten Son, — that he chose to give eternal 
life in connexion with such a greater blessing; 
therefore, the benignity that bestowed the one will 
bestow the other. 

II. The works and offices which are ascribed to 
Jesus Christ. 

1. The work of creation. For by him all things 

are created, by him, and for him, in heaven 

and in earth. It is useless to say this means the 

''Christian dispensation" only, for the Christian 

u2 
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dispensation is not all things in heaven and in 
earth. Surely, then, that power which stretches 
over the world must be divine. Supposing Jesus 
Christ was only superior to the angels, then the 
worlds were made by an inferior being ; and this is 
contrary to every principle of natural, as well as 
revealed, reUgion. The Apostle Paul says— i^or t^ 
invisible things of God are clearly seen, being undet^ 
stood by the things which are made, even his eternal 
power and Godhead. 

2. Jesus Christ is represented as an all-sufficient 
and effectual Saviour, not as revealing only, but 
actually bestowing the blessing. The prophets, 
my brethren, never challenged others to put con- 
fidence in them; but Jesus Christ is placed in 
scripture as the object of trust — I know in whom 
I have believed; and am persuaded that he is 
able to keep that which I have committed unto him 
against that day. Agreeably to this, the proto- 
martyr Stephen, said — Lord Jesus, into thy hand I 
commit my spirit. 

3. The universal judgment is put into the hand 
of Jesus Christ. There is no kind of glory, and 
honour, and dominion, that can be put into the 
hand of God but what is placed in his ; and amidst 
the convulsions of a devouring world, he has de- 
scribed himself as saying — Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom; and to the wicked, 
Depart, ye cursed. To. judge any individual must 
employ a knowledge of his heart. Is Jesus Christ 
destitute of this prerogative ? No ; for he says-^ 
That all the churches may know that I am he that 
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semrcheth the heart and trieth the reins of the 
children of men, and will give unto every man 
€u:€ording to his works. Observe, not only that he 
vnli search the heart, but / do search the heart. 
To suppose that it is only an occasional assumption 
of power, is to suppose a child in this assembly to 
be capable oi exercising the abilities of Sir Isaac 
Newton. 

III. The worship that was actually paid to Jesus 
Christ. 

To all that call upon t/te name of Christ — Stephen 
died calling upon Christ. Now, to call upon the 
name of God in the Old as well as New Testa- 
ment, is used to express worship or adoration. 
I know no other way of charging the Romish 
church with idolatry, but because they call upon 
the names of persons departed. In the Revelations 
a magnificent description is given by the Apostle 
John, when Jesus Qirist said — I am he that liveth, 
and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for ever- 
more; and have the keys of hell and of death. And 
though the Apostle John had lain in his bosom, he 
fell at his feet as dead. The idea of divinity would 
naturally attach itself to his mind, in Rev. v. 12. 
Saying, with a loud voice. Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. 
And every creature which is in heaven, and on the 
earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, 
and all that are in them, heard I, saying, Blessing, 
and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb /or ever 
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and ever. Arid the four hearts said. Amen, And 
the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped 
him that livethfor ever and ever. Who can this be 
that the angels are represented as terminating the 
silence of heaven by breaking forth in his praises ? 
K the worship of Jesus Christ is then idolatry, (as our 
opponents charge us with,) we may rest perfectly 
satisfied, for we see that it has infected heaven itse]£ 
Pliny, an heathen historian,^ tells us, " that Chris- 
tians met and worshipped Jesus Christ as God." 
This has been the prevailing opinion of the first 
ages, and, consequently, the idolatry (as it is called) 
of Jesus Christ has been the most extensive of all 
idolatries. Is it likely, my brethren, that he should 
come into the world to destroy all other idolatries 
to erect himself in their room ? He that, was the 
light that Ughteneth every man that cometh into the 
world; either he would have refused the worship^ 
or have guarded his followers against it. Let it 
be remembered, that the persons who have denied 
the divinity of Jesus Christ have distinguished 
themselves by impugning the authority of inspira- 
tion, lest, through these confiicting elements, a fire 
should spring that would destroy the whole of their 
system ; like poor Sisyphus, they have no other way 
of rolling the stone but by destroying its weight. 

On the whole, we learn the great importance of 
this doctrine of atonement, which has formed the 
grand boundary between the religion of Jesus 
Christ and the religion of nature. Those who 
have entered into infidelity have entered it by this 
avenue — ^The Rejection of the Atonement. 
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Religion requires the sacrifice of the pleasures 
of sense, of the boasts of virtue, and, last of all, 
the pride of reason. In order to exercise our 
humility by receiving the Scriptures upon his 
word as little children, let us bring every thing to 
this standard ; lay aside every pretension to reason, 
where revelation is concerned, and become fools, 
that we may learn Christ. 



ON DISSENT. 



There was nothing that appeared to Mr. Hall's 
mind more unaccountable than the circumstance of 
some few of his early fiiends and associates con- 
forming to the church of England, and departing 
from the pale of dissent. His remarks upon them 
in the private and social circle were very strong, 
notwithstanding the esteem he had for their 
general character and amiable dispositions. He 
would never admit the possibility of such a change, 
but from the influence of sinister motives, or 
being thrown into peculiar local associations and 
habits of life. So that, next to the safety of the 
soul in conversion of the heart to God, was his 
anxiety that all his friends should be consistent 
dissenters, contending for the purity and simplicity 
of the Christian £dth and worship ; unawed and 
uninfluenced by civil authority or acts of parlia- 
ment, not to receive the traditions of men for the 
ordinances of God. "The kingdom of Jesus 
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Christ/' he would say, '* is not of this world, it is 
within you; it is a spiritual dominion of the heart, 
a subjection of all the powers of the mind to the 
sole authority of one Lawgiver. 

*' The present hierarchy of the church of England 
is formed, not after the model of the Scriptures, 
and assumes a power and authority unknown in 
the first and purest ages of Christianity, inverting 
the order of the apostolic churches. 

" When the Apostle Paul wrote to the Church at 
Philippi," Mr. Hall observed, "he first addresses 
the church, then the bishops and deacons. To aU 
the saints in Christ Jesus which are at FhiUppi, 
with the bishops and deacons. The body of the 
common people, in primitive times, decided on all 
weighty matters that arose in the church. It is 
evident firom this salutation, that the term bishops 
and deacons comprehended all the teachers at that 
time in the church, and that the distinction arose 
afterwards between the bishops, or past<»», and 
deacons; for, certainly, if there had been any 
other order, they would not have been overlooked 
or neglected by the Apostle in Ins epistles to the 
churches." 

In a correspondence with a mutual fiiend, who 
had previously left the dissenters and conformed, I 
informed him (Mr. Hall) of the circumstance, that 
this friend denied the primitive custom of the 
church choosing its own ofiicers and ministers. 
" Sir," he said, " he cannot deny this without flying 
in the face of all antiquity ; for not only the Scrip- 
tures, but the early fathers, bear united testimony 
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to the fact of the power and authority emanating 
from the common people." 

In 1818, Mr. Hall, in imtii^ to a Mend, saysr, 
" As it (episcopacy) subsists at present among us, 
I am sorry to say I can scarcely conceive a 
greater abuse. It subverts equally the rights of 
pastors and of people, and is nothing less than one 
of the worst relics of the papal hierarchy. Were 
every thing else what it ought to be in the Esta- 
blished Church, prelacy, as it now subsists, would 
make me a dissenter." 

There were four principal things which he set 
his mind upon, and said, if the Scriptures were 
true, would surely be accomplished: and my youth- 
fid mind, fi-om many of his precepts, sajdngs, and 
writings, became deeply imbued with the same 
spirit. The 1st was, A Repeal of the Test and 
Corporation Acts, as unjust towards the dissenters; 
2. A Reform in the Commons House of Parlia- 
ment ; 3. The Abolition of Slavery ; 4. A Reform 
in the Church Establishment, to secure to dis- 
senters, not merely toleration, but a perfect 
equality as to rights and privileges ; or, in other 
words, that dissenters should not be compelled to 
pay for the support of a church which they con- 
scientiously disapproved, whilst they paid for their 
own ministers and places of worship. The first of 
these he only lived to see accomplished ; but, had 
he lived three years longer, he would have found 
only one more to be achieved. His grand maxim 
was, " that there can be no perfect religious liberty 
without natural and political liberty." 
m3 
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I never knew a man who had so much of the 
spirit of martyrdom. " For these principles it 
was," he would say, ** our fore&thers, the noble 
army of the puritans, bled and suffered, and took 
joyfully the spoiling of their goods :" or his other 
felicitous term, — the "celestial nobility." Chiigh 
tian liberty was to him a sacred fountain, in which 
all the Roman Gentile virtues that immortalized 
the names of Cicero, Plutarch, Seneca, and all the 
old philosophers, are baptized and regenerated, and 
take a new name and nature : dipped in tbis living 
spring, they are planted, and flourish in the paradise 
of God. 
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ADVERTISEMENT TO THE SERMONS. 



The following specimens were taken, at the time of 
delivery, by the author of these Reminiscences when he 
was a very yoang man. Whatever defects may appear, 
must be entirely imputed to him, with allowances for the 
great difficulty of catching any thing from so rapid a 
speaker as Mr. Hall. None of his most brilliant pas- 
sages and flights of imagination could possibly be taken, 
owing to their electrifying effect. They are, however, 
something after the manner of parliamentary reports, 
where the substance and leading thoughts only of the 
speeches are preserved. They will, at any rate, serve to 
dissipate the erroneous impression, that Mr. Hall was 
not at this time orthodox ; and, it is hoped, they will 
make a third class of Mr. Hall's remains, — ^the first class 
being his own finished works ; the second, those found 
in his own writing, as skeletons, and recently published. 
If Mr. Hall*s friends and the public consider these spe- 
cimens as at least not injurious to his great reputation ; 
should the writer's life and health be preserved, he 
could make up a volume of Cambridge sermons before 
Mr. Hall's illness. 
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Rev. XII. 10. — Here is the faith and patience of the 
saints. 

[preached at CAMBRIDGE, DEC. 5, 1801.] 

Our Saviour told his disciples that the time 
would come when they should be given up to 
persecution and afflictions; that they should be 
hated of all men, and be called before kings for 
his name's sake. This prediction was soon veri- 
fied. Other systems have been established in the 
world by fraud and by conquest^ but the christian 
religion grew up amidst persecution and death. 
The blood of the martyrs was the seed of the 
church. Whether we consider it a part of human 
nature to triumph in this way, or the fulfilment 
of our Saviour's prediction, it forms the most in» 
structive spectacle that can be contemplated. If 
we wish to know what the peculiar character of 
Christianity is, we must look into the conduct of 
the martyrs, where we shall see in what the 



d by Google 



256 SERMONS OF 

fedth and patience of the saints consists. Let us 
consider the subject of martyrdom : first, As it 
illustrates the truth of Christianity, and secondly, 
As it shews the spirit of it, 

I. As a strong proof of the evidence of Chris- 
tianity, we may observe the great length of the 
persecutions that attended the promulgation of it. 
The first in order was that which took place under 
the emperor Nero, that master-spirit of persecu- 
tion, who, as Tertullian says, persecuted nothing 
but what was good, and that under false charges. 
To satisfy his cruelty, stakes were thrust through 
the jaws of the christians; they were literally 
rolled up in garments saturated with pitch, and 
were set up as lamps to illuminate the city of 
Rome ; others drew the emperor's chariot, while 
he tortured them. This persecution, which ceased 
at the death of Nero, was revived by Domitian, in 
whose reign the apostle John was banished to the 
Isle of Patmos. It was continued vrith little in- 
terruption during the reigns of Trajan, Antoninus, 
and Decius, until the time of Dioclesian. There 
was a standing law, by which christians were con- 
demned to death, without a firesh decree of the 
senate. The severest persecution was exercised 
under Dioclesian, and was more extensive and 
cruel than any which preceded it. It conunenced 
with the bishops or pastors, and descended in 
its progress, until it comprehended aU orders of 
men. The effect of this was a revolution which 
placed a christian emperor at the head of the 
world, when these proceedings entirely ceased. 
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This illustrates the truth of christiaiiity ; for we 
have no account of any religion triumphing over 
all others as this has done. If it had been the off- 
spring of fmaticism, the ardour of first impressions 
might have been accounted for ; but it is evident^ 
from the length of time during which these per- 
secutions were carried on, together with their ex- 
treme violence, that the passions must have cooled, 
and retired into their usual channels. If these 
persecutions had been carried on with moderated 
severity, human fortitude might have supported 
the subjects of them; but there was no refine- 
ment of oppression that was not made use of to 
subdue their fortitude ; all the springs of cruelty 
were called into action, and made to beax with 
accumulated force, in order to compel them to re- 
nounce their profession. The most lawless persons 
were never treated with so much barbarity. No, 
my brethren, primitive christians had the same 
feelings and passions as other men; and could 
they for a moment have imagined that the mi- 
racles which were wrought for the confirmation 
of the truth imposed upon their senses, or that 
the doctrines of Christianity traduced their under- 
standing, they would have yielded to the extreme 
violence of these persecutions. When you con- 
sider also, that, from the very beginning, the evi- 
dences of the truth were founded on the declaration 
of certain fecte, — such as the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, which was placed in the 
clearest light, — and on certain doctrines that rested 
upon this fiict, it will be evident that christianit^- 
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was no romantic fancy. Persons of every character 
and complexion were witnesses of the miracles 
that were wrought during the space of nearly 
thirty years. Let it be remembered, too, that the 
struggle between Christianity and heathenism was 
very unequal. On the one hand, there was the 
pagan religion, which had every advantage of 
learning and antiquity, and was allied to all the 
institutions of the earth, and to all that was august 
and imposing ; on the other hand, Christianity was 
propagated by twelve poor fishermen, unassisted 
by eloquence or sophistry, without rank, and 
without power. Under these circumstances, it 
seemed impossible that it should ever keep its 
ground, much less triumph over all opposition. 
It owed every thing to the evidence of its doc- 
trines, and the interposition of Heaven. This 
insured for it a victory, and rendered that victory 
the most sublime and extraordinary event the 
world ever witnessed. 

II. We shall consider martyrdom, not only as 
it illustrates the truth of Christianity, but also its 
spirit; and as it is calculated to shew what is that 
peculiar temper by which it is distinguished, and 
what the moral efiect which it is intended to pro- 
duce. First, it discovers the origin of Christianity ; 
and next, the virtues and graces of it. Whoever 
wishes to know what that peculiar temper is, must 
look at the conduct of its professors at that period, 
and of those who were most under the influence of 
its spirit. Martyrdom places a man precisely in 
that state and condition in which his principles 
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alone can support him. He is a creature of his 
religion ; and the sacrifices which he makes for it 
shew the peculiar spirit of that holy religion which 
he professes. — Here, then, is the &ith and patience 
of the saints. 

1 . It is plain that it instilled a spirit of enduring 
every extremity to which its followers were ext. 
posed. It imparted the power of enduring afflic- 
tions, and a power of triumphing over them, that 
exceeds the ordinary measure of human fortitude. 
God is the God of patience ; and he, my brethren, 
maintained by his Spirit that virtue and grace in 
the heart of the christians, which insured them the 
victory. There is nothing which appears so con- 
spicuous, in the effects produced by the christian 
religion, a^i the power which it gives its followers 
to endure suffering. The world has shewn &r 
more examples of active exertion, than of christian 
patience and fortitude ; hence, the apostle John is 
said to have been a companion in tribulation, and 
in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ ; he 
was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word 
of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

From this power of enduring, which was wisely 
ordained of God, a conflict arose between the 
world and the church, whether the power of 
enduring, or the power of inflicting, should prevail. 
The tenderest of the female sex were not ex- 
empted from the cross in all its lingerings, the 
application of burning oils, of stocks for suspending 
them, and driving arrows into their bodies. They 
were exposed to the fury of wild beasts ; were 
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roasted by slow fires ; their flesh was torn off by 
instruments made and riveted on for the purpose ; 
and these tortures were repeated in ten thousand 
instances by the pagans, without any success. 

I doubt not, my brethren, that, at that time, 
human nature was supported and raised above 
itself, and that God infused into the heart of his 
creatmres a power not their own. The admission 
of this fact, shews in a peculiar degree the spirit of 
diristianity, and leads us to the great cause and 
fountain of our salvation. 

2. These martyrs possessed a superior reverence 
for God, united with jealousy for his honour. 
The contest to be decided was, whether idolatry 
or Christianity should prevail in the earth ; it was a 
war in heaven between Satan and his angels, and 
Michael and his angels. It was required of these 
holy men, that they should sacrifice to the idols 
which abounded in every province of the Roman 
empire. This was considered by the christians 
as a virtual renunciation of their religion ; a viola- 
tion of the honour and worship due only to the 
one living and true God. If christians had suf- 
fered themselves to reason in this manner, — that 
the casting of a few grains of incense upon a 
heathen altar was an indifferent act, and that it 
mattered not before whose shrine they offered 
sacrifice, whether it was to Jupiter or to Mars, 
because these were gods that existed only in the 
imagination of men, — they would soon have com- 
promised their profession; but Jesus Christ had 
manifested to them his name, and, at one view, 
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all these deities sunk in their estimation^ their 
ancient prejudices vanished^ every thing but the 
fear of Grod fell off at the first removal of that veil 
of ignorance which had concealed God fix)m his 
creatures. They would not, therefore, for one 
moment, yield any thing that was due to the pre- 
rogative of God ; for it was, in their estimation, 
rebelling against his authority, — the destruction of 
their hopes, and ruin for both worlds. Jesus 
Christ, by his sufferings upon the cross, destroyed 
*^ principalities and powers, and made a show of 
them openly ;" and the same spirit will follow us, 
my brethren, with the same regard to the divine 
honour. " Whatsoever ye do, whether ye eat or 
drink, do all to the glory of God,'' It is the prac- 
tical influence of this one principle that expresses 
the honour due to God ; yea, more than this, that 
forms an alliance between this world and heaven. 

3. There was a lively persuasion in these holy 
martyrs of rewards, — of eternal rewards. It was 
not a speculative belief, but a strong practical per- 
suasion of the truth. It was not such a belief as 
^ave it merely a scientific basis in the mind, but it 
was a deep practical principle of their hearts. It 
was not that conviction which arises out of phi- 
losophic research, but a firm belief of immortality, 
animated by heavenly contemplations ; a ftdl per- 
suasion that their treasure was above, habitually 
directing their views to an eternal state. They 
.saw heaven opened ; they viewed the time when 
the judgment which they had received here would 
be reversed — when they should become assessors 
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with Jesus Christ ; and, elevated by the prospect 
that Jesus Christ would soon come^ they con- 
sidered these sufferings as light afflictions, but for 
a moment, and not worthy to be compared with 
that exceeding and eternal weight of glory which 
should soon be revealed. 

Who, my brethren, would not labour vnth all 
his might to become the friend of God? Who 
would not aspire after eternal honours, and aim 
to obtain divine rewards, that he may carry the 
trophies of victory into the presence of God? 
This is that illustrious dedication of ourselves, 
whereby we shall sit with God, and become co- 
heirs with Jesus Christ, rejoicing with the patri- 
archs in the prospect of the heavenly country* 
This — this works patience under persecution. 
They believed in that immortality which Jesus 
Christ had brought to light; they looked upon 
this world as a strange place, this state as a state 
of vanity, the present scene as passing away, and 
that which is to come as enduring for ever. 

Need I ask whether the voluptuous man, or 
the sensual man, who trembles at the least pain, — 
or whether he who is determined to hold all that 
this world can furnish, — ^would have acted the part 
of these martyrs ? No, my brethren! these would 
have been the first to offer sacrifice. 

4. There was in these martyrs a strong attach- 
ment to Jesus Christ, with a sense of obligation 
to him for having died for them. They looked 
upon him as the Saviour of the world, and they 
overcame as he also overcame; not only by the 
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word of his testimony, but by the blood of the 
Liainb. '^ He died and rose again^ that he might 
be Lord both of the dead and living'' They con- 
sidered that they had no right to dispose of them- 
selves, because Jesus Christ had died for them; 
and hence the life which they lived in the flesh was 
a life of faith in the Son of God. Hence that 
willingness to sujBPer martyrdom, in comparison 
with which every thing sunk into insignificance. 
It was a common saying with them, If we die with 
hinif we shall also live with him. They considered 
themselves as enlisting into his service. One 
principal reason, my brethren, that we have not 
more of this spirit is, that we forget the peculiari- 
ties of our holy religion, the redemption of the 
world by Jesus Christ, and his entering into 
heaven for us. We should consider faith in Jesus 
Christ, not as merely holding a certain set of 
opinions upon even good ground, but we must feel 
the force of those sentiments by which the apostle 
was influenced, when he said, ^^ / am crucified 
with Christ; nevertheless y I live; yet not /, but 
Christ Uveth in me; and the Ufe which I now live 
in the fleshy I live by the faith of the Son of God^^ 
who loved me, and gave himself for me.*' Some 
of these martyrs were even desirous of suf- 
fering : — Ignatius rejoiced at the thought of being 
made a partaker in the Redeemer's sufferings, 
when he was about to perish by wild beasts. 
" Let them rush upon me, for I long to be united 
to Jesus." It is through the want of this spirit 
among professing Christians, that they are not 
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more like these holy men. When the Hshop of 
Antioch was called upon to revile Jesus Christ, he 
said, " I have served him these sixty-eight years, 
and he has never forsaken me : how shall I revile 
him !'' And he chose to die for him, and for that 
good name ; for, be it remembered, it was for the 
name s sake of Christ. If they confessed them- 
selves christians, they were immediately tortured ; 
and this means was employed to extort a false- 
hood, for they found no &ult in them. It was a 
war against a name : so strictly was the prediction 
of Jesus Christ fulfilled — " Ye shall be hated of aU 
men, for my name's sake." In the extremity of 
their sufferings, they declared, '* I am a Chris- 
tian ;" and they knew well they were in the way 
to mansions in the skies. 

Lastly, a spirit of love was another part of that 
profession by which they were so much distin- 
guished. When an Indian warrior is put to the 
torture, he supports himself by recounting the 
number of actions in which he has been engaged 
with his enemies, the exploits which he has per<^ 
formed, and the retaliation and revenge which 
should follow his death. Notlung, certainly, is 
more calculated to exhaust the patience than tor- 
ture ; but the martyrs, in the extremity of torture, 
breathed out their souls in prayer, full of love for 
the salvation of their persecutors. They had often 
heard, that, in Judea, Jesus Christ, in his expiring 
agonies, said, *' Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do.'' They had imbibed that spirit. 
This is Christianity; this is that spirit which. 
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nothing will subdue, and without a portion of which 
we have no part or lot in the matter. 

Permit me to make two or three reflections. 
We may see, from this subject, how far the virtues 
of Christianity are the virtues of common life, and 
how far they are different. It has been a dispute 
with some persons how far they are the same ; 
but whoever will say they are only the virtues of 
common life, must forget these martyrs and their 
su^erings, and that portion of heaven which was 
in their constitution. Looking continually towards 
God, they had all the elevation which the proudest 
sons of fortime could obtain, without arrogance ; 
they had all the softness and delicacy of the female 
sex, without its effeminacy; they had the same 
sense of right, without the pride of the Stoic ; in 
short, Christianity formed men to a spirit and temper 
which they never had before ; so that a man, under 
its influence, becomes a new creature ; " old things 
are passed away, behold, all things are become new" 

The example of these holy men should be a 
reproof to the lukewarmness of many professing 
christians. Can we suppose that Christianity was, 
in primitive tunes, in the same low state as at 
present? Were these martyrs, my brethren, to 
return again and see tHe general state of religion, — 
the practice of some, in attending the theatre, 
where the name of God and the sanctity of religion 
is sported with, — ^were they to see the rapacity of 
the rich, or the venom of party spirit which pre- 
vails, — they would inquire, ** Where are the traces 
of martyrdom ? Are these the successors of thos*^ 

N 
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who believed the world must be renounced^ and 
the kingdom of heaven must be taken by violence ? 
— you reason upon the lawfulness of amusements, 
imtil you retain every thing but your religion ; 
they astonished the world with their sxifferings, you 
by the portentous magnitude of your vices ; they 
sought the favour of Divine Providence, and took 
nothing by violence but the kingdom of heaven, — 
you let go immortality to secure wealth, and leave 
large legacies to your children or friends, at the 
expense of lifting up your eyes in torment in a 
future world." — Would not these be the sentiments 
of primitive christians? What remains, then, my 
brethren, but that we should all examine our steps? 
Though you do not now reach so high as they did, 
you may even reach still higher. Martyrdom may 
be considered as the expression of those principles 
which are in their spirit obligatory and common to 
aU christians. If we are under the influence of the 
world, that spirit will lead us to renounce Chris- 
tianity, if it be not done already ; and if we have 
not renounced the love of the world, it is evident 
that our feet will never stand in that blessed place 
where they sing the song of Moses and the Lamb. 
Let us not be slothful, but followers of them, 
who, through faith and patience, are now inherit- 
ing the promises. Let us kindle our dying lamps 
at these heavenly fires. Jesus Christ, the great 
proto-martyr, says, " If any man will be my dis- 
ciple, let him come after me, and follow me,'' As 
we expect eternal happiness, let us seek it in this 
way, — for he has led the path. 



d by Google 



THE REV. ROBERT HALL. S67 

II. 

A CHRISTMAS SERMON. 

Gal. IV. 4. — But when the fulness of the time was 
come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law. 

[preached at CAMBRIDGE, DECEMBER 26, 1801 .J 

In this chapter the apostle Paul contrasts the 
spirit of Judaism with the spirit of Christianity ; 
observing that the first generated bondage, and 
had in it the spirit of fear and rigour. Though 
they were children and heirs, they differed nothing 
from servants. But by the coming of Christ, and 
through the intervention of his sacrifice and death, 
a pleasing change took place in their condition: 
they were no longer servants, but became sons, and 
were enabled to look up to God, crying, " Jbba, 
Father" The price of this redemption was no less 
than the Saviour's assumption of our nature, and 
the sacrifice of himself upon the cross. " When 
the fulness of the time was corner Ood sent forth 
his Son, made of a woman^ made under the law, to 
redeem them that were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are 
sons, Ood hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father." 

I. Here we have stated the great design of Christ's 
appearance in our nature; namely, ** to redeem 
them that were under the law." 
N 2 
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It will be necessary^ then, to inquire what is 
meant by being under the law, and what was the 
nature of that misery which belonged to such a 
state ; for man, as a moral and accountable 
creature, must necessarily be under a law. One 
of the essential characters of God must be that of 
a moral governor ; and his perfections are of con- 
sequence to us only as the principle of moral 
government is apparent. Every administration 
must be a government of law; and as God has 
revealed himself most fiilly in the Scriptures, under 
the character of a legislator, thither we must repair 
for information on this subject. God was pleased 
to promulgate the law amidst the most indubitable 
and astonishing tokens of his divine presence, so 
that Moses said, " / do exceedingly fear and quake.'' 
The proclamation was made in this solemn form : 
" Hear, O Israel, the Lord thy God is one Lord ;'* 
" Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
strength, and thy neighbour as thyself The Ten 
Commandments, as delivered to Moses in two tables 
of stone, were all included, by Jesus Christ, in the 
injunctions to love God and our neighbour as our- 
selves. " On these two," he said, " hang all the 
law and the prophets," for they contain the spirit 
of all the others ; namely, piety towards God, and 
benevolence to our fellow-creatures. The question 
then may be asked. What is that law under which 
mankind in general were placed ? — ^for they were 
not placed under the same dispensation as the jews. 
There is a law which the apostle Paul declares to 
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be written upon the hearts of all men, which the 
heathen themselves discerned, and recognized as 
certain: " For when the gentiles, which have not 
the law^ do by nature the things contained in the 
law, these, having not the law, are a law unto them- 
selves : which shew the work of the law written in 
their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, 
rmd their thoughts the meanwhile accusing or else 
excusing one another.^ It was a law of judgment ; 
of punishments and rewards. If the law, which 
was apparent to the heathen, was in any degree 
the law of God, it must have been in principle the 
same as that which was given to Moses ; for God 
must be the same uniform being, and he could 
not have placed them under a law which, in its 
principle, was essentially different in the two cases. 
Accordingly, the apostle takes it for granted that 
the law of natiure is the same with that which was 
given to Moses, only very much effaced, having 
been broken by disobedience and perverted by 
corruption. This law then resolves itself into two 
parts, — devotedness to God, or the loving him with 
all our hearts ; and our neighbours as ourselves, or 
manifesting a spirit of invariable justice towards 
our fellow-men. This is the law of which Paul is 
speaking, which man has broken, from which Christ 
has redeemed us, and the violation of which has a 
curse annexed to it: ** Cursed is every one that 
continueth not in all things which are written in 
the law to do them^ 

This brings me to notice the misery of that state 
of sin and condemnation from which Jesus Christ 
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delivers true believers. The supreme excellency of 
Jesus Christ, as distinguishing him, in relation to 
us, from every other being, consists in his being a 
deliverer from the evil of the wrath to come. Low 
! ideas of the state and wretchedness of man must 
j produce low ideas of Christ as a Saviour ; for a 
deliverer and Saviour are correlative terms. The 
apostle considers man as being redeemed from some 
very great evil, — the evil incurred by a breach of 
law. Hence he represents the law itself as holy, 
just, and good : " For we know that the law is 
spiritual, but we are carnal, sold under sin.*^ It 
worketh wrath and death; and this is the state 
which the Scriptures uniformly describe as that 
into which mankind are plunged, in consequence 
of the breach of the divine commands. Let the 
question then be proposed, — Have we not incurred 
die divine penalty? Let that man, who has the 
best opinion of himself, only relate all his secret 
and impure thoughts, the disorder and irregularity 
of his passions, as they axe detected by this law, 
and consider that he who sees the heart knows 
every transgression, and every instance of omission 
and forgetfulness, — ^that all these are perpetually 
and invariably present with that being wko is of 
" purer eyes than to behold iniquity J'^ Then judge 
ye, in what state the sinner must be, with respect 
to that penalty which involves no less than the loss 
of the divine favour and everlasting separation from 
God. Deplorable, indeed, must be his condition 
who is severed from God. On this ground the 
state of man must be perfectly hopeless, and tends 
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to confirm what the Scriptures declare on the 
subject. Observe, my brethren, in what way they 
speak. They tell us, that, as many as are under 
the law are under the curse : " For it is written, 
Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the book of the law to do them. 
But that no man is justified by the law, in the sight 
qf God, it is evident : for the just shall live by 
faith" Christ then hath " redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, being made a curse for us,*' 
. After having quoted a number of passages from 
the septuagint version of the Psalms, * to prove 
the utter corruption that prevailed in the heathen 
world, and that " by the deeds of the law should no 
flesh living be justified, for all have sinned,'* the 
apostle adds, " that every mouth may be stopped, 
and all the world may become guilty before God.** 

It is. usual to admit, in general terms, that men 
are guilty before God, — few persons will deny this : 
but if the question be asked of many an individual, 
if he feels himself so lost and undone that he must 
be eternally punished without an interest in Jesus 
Christ ; — ^if he feels himself imder such obligations, 
and his love so greats as to be prepared to join 
in that song to the Lamb^ "Now unto him that 
hath redeemed us by his blood, and hath made us 
kings and priests unto God, — and we shall reign 
with him for ever;** — he would find himself all cold 
and languid, having no conceptions of being such 

* The attentive reader will find the phraseology of St. Paul in 
this epistle very different from the received translation, and from 
oar Hebrew copies of the Psalms. 



d by Google 



£72 SERMONS OF 

a sinner as the Scriptures proclaim ; and could not 
adopt this rapturous language of the redeemed. 
It is one symptom of our disorder^ one principal 
part of our corruption and of the extremity of oar 
disease, that we do not feel these sentiments.^ 

The desdgn of the gospel is, " that every moutk 
may be stopped,'" and men be left entirely to the 
mercy of God* The curse having been incurredy 
the wrath of God must break out against them, 
and the whole world stand apprehended before him. 
Viewing the condition of mankind in this manner, 
we perceive the mercy of that manifestation by 
which " God sent forth his Son, made of a womaHf 
made unto the law, to redeem them that are under 
the law.*' Here the glad tidings are announced ; 
the way of salvation breaks forth, and. rises to our 
view. Often have you heard this language — God 
grant that you may not have heard in vain 1 The 
whole spirit of Scripture is full of this scheme, and 
no declaration is more striking than the passage 
I have chosen : " In the fulness of time, God sent 
forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the 
law, to redeem them that are under the law.'* You 
may be assured, from the very nature of the tact 
itself, that some very extraordinary state of human 
nature existed previously, to render such an inter- 
position necessary ; — I say from the feet itself, for 
it is the principal doctrine of Christianity, ** God 
sent forth his Son.** Had he sent the highest angel 
in heaven it must have been supposed that some 
great and astonishing interposition was necessary ; 
it must have been expected that some end was 
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to "be answered adequate to the great means em- 
ployed ; but it is written, " he sent forth his Son.'' — 
And who was that Son ? He was so much superior 
to the angels, that God uttered this decree when 
the commission was given ; " Let all the angels of 
God worship him. Of the angels he saith, Who 
maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame 
of^re. But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O 
God, is forever and ever; a sceptre of righteousness 
is the sceptre of thy kingdom. Thou hast loved 
righteousness and hated iniquity; therefore God, 
even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of 
gladness above thy fellows'' 

This " only-begotten Son," God sent into the 
world to work out our redemption. He is said to 
have " come into the world," to have " come unto 
his own, and his own received him not," evidently 
implying that he was not originally of it. He is 
said to have had a choice in taking upon him our 
nature : — " Verily, he took not on him the nature 
of angels, but the seed of Abraham ;" that is, he had 
a special reason for taking our nature upon him^ 
Would not this have heen strange and unintelli- 
gible language that, " because the children were 
partakers of flesh and blood, he also took part of the 
same," on the supposition of his having no higher 
nature than their own? In that case how could 
he help it ? What room was there for preference ? 
This glorious person was sent into the world, and 
sent in the character of the " only-begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth ;" and the apostles 
** beheld his glory" The christian fathers were 
n3 
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exceedingly zealous in insisting upon the nature 
of Jesus Christ, his divinity and proper humanity. 
Our Saviour himself alluded to his miraculous 
birth. The angel who announced him to Mary 
spake of " that holy thing which should be bom of 
the Holy Ghost.*' He assumed a human tabernacle, 
" he dwelt among us /" — ^he was " made under the 
laWy'' — placed under that moral law which man 
had broken, and that ceremonial law under which 
the Jews themselves lived. Observe, it is said, he 
was made imder it ; implying, that he was not bom 
imder it. It was absolutely necessary that Jesus 
Christ should be made subject to it, and perform 
every part of that obedience which was due to 
its precepts. He associated himself with the true 
worshippers in the temple, and, touching the 
righteousness of the law, he was blameless. The 
design of his being made under the law was " to 
redeem them that were under the law'' He was 
a substitute, — a vicarious sacrifice. There was no 
occasion for him to suffer on his own account, 
supposing his mere human existence ; but, accord- 
ing to the Scriptures, it was for some public occur- 
rence. He was then put under the law, and made 
a " sin-ojffering for us, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him." 

Though we cannot explain all the mysteries of 
this doctrine, who does not see an imspeakable 
holiness in the love of God ? Who does not per- 
ceive the unspeakable evil of sin ? Who does not 
discern the spotless justice of that holiness which 
required the sacrifice of Jesus Christ ? How true 
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is it^ that, ^' he magnified the law and made it 
honourable.** 

Those persons, my brethren, who have had the 
deepest convictions of the evil of sin, and the 
holiness and justice of Grod, have been those who 
have embraced this doctrine; while those have 
always entertained low ideas, on these subjects, 
who have endeavoured to explain it away. It is, 
however, evident that this despised gospel is, and 
has been, " the power of God and the wisdom of 
God** for salvation, and " God forbid that I should 
glory** in any thing else. 

II. The next point to be considered is, How 
we become interested in the blessings of Christ*s 
salvation. 

If it be not a part of the system of the oppo- 
nents of redemption through Christ, it is, at least, 
their feeling, that we are left to ourselves, only 
to be good and virtuous on our own account ; and 
thus the benefit is made subordinate and inci^ 
dental. It is not considered that the salvation in 
question is entirely personal; it does not arise 
from being bom in a christian country, or from 
any advantages which may be connected with this 
birth, or any outward dispensation; for no man 
is entitled to suppose that he is likely to go to 
heaven, unless he exercises that faith in Jesus 
Christ which the Scriptures require. — " Think not 
to say within yourselves^ We have Abraham for our 
father; for I say unto you that God is able of 
these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.** 
The question we have proposed, therefore, is, 
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How are we personally to become interested in 
the blessings of salvation? The answer is suffi- 
ciently obvious — it i» by faith. There are many 
definitions of faith, but I would rather describe 
than define it. It consists in such a persuasion of 
our condition as sinners, a» induces us to relinqui^ 
all other hope, and to place our dependence alone 
on Jesus Christ for salvation : acknowledging him 
for our Lord, '' believing with the hearty and con- 
fessing with the mouthy that he is Lordy to the glory 
of God the Father*^ This is what the apostle 
represents as saving, justifying faith* Under its 
influence, we plead the efficacy of his sufferings 
and death ; we receive him as our king and pro- 
phet ; we renounce all other authority in religion, 
yielding ourselves to him as the great shepherd 
and bishop of the church. This is the foundation 
which God has laid in Zion for sinners to build 
upon. There is an equality of ruin, and an 
equality of hope ; for ^^ the same Lord over all, 
is rich unto all that call upon him'' K any one 
inquires. How may I be saved ? we answer, as the 
apostle did, " Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved.'' But do not imagine that 
a mere profession of reliance on Christ is all that 
is necessary ; for it includes a cordial reception of 
him under every character in which he is revealed. 
It includes confessing him as your Lord, as well 
as Saviour ; and a relinquishment of every other 
authority — an abandonment of every other hope. 
Permit me to ask. Have you, my brethren, ex- 
perienced the benefits of this redemption ? Have 
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you relinquished every other master, surrendering 
yourselves entirely to him ? If you " continue in 
his word,*' then are you his disciples indeed ; then, 
by the power of his obedience and intercession, 
rendering all other sacrifices than his own unneces^ 
sary, you become adopted into his communion, and 
are permitted to '^ sit with him in heavenly places,^ 
to live with him, to inhabit another world ; this is 
the spirit of adoption. Let none despair on account 
of past unworthiness. Jesus Christ did not come 
to make up deficiencies in our obedience, but to 
lay a foundation for our hope; and, with those 
who repent of their sins, " old things are passed 
away, and, behold, all things are become new*^ 
Let none expect salvation who have not come to 
God through Jesus Christ ; for if we choose to 
disregard this sacrifice, we forfeit the benefit of his 
death ; he has died with respect to us in vain, and 
we are yet in our sins. Make him, then, your 
hope and joy, and crown of glory. 

It is usual, in this country, to devote this day 
to the celebration of Christ's incarnation: would 
to God it were attended with that joy which this 
subject and this text are calculated to inspire ! 
would to God it were more devoted to ** psalms, 
and hymns, and spiritual songs!'* The name of 
God and Christ is often never more dishonoured 
than by the sensuality of this period; so that a 
stranger to the custom might imagine it was the 
general intention to celebrate the incarnation of 
Bacchus rather than the incarnation of our Saviour. 
This is a season of recess from worldly care ; devote 
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it to God. Let the Scriptures be more read, with 
anxiety to secure an interest in the blessings of 
salvation. Let us manifest, in our lives, that 
deadness to the world, that benevolence, humility, 
and usefulness, which will evince a fulness of ^' the 
fruit9 of righteousneu" that our " end'' may be 
" everlasting life.'' 



III. 

A NEW YEAR'S SERMON TO YOUNG PEOPLE. 

1 Chron. XXVIII. 9. — And thou, Solomon my son, know 
thou the God of thy father; and serve him with a 
perfect heart and a willing mind. 

[preached at CAMBRIDGE, JANUARY 2, 1802.] 

This was the exhortation of king David, a little 
before his death, addressed to his son Solomon ; and 
the advice upon which he most emphatically insists 
is, to adhere closely to God, and so maJke it his 
first and chief care to serve and please him. As 
there never was but one acceptable way of serving . 
and pleasing him, this exhortation is as applicable 
to every individual as it was to Solomon, and is 
recorded for our instruction, " upon whom the ends 
of the world are come." Each of us, therefore, 
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should consider himself as deeply interested in the 
words — " Know thou the God of thy father j and 
serve him with a perfect heart ami a willing mind'' 

David means to include in the knowledge of 
Qod^ the dispositions which should influence us 
in our approaches to him : " He that cometh unto 
God must believe that he is" It is a belief in the 
perfections of God> including aU his natural and 
moral perfections — his goodness, his mercy, his 
truth, his justice, his immutability, and his faith- 
fulness ; — ^in short, an acquaintance with Him, as 
the moral governor of the world. For it is to no 
purpose to be acquainted with the abstract per- 
fections of God, unless we seek him as the ruler 
and controller of all his creatures, and feel such a 
subjection of the will to him as implies our weak- 
ness ; a deep conviction that God rules, and that 
every other being is but an instrument in his 
hands. David intimates that he would have 
Solomon know God as** the God of his father;'' 
that is, know him in those ordinances of his 
worship that had been made so delightful to 
himself, and have supported the pious in all ages. 
For there never was but one religion; it was 
taught to our first parents after the £all, and was 
the religion of Abraham, of Isaac, of Jacob, and 
of David. In the New Testament, we axe farther 
instructed that in Jesus Christ is to be found that 
knowledge which will influence the heart, and 
lead us to imitate him, and to make him our 
portion. The veil which hangs over us in nature 
and in providence is removed by Jesus Christ ; 
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that vague and scientific sense of God, which phi- 
losophy taught, is taken away ; and he has given 
us that true knowledge of God which replenishes 
the heart, and draws us to seek after him as the 
ultimate good, ^^ I have manifested thy name to the 
men which thou gavest me out of the world; thine 
they were, and thou gavest them me, and they have 
kept thy word" The apostle says, " We know that 
we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wicked* 
ness ; and we know that the Son of God is come, 
and has given us an understanding, that we may 
know him that is true ,* and we are in him that is 
true, even in his Son, Jesus Christ."" To true Chris- 
tians, God does not impart truth merely to the 
understanding, but to the heart ; in consequence 
of which, that otherwise mysterious promise of 
our Lord is made known to them : ^^ If a man 
wUl love me, he will keep my words ; and my Father 
will love him, and we will come unto him, and make 
our abode with him.'* In this important sense we 
are to know God, the God of our father ; and the 
design of it is, that we may serve him with a 
^'perfect heart and a willing mind.*' One of the 
great peculiarities of the truth of Christianity is, 
that it is altogether practical; and no knowledge 
of God can be of any use to us but what is so. He 
has revealed his majesty to us, in order to be loved 
and obeyed. All high and sublime speculations 
that do not partake of the doctrines of Christianity 
do not sanctify ; they may enlarge the understand- 
ing, but do not influence the heart. The service 
of God stands opposed to three things : — 
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First, To a profane contempt of God. 

David was exceedingly intent upon being a 

restorer of the worship of God, and the builder 

of a temple for him ; as appears in the following 

words : — " Hear me, my brethren, and my people : 

as for me, I had in my heart to build an home of 

rest for the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and 

for the footstool of our God, and had made ready 

for the building : but God said unto me. Thou shalt 

not build an house for my name, because thou hast 

been a man of war, and hast shed blood .... Jnd he 

said unto me, Solomon, thy son, he shall build my 

house and my courts : for I have chosen him to be 

my son, and I will be his Father" There are those 

who set their tongues against the heavens, who 

speak bold and impious things, who say that it is a 

vain thing to serve God, and what profit is there 

in his ordinances ? In opposition to such a spirit, 

we are commanded to fear his name, to reverence 

his worship, to keep the holy solemnity of the 

sabbath which he has appointed, and thus to 

distinguish ourselves from the world. 

Secondly, The service of God is opposed to a 
temporal morality. 

It is true, that religion prescribes all the parts of 
morality ; but here is the difference, — ^it prescribes 
the same duties, but upon higher principles. It 
enlists all morality into its service, and places it 
upon a superior foundation. Are we, for instance, 
commanded to be chaste, temperate, and sober : 
the intention is not merely to preserve us from 
the diseases which those vices might bring with 
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them, but that we may become temples of the 
Holy Ghost. It teaches us to do good ; not that 
we may be applauded for our benevolence, but that 
we may " be perfect , even as our Father in heaven 
is perfect.'* It teaches us to bear injuries with 
calmness, and to forgive our enemies and perse- 
cutors ; because " great is our reward in heaven" 
In short, there is no part of virtue, as it respects 
ourselves or the world, but Christianity presses it 
into its service. It embraces and embodies all that 
imagination has conceived, and all that religion 
has sanctioned. 

It must be evident, to every reflecting mind, 
that this conscientious practice of all virtue, — this 
attention to the purity of our motives, — this steady 
and devoted service of God, which Christianity 
requires, — is very distinct from that which the men 
of the world think necessary, and inexpressibly 
superior. 

Thirdly, The knowledge and service of God is 
opposed to that kind of religion which entirely 
leaves out the affections. 

There are those who think it necessary to attend 
rehgious worship only to pacify conscience or to 
comply with the necessary customs of society. 
This, it is to be feared, is the religion of great 
multitudes, and of those who, though shocked at 
open impiety and profaneness, have never entered 
into the real sanctuary of religion, or felt devoted- 
ness of heart to God. They have never tasted of 
the richness of his promises, have never experi- 
enced that delight in him which engages all the 
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powers aiid faculties of the mind in his service, 
which makes duty our delight, and cuts off temp- 
tations to sin and concupiscence. God demands 
the heart — "My son, give me thine heart;'* and 
justice requires that the greatest being should have 
the largest share in our affections, and thus become 
the voluntary object of our minds. 

By what motives shall we impress this know- 
ledge of God upon your minds ? By what motives 
urge you to " know God, the God of your father^ 
and to serve him with a perfect heart, and a willing 
mind?" The knowledge of God will correct the 
vanity of every other kind of knowledge; the 
knowledge of God vrill correct the vanity of our 
passions; the knowledge of God will correct the 
vanity that attaches to every state and condition in 
life. 

First, The knowledge of God will correct the 
vanity of every other kind of knowledge. 

When Solomon had taken a survey of the stores 
of nature, this was, in his view, the conclusion of 
the whole matter : — " Fear God, a^id keep his com- 
mandments ; for this is the whole duty of man" 
This is the consideration which wiU render our 
inquiries sober ; and it is for want of this that 
knowledge only " puffeth up." Those persons are 
in the greatest danger of becoming atheists (next to 
such as live in the indulgence of their passions) 
who are in the habit of looking at second causes : 
they acquire that sort of knowledge which becomes 
as a veil to hide God from view. Knowledge, it 
must be considered, is not to be sought simply 
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for its own sake; for, till we possess piety, or a 
sense of God, we find no ultimate end in its acqui- 
sition, and no satisfaction to our inquiries. It is 
the knowledge of God alone that fiimishes any 
rest or peace to the mind : destitute of this kno^^- 
ledge, we see ourselves but as atoms, surrounded 
with infinite objects that we know not. On the 
one side we see the weakness and misery of our 
nature, so as to " say to corryption, Thou art my 
father^ and to the worm^ Thou art my mother and 
my sister ;" and on the other, we see our dignity 
as beings connected with immortality. The know- 
ledge of God teaches us, that our grandeur is the 
relict of that image of God which was lost by 
sinning against him; and thus it gives repose to 
our inquiries, by fixing them upon him who is the 
centre and rest of aU minds. If you wish to know 
what you are, whence you sprang, to what class 
of beings you belong, or what is your destiny — 
how the misery of the one part of your nature 
is compatible with the grandeur of the other — ^you 
must enter into the school of Christ, who imparts 
that wisdom which is to make us " tuise unto sal- 
vation" There is in human nature, my brethren, 
great traces of grandeur, a vigour of thought, a 
power of transmitting our ideas into futurity ; at 
the same time, man is subject to so many disap- 
pointments and miseries, and to such uncertainty 
in all his pursuits, that he may well be impressed 
with the notion of his alliance to the beasts, as 
if his all were to eat and to drink, for on the 
fnorrow he dies. The first of these sentiments 
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taught him to be proud, the other sunk him into 
brutishness. Revelation only shews him the reality 
of his condition, that Christianity is intended to 
restore him to that grandeur which he has lost 
by sin, and that reconciliation with God is the 
only remedy for his woes. Thus the greatness of 
man does not elevate or inflame him. 

Secondly^ The knowledge of God wiU correct the 
vanity of our passions. 

It is confessed, that innumerable evils occur 
by pursuing the object of our passions ; but this 
conviction does not correct our mistakes, unless 
we have a principle of piety. As no two exam- 
ples are perfectly alike, we imagine that we shall 
be able to secure to ourselves a portion of good ; 
and are thus induced to commit ourselves upon 
the ocean of life, depending on our own strength 
and wisdom. Every man without piety is a prey 
to some passion or other. At one time he wishes 
to acquire great renown in the world; at another 
time, he would pursue the pleasures of sense or 
of reason, or of gaiety and dissipation ; and thus 
the soul is perpetually torn by contrarieties. Reli- 
gion composes the mind to tranquillity ; for when 
the love of God becomes the predominant passion, 
no worldly advantage is regarded, but what seems 
compatible with the fear and love of God as our 
perpetual portion. With this feeling, the chris- 
tian dwells in a continual calm. No man can be 
found who is not conscious of a void which none 
could fill : hence some have been disposed, by a 
system of philosophy, to destroy the passions. 
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Reason, it is true, will baffle these passions when 
it does not conquer; it will shew the nakedness 
and deformity of the epicure, and make him more 
miserable, by knowing that he is miserable : but 
religion alone, by concentrating our trust in God, 
as the chief good and the great Supreme, can 
supply a remedy to all these diseases. Nothing 
can be truer than that declaration — " There is no 
peace to the wicked'^ Whatever evils or trials 
may befall us, when properly improved, they will 
lead us to God. Sanctified afflictions are the 
means of bringing men to him, and leading them 
to receive the full impression of this truth, that 
there is no peace but in him. 

Thirdly y The knowledge of God will correct the 
vanity that attaches to every state and condition in 
life. 

Every one must perceive, that an almost uni- 
versal discontent with their condition pervades 
mankind. Every one is anxious to change his own 
state for another, in which he imagines that he 
shall be more happy. Religion reverses this dis- 
order of mind, which springs from the corruption 
of our nature: it shews us our unworthiness on 
account of sin ; and while it produces content 
with the place we are in, it makes us dissatisfied 
with ourselves, — so that the state and external con- 
dition in which we are found will have very little 
influence upon the mind. The man of the world 
is reconciled to his sins, and not to his state. The 
man of piety is in hostility to his sins, and recon- 
ciled to his state. The men of the world are 
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always changing their state, and imagining a hap- 
piness which continually flies from them. It is 
the same in every period of life. In youth, the 
objects of the world not being tried, they think 
themselves at liberty to take excursions after hap- 
piness, and place it in the gratification of their 
passions. Weary of these, they become men, and 
affect a grave and dignified course: they then 
pursue riches, and aspire after grandeur and con- 
sequence, but soon find that these have their 
cares and anxieties. When they become old, they 
look with equal contempt upon both periods ; for 
both appear to them like a conAised dream, that 
leaves nothing but a succession of images which 
have lost their charms. But piety will produce 
satisfaction with our condition, and prevent the 
indulgence of the passions. In fact, in every 
way and at all periods, it will preserve them ; in 
youth, in manhood, and in advanced age. It 
will teach men that they have one solid good to 
obtain, and that time is short for attaining it. 
Dejection and gloom can have no place in that 
man who, having spent his life in serving God, 
looks forward to glory, honour, and immortality; 
for he " runs without being weary, and walks with- 
out being faint.^' He has exchanged the vigour of 
youth for the fiill growth of the christian, and 
is ready to say, with the apostle, " / have f(yaght 
a good fight; I have finished my course; I have 
kept the faith : henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteousness , which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will give me at that day J' 
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On the whole, we learn that the knowledge of 
God, and that substantial piety which flows from 
it, will insure an eternal happiness. Remember, 
my brethren, that death roams abroad, and reason 
and faith ought to set the distance aside. You 
are going into the presence of God ; and all that 
now amuses you will then appear as a dream. 
Resolve to spend this year for God and religion. 
Through want of watchfulness, resolutions are 
ineffectual; yet no man can be wise unless he 
resolves to be so. Go to that God who has pro- 
mised to give wisdom, and beg that he will teach 
you the knowledge of himself: that is the source 
of happiness to all beings, and supports the saints 
under affliction, and in the hour of death. Entreat 
that he would give you of the fruit of that tree of 
knowledge, of which whoever tastes vrill live, and 
appear spotless before the throne. In comparison 
vrith this, all the riches of the world are foDy, all 
its grandeur is meanness, and the universe but dust. 
** Know thou the God of thy fatlier ; and serve him 
with a perfect heart and a willing mind.^' 



IV. 

Matt. xxv. 31 — 46> — When the Son of man shall come 
in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shaU 
he sit upon the throne of his glory : and before him 
shall be gathered all nations : and he shall separate 
them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep 
from the goats : and he shall set the sheep on his right 
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handi hut the goats on the left. Then shall the King 
say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom 'prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world : for I was an hungred, and ye 
gave me meat : I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink : 
I was a stranger, and ye took me in : naked, and ye 
clothed me : I was sick, and ye visited me : I was in 
prison, and ye came unto me. Then shall the righteous 
answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, 
and fed ihee ? or thirsty, and gave thee drink ? When 
saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in ? or naked, 
and clothed thee ? Or when saw we thee sick, or in 
prison, and came unto thee ? And the King shall 
answer, and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, inas- 
much as ye have done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me. Then shall he 
say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels : for I was an hungred, and ye gave me 
no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 
I was a stranger, and ye took me not in : naked, and 
ye clothed me not : sick, and in prison, and ye visited 
me not. Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, 
when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, 
or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister 
unto thee ? Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily 
I say unto you. Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the 
least of these, ye did it not to me. And these shall go 
away into everlasting punishment : hut the righteous 
into life eternal. 

[preached at CAMBRIDGE, JANUARY 10, 1802.] 

My brethren, I have set myself frequently to con- 
sider the cause of the ruin of professing christians, 

o 
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and am persuaded that it does not so much arise 
from a mistake of the doctrines of Christianity, as 
from a low idea of christian morals ; which appears 
to me to be evinced in abstaining from certain 
crimes and disorders through fear of the loss of 
character and of punishment, without reflecting on 
the spirit of that holy religion which we profess. 
Jesus Christ did not come, let it be remembered, 
to establish a mere external morality, that his 
followers might be screened from himian laws and 
human justice, for human law will take care of this ; 
the holy institution of Christianity has a nobler 
object, that of purifying our hearts and regulating 
our behaviour by the love of God. In the most 
practical accounts of the proceedings of the last 
day given in the Scriptures, the excellency which is 
represented as being a criterion and distinguishing 
feature of the disciples of Christ, and which he will 
acknowledge, is christian benevolence — ^love to man 
manifested in the relief of the pious poor for his 
sake. Probably some of you may not have been 
much impressed with this practical part of chris- 
tian rirtue ; it shall be, therefore, my purpose to 
shew, 

I. The propriety of this proceeding, or why the 
exercise of christian benevolence is of so much 
importance. 

II. The mode of doing good. 

I. Why is the exercise of christian benevolence so 
important ? 

For the satisfaction of those who wish to enter 
into the spirit of this passage, and to ascertain why 
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it is represented to be of so much importance in 
the opinion of our Judge, I remark, 

1. Christian benevolence is the image of God, 
the nearest approach we can make to his hkeness. 
Jesus Christ represents it as the imitation of God — 
** That ye may he the children of your Father which 
is in heaven, for he maketh his sun to shine on the 
evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just 
and on the unjust, — Be ye therefore perfect , even 
as your Father who is in heaven is perfect'' Ac- 
cordingly the apostle John has given us a most 
sublime description of the love of God, when he 
says, " God is love'' Love is not so much an 
attribute of his nature, as his very essence, the 
spirit of himself. All the measures of his govern- 
ment originate in no other rules than such as 
an enlightened love would dictate, and " he t/iat 
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God." We cannot 
enter largely into this idea; but we have here 
sufficient evidence to shew that love is so much 
the image of God, that we may make the nearest 
approaches to him by its practice. If we consider 
his nature, his absolute independence, his perfect 
happiness as infinite in himself, he can have no 
other motive in giving life than to impart that 
happiness to his creatures. For this he has 
suffered the plenitude of his happiness to flow 
into thousands of channels, receiving from none 
but imparting to all. Would we wish to par- 
take of the happiness of the blessed and only 
Potentate? It cannot be by the indulgence of 
the passion of selfishness, but by imitating him. 
o2 
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It is this which will bring us into contact with 
hiro. 

2. Christian benevolence is not only the image 
of God, but is peculiarly an imitation of Christ. 
If we inquire what was the motive for devising the 
scheme of redemption ; the answer is, it was love. 
The apostles axe in ecstasies when they speak 
of the astonishing condescension of Christ, in 
stooping from the throne of glory ; in taking upon 
him our nature, in dying the ignominious death of 
the cross, and rising for our benefit. Nor is this 
perfection the least conspicuous in the whole cha- 
racter of the life of Christ, which plainly shews 
benevolence to be the spring of all. He went 
about doing good — not as an occasional exercise, 
but as his employment. It was the one thing which 
he did. Read his life, and you will find that 
healing the sick, curing diseases, casting out devils, 
wiping away the tears of sorrow and afiiiction — 
these were the constant employments of his life. 
Though possessed of infinite power, he never em- 
ployed it in resenting or retaliating an injury. He 
was preeminently devout : and if he retired to pray, 
it was to receive those ardent communications of 
divine love which so much distinguished him. His 
was an active life ; it was not the life of a solitary 
monk. That devotion which terminates in itself, 
is a luxury which sometimes perverts the prin- 
ciples of benevolence to a pernicious purpose ; but 
when sohtude improves the character, — ^when it 
raises us in the moral rank of being, — when it 
makes us like God, and fitted to run that active 
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<;areer of virtue set before us, in the exercise of bene- 
volence, — then it becomes the spring of obedience. 
This made him a sacrifice for us ; this made him 
a destroyer of the enmity and hostility between 
Grod and man; this renders him our hope and 
peace. 

3. Christian benevolence is the distinguishing 
bond of the christian profession. When Christ 
exhorts his disciples to love, he does it in such 
terms as assign the reason and the evidence of 
it : he says, " A new commandment give I unto 
you ,•" — and, " By this shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples^ because ye love one another.*^ 
Our Saviour, after his resurrection, said, " These 
signs shall follow them that believe : In my name 
shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with 
new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if 
they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them ; 
ihey shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall 
recover,^' Observe, he did not say, By the power 
I give you of working miracles, and over the 
spirits, they shall know that ye axe my disciples. 
They were to know this, not by the miracles of 
power, but by the miracles of charity; by dis- 
arming them of selfishness, and difiusing charity 
throughout their souls. The emperor Julian par- 
ticularly remarks this principle of love to each 
other in the christians, which led him not only to 
question his own power, but to be astonished at 
theirs, and that this christian grace of charity could 
not be infused or incorporated with the beggarly 
elements of heathenism. Everywhere else, selfish- 
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ness and ambition, anger and revenge, have con- 
verted the world into one great mountain <rf prey, 
an aceldama of blood. It is only on (me mount, 
which is Mount Zion, that peace reigns — ^pro- 
ducing deference and respect, tenderness and love 
for our fellow-creatures, for their body and mind. 
Thrown as into one common stock, we have ^* aU 
things in common'' — " the poor rejoicing in that he 
is made rich, the rich in that he is made low^ Jjet 
us rather, my brethren, recede from being called 
christians, than forget the great s3rmbol of our 
profession — " hve to one another'^ 
. 4. This virtue of benevolence is the fulfilling of 
the law, and contains every kind of virtue that has 
our fellow-creatures for its object. Every other 
is virtually comprehended in this. " Thou shaU 
not commit adultery; thou shalt not steal; thou 
shalt not covet ; thou shalt not bear false witness 
against thy neighbour;' — are all beautifully com- 
prehended in this : — for " love worketh no ill to his 
neighbour : therefore love is the fulfilling of the 
law." Other virtues axe only so many modes of 
established behaviour, liable to be disordered by 
circumstances ; but love is abstinence from injury, 
affording protection to the oppressed, pity to the 
poor, boxmty to the needy, candour and indulgence 
in doubtful cases. It gives sweetness in every 
thing that renders human nature amiable. It is 
that in the new man which human nature is to the 
old ; and sends forth streams of life circulating to 
the remotest parts of the body. I do not ask, my 
brethren, what particular virtue you have; but 



d by Google 



THE REV. ROBERT HALL. 295 

how much are you under the influence of this ? — 
for just so much virtue we have, as we have of 
this spirit and character^ Let not any one be 
fearfiil of mistaking here, or making a system of 
legality, as it is called, of this virtue. I am afraid 
none of us aboimd so much in good works as to be 
in any danger of exhibiting them too profusely. 
The more we see of our defects, the more we shall 
feel ourselves unprofitable servants. 

5. The spirit of benevolence is the spirit of 
heaven, — that which will reign in heaven itself. 
There we must abandon ourselves; there at last 
commences the reign of disinterestedness; there 
the highest will enjoy the happiness of the lowest ; 
the felicity of one will be the feUcity of all, for 
we shall be one with each other ; there rivalships, 
jealousies, and the pursuits of ambition, of separate 
or vested rights, will no longer be known. The 
happiness of heaven will not be diminished by being 
shared ; it cannot be confined by appropriation : it 
will be something which every man can enjoy with- 
out injuring another, for it is the enjoyment of God 
himself, — the best and purest of all beings. 

You need not wonder that the exercise of chris- 
tian benevolence, then, is so important a bond of the 
christian profession, that it has so many points of 
preeminence that it is the very spirit of the virtues, 
and that Jesus Christ will invite those who have it, 
saying, " Come^ ye children of my Father j inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world,'' 

Our Saviour places the acceptance of men, not 
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upon their dispositions, but upon their actions ; 
upon what they have done, not what they have 
merely believed or felt, or in any undefined state of 
mind. When we hear benevolence enforced, the 
subject is attractive and charming, and many 
mistake the love or admiration for the practice 
of it ; but it must appear in active life. It is one 
thing to be charmed when we have no other 
temptation, and another thing to act in perfect 
conformity with the principle. It is upon their 
practice of benevolence that the righteous are 
rewarded; — and the reprobation of the wicked 
proceeds on the neglect of it. You may find 
many persons who are always praising it ; yet it is 
evident, from their actions, that it does not tine* 
ture their conduct, — it does not conquer their 
selfishness : and that which does not conquer is 
defeated, and must be condemned at the last day. 

II. I shall here make a few observations an the 
mode of doing good. It seems as though one prin- 
cipal cause that so little good is accomplished is, 
that persons do not act upon system in their dis- 
tributions of benevolence. In their own business 
they see the importance of such a method of pro- 
ceeding ; but in christian charity they never form 
any plan of conduct. In fact, nothing good and 
great can be effected without plan : and hence it is 
proper to secure the principle of charity by some 
system. If, for example, men intend to do good, 
and yet never appropriate any part of tlieir property 
for the purpose, they vrill be surprised how little 
they actually accomplish. Were every person to 
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assign some particular part of his income for the 
purpose, he would find himself under no tempta- 
tion to withhold his charity ; while, on the cout 
trary, when a person acts only from the impulse of 
feeling, he is in great danger of letting selfishness 
swallow it up. 

With regard to the mode of doing good in 
visiting the sick, we find it was in person : ^^I was 
sick, and ye visited me^ — ^^ Pure and undefiled 
reUgion is this : to visit the fatherless and widow 
in their afflictions.^' I am afraid this practice is 
much neglected. There is often a defect in the 
means of doing good, from improperly bestowing 
it. It is necessary to exercise patience and dis- 
xrrimination. The apostle James represents reli- 
gion as visiting the sick and afflicted. It wiU solace 
the minds of the poor, and convince them that they 
axe not beneath their feUow-creatures. It will be 
a cordial to their spirits, and keep alive the best 
sentiments of the heart. The practice might be 
recommended by contrast ; for it will add pleasure 
to those who have the conveniences of life, and are 
enabled to extend relief to others in less fortunate 
circumstances. Appropriate, then, some part of 
your time. Do not say that you have no time ; 
time is given for this purpose. 

It is not necessary to say, (as notice was given 
o£ our intention, last Sabbath, to make a collection 
for the poor this afternoon,) that you will have 
.an opportunity of doing it. You have before 
exercised your generosity, my friends, on similar 
occasions ; and if the language of the text is not 
o3 
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sufBcient to persuade you to do it now, it would 
be great presumption in me to say any thing. K 
this subject is properly attended to, it will engage 
your hearts in this duty. Recollect in what Ugbt 
it is represented to us. Jesus Christ never seemed 
to clothe himself in majesty and splendour but 
when speaking of charity. " TFhen the Son of Man 
$haU come in his ghry, and all the holy angels toith 
hiniy then shall he sit t^pon the throne of his glory : 
and before him shall be gathered all nations : and 
he shall separate them one from another, as a shep- 
herd divideth his sheep from the goats : and he 
shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats 
on the left. Then shall the King sag unto them on 
his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world.'* 

Who are the sheep ? — The imitators of Christ 
in his benevolence. And who are the goats ? — 
Those who shut their hearts against the poor, 
who neglect that charity which consists in re- 
lieving them. Each of your characters is here 
represented. Heaven itself is open to receive you; 
and hell is open. Each person is represented as 
being surprised ; each is astonished. The wicked 
are astonished at their crimes ; the righteous at 
their virtues : presumption and unbelief had 
covered those of the one, and a veil of humility 
had concealed the other. " Then shall the right- 
eous say. Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, 
and fed thee ? or thirsty, and gave thee drink ? 
When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? 
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or naked, and clothed thee ? Or when saw we thee 
sicky or in prison, and came unto theeV They 
i^ere astonished to find that this acknowledg- 
ment was in consequence of their kindness to 
the disciples of their Lord. They were ready to 
think they had received a great reward in having 
tasted the sweets of doing good, and having en- 
larged the hounds of their best feelings ; but Jesus 
Christ wiU take away that veil which humility 
had thrown over them, and say, " Crnne, ye blessed 
ojmy Father .... inasmuch as ye have done it to 
one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me'' The wicked will express their astonish- 
ment, when he will say, " / wa^s a stranger^ and 
ye took m£ not in : naked, and ye clothed rae rvot : 
sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. Then 
shall they also answer him, saying. Lord, when 
saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, 
or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not mini- 
ster unto thee ?" * It is true we did despise thy 
sorrows in thy brethren ; but we saw nothing in 
them but trembling limbs, decrepitude, meanness, 
and poverty: — we saw nothing of that glorious 
power of thine ; and how could we suppose there 
was any alliance with thee, the Lord of glory ? ' 
* But these,' he will intimate, * were the representa- 
tives o£ my humiliation and sufferings ; and, as the 
carnal jews overlooked them in the days of my 
flesh, so have you in my members : " Inasmuch as 
ye did it not to them, ye did it not to me. Depart, 
ye cursed"' What an astonishing change in con- 
dition is here, when all the emblems of authority 
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and power, and splendour and greatness, and wis-^ 
dom and fame, which distinguished them in this 
world, shall have passed away ; and when nothing 
will remain untouched, but that holiness which is 
the image of Christ ! Oh the blindness of the rich, 
when they have it in their power to relieve the 
disciples of their Lord ! 

Let those who believe in these solemn repre- 
sentations tremble lest they should incur this con- 
demnation. This is not, my brethren, a theatrical 
display of the glory of the Son of Man ; but ymtr 
eyes shall see, and your ears hear. The goats 
and the sheep are in this assembly, and the 
everlasting destiny of all present will soon be 
determined. 

We do not mean to assert that Christianity was 
intended to restore the order of the primeval world 
by making the poor rich : but that every man 
should consider all that he possesses as put in his 
power in trust, to be employed in devotedness to 
Christ. There must, indeed, in society, be rich 
and poor, high and low — these have their momen- 
tary use ; but they are only like figures exhibited 
amidst transient scenes and a passing show. How 
miserable is the man who repines at his situation ! 
Miserable will be the rich, and miserable the poor, 
if they do not recollect that these are only tempo- 
rary distinctions. 

Let every one of us seriously reflect upon the 
solemn declarations of the text; and, whenever 
we contemplate a pious poor man, consider that 
we see an image of Christ, a temple of the Holy 
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Ghost, who, if we neglect and despise him, will 
sit at last as an assessor of our destiny. Yes, 
before that very despised individual shall we be 
placed and judged. Be a&aid lest you despise 
Christ in his image, and become numbered among 
those who did not know their Lord in his brethren, 
because they were diseased, and in misery. Be 
apprehensive, lest by your conduct you should 
give occasion to Jesus Christ to say, ^^As ye did 
it not to one of the least of these my brethren^ ye 
did it not to me : depart^ ye cursed, into everlasting 
firer 



1 Chron. XXVIII. 9. — " If thou seek him, he will be found 
of thee ; hut if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off 
for ever.'^ 

[preached at CAMBRIDGE, JANUARY 17, 1802.] 

To find God is the greatest blessing that man 
can enjoy, for it is the great earnest of eternal life, 
which is, " To know thee the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.** More is in- 
cluded in finding God, than persons in general 
imagine. Were many people in this christian 
country to be asked if they had foimd God, they 
would be startled at the question, and exclaim, 
" How can it enter into your imagination that we 
have not found him?" But, if we consult the 
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dictates of divine revelation, as well as our owii 
experience, we shall see that, it includes much 
more than a mere belief in his existence. The 
apostle declares, " By this we know that we know 
hifn, if we keep his commandments; and he that 
saith he knoweth him and keepeth not his com-- 
mandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him^ 
You see that, from the manner in which the 
apostle John stigmatizes the persons he mentions 
as liars, that an acquaintance vtdth God which is 
saving, must sanctify the heart, and refine the 
passions. It is not then so common to find Grod 
as many persons imagine. Besides, the knowledge 
of God is said to be " hid in Christ,'^ and we are 
assured, that " no man knoweth the Father but the 
Son; and he to whom the Son shall reveal him^ 
The language of the apostle Paul, who was such 
an adept in the school of Christ, is, " God^ who 
commanded the Ught to shine out of darkness, hath 
shined into our hearts, to give us the Ught of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in tlie face of Christ 
Jesus'^ When the knowledge of God was com- 
municated to Moses, it was veiled; but in Jesus 
Christ the veil is taken away ; and now, without 
a veil, we behold as in a glass the glory of God, 
changing us into the same image from glory to 
glory. It is a transforming and sanctifying know- 
ledge. The great object of that discovery relates to 
the stupendous plan of man's redemption, through 
Jesus Christ. The gift of so ineffable a person 
shews our immortality, and stamps an unspeakable 
grandeur upon our nature. It manifests the great- 
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iiess of that love from which it proceeds, while the 
death of Jesus Christ displays the malignity of sin, 
and the purity, the holiness, and the depths of the 
Divine character. It is not so much intended to 
discover his natural as his moral perfections, — his 
holiness, — his justice, — his mercy. The love of 
Christ in particular ratified and revealed his mercy; 
and by it we see the infinite value of all those 
mercies which are conferred on true believers. 
They who are convinced of their misery and un- 
worthiness, by faith in him receive justification, 
and are made heirs of eternal life. They are 
brought nigh to God; have peace with him; 
enter into covenant with him ; renounce the do- 
minion of sin and concupiscence, and pass their 
lives in the holy works of righteousness, having 
'* fellowship with the Father, and with his Son 
Jesus Christ'' From that distance in which they 
were originally, they are brought into nearness 
to God, and look up to him in the same way as 
an affectionate child regards his parent, whose 
tenderness and care form the chief part of his feli- 
city. While others are speculating about religion, 
these individuals have foimd, and are enjoying it ; 
while others are entertaining themselves with in- 
genious notions and maxims, these are ^' come to 
Mwint Ziouy to the heavenly Jerusalem, to an in- 
numerable company of angels, to the spirits of just 
men made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of the new 
covenant, and to God the judge of alV By being 
united to Jesus Christ, they have their portion 
with him. Considering this present state as but 
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a journey, they solace themselves with portions of 
his presence and of his Spirit ; and thus he gives 
them such manifest tokens of himself, that they 
are emboldened to look up to the majesty of God, 
as both his God and their God, his Father and 
their Father : — this is to find God. 

We shall consider from these words. First, The 
necessity of seeking God ; Secondly, The manner in 
which it is to he accomplished. 

If the blessing of finding God is of such im- 
portance, as connected with the hope of eternal 
happiness with him, why are there so few persons 
that will seek it ? The answer is easy, — ^because 
there are so few in comparison that are willing to 
be earnest. The advantages, indeed, are infinite ; 
but they can only be secured by the greatest 
ardour in the pursuit. " If thou cries t after know- 
ledge , and Uftest up thy voice for understanding ; if 
thou seekestfor her as silver, and searchest for her 
as for hid treasures; then shalt thou understand the 
fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God.^^ 
This assiduous search, my brethren, is not common. 
Conscience will sometimes admonish the necessity 
of it, but these impressions soon subside ; or they 
proceed till their efibrts become so feeble that men 
are ready to imagine there is nothing but fana- 
ticism in all such pretensions. But the Scrip- 
ture asserts they are attainable. Let none suppose 
otherwise because he has not found them ; but let 
each one ask himself if he has lifted up his voice 
by prayer for their bestowment. We have lost, 
my brethren, by the fall, that instinctive and lively 
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sense and influence of God which confined our 
first parents within the limits of duty, and are 
now in a state of alienation from God. The great 
design of revelation is to bring men back to him ; 
hence Jesus Christ is the repairer of our misery, 
lie speaks ^^ peace to them that are nigh, and to 
them that are afar off,' and makes them one with 
God. He might have manifested himself to the 
children of men in such glorious light that none 
could have overlooked him ; or he might have con- 
cealed himself in such darkness that none could 
have seen him; but he has chosen a middle course. 
These things, the great things of Christianity, are 
hid from the wise and prudent, and revealed to 
those who are called, in Scripture, babes : " Even 
so, Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight,'* If 
the Divine Being had acted otherwise, it would 
have infringed upon the perfections of his nature ; 
but he has communicated his majesty and his 
mercy in tempered beams. If he had forced him- 
self upon his creatures, he would have infringed 
upon his majesty ; but he has communicated such 
portions of %ht as shall guide the serious and 
humble inquirer, and, at the same time, perplex 
those who want a pretext for forgetting him. As 
this is the case, real happiness is only attainable in 
consequence of serious inquiry, which begins with 
the conviction of the vanity of every thing else 
but God. 

We must seek him humbly and perseveringly. 
Prayer is a duty, which men were instructed, by 
the light of reason, to receive as such ; but it was 
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reserved for the gospel of God to shew its efficacy. 
The scope of all scriptural language is, " Seeky and 
ye shall find ; knock, and it shall he opened : if ye, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more shall your heavenly Father 
give good things to those who ask him/" When 
was prayer ever employed in vain ? It may not 
be immediately answered ; but those who sincerely 
seek after God are in the way to find him ; in the 
way to happiness; their path is like the shining 
light, shining brighter and brighter to the perfect 
day. He is to be found by a serious perusal of his 
word; not merely to become conversant with its 
histories and critical difficulties, but to obtain a 
guide to eternal life. It is to be regarded as a 
lamp, which God has put up in the firmament of 
heaven^ to direct us in the way of peace. " Search 
the Scriptures,'' is the injunction of our Lord, "/or 
they are they which testify of me" They are as a 
field in which the treasure is hid ; and they who 
read them with meekness will be made " wise unto 
salvation" 

Again, an attendance upon all the means of 
grace, is impUed by seeking God. He has so in- 
corporated the use of means with the blessing, 
as to put it out of the power of the wisest men 
to determine where the one terminates, and the 
other begins. " If thou seek him, he will be found 
of thee ;" but then it must be seriously, humbly, 
earnestly, and perseveringly. Seek him as for hid 
treasure: but hid treasure will never be sought 
while you suppose you have no need of it. It is 
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strange to hear persons speak of the doubts they 
have respecting the Scriptures, while they perhaps 
never devoted a day to the serious perusal of them^ 
If the most uninformed person in this assembly 
lifts up his voice in prayer, he will find that peace of 
mind which passes all understaading ; that humble 
confidence in God, compexed to which all the wis- 
dom of philosophy is worse than nothing, and 
vaarity* This is the only world, my brethren, in 
irhieh it is probable we shall have to seek God. In 
hell, it will not be necessary to seek after God, for 
there the terrors of his justice and wrath will make 
him manifest. In heaven, it will not be necessary 
to seek him, for there the beatific vision will make 
him all in all. Here it is possible to miss the road 
of happiness, and not find God ; but by attending 
to the still small voice of conscience, we shall be 
led to find him. This is a state of probation : it is 
possible, then, to miss God, and it is possible to 
find him. If the great truths of rehgion were to 
appear so manifest as to overcome at once all diflli- 
culties, it would not have been so much a duty to 
inquire after him; whereas, now he is ** the re- 
warder of them that diligently seek him,'' 

Who can comprehend, my brethren, how awful 
it must be to be cast off from God ? It is to lose 
all interest in his power ; to lose all interest in his 
wisdom; to be nothing to God, and God to be 
nothing for us ; to have Omnipotence engaged 
lagainst us; to sink into that state which cuts oiT 
from happiness. You are not conscious how much 
God is now doing for you, while you are forgetting 
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him ; but then you will feel your dependence upon 
God, by losing all those springs of blessedness 
which you now find in him. There is a period of 
respite for sinners. He does not immediately cast 
them off; but his purpose is fixed. In the mean 
time, he waits to be gracious; he iumishes them 
with a variety of privileges ; he feeds and clothes 
their bodies, as well as feeds their souls; gives 
them friends, and by secret ways guides them 
through life, and sometimes opens the graves for 
their friends about them, to remind them of im- 
mortality. By his providence, and by the secret 
strivings of his Spirit, it is evident, my brethren, 
that he has not cast you off. You young men, he 
has not cast you off for ever ! He is awakening 
that compunction for your sins which I trust you 
now feel, which, if attended to, will lead you to 
happiness and to God. If you choose the path of 
the patriarchs and of your pious parents, it will 
lead you to the heavenly country ; but if you for- 
sake him, he will cast you off for ever. ^^ As I live^ 
saith the Lord, I will lift up my hands and swear 
that I will execute vengeance upon mine enemiesJ" 
He now waits to be gracious ; but if the season is 
not improved, he will cast you off; he will " swear 
in his wrath, Ye shall not enter into my rest^ 
Providence will no longer furnish you with its 
bounties ; the sleep of security will be at an end ; 
the vain dance will come to an eternal pause. 
There will be no more vain and dissipated society 
for you, — no sceptical books, — no lascivious passions 
to enable you to forget God and forget yoxu: misery. 
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How awful will it be to ^^ fall into the hands of the 
living God!^^ Yes, my brethren, " if you forsake 
him, he will cast you off for everT The means of 
grace will be at an end. There will be no more 
Sabbaths to create a pause amidst the hurry of 
life, and to prepare you for eternity. There will 
be no longer any preaching of that word, which, 
instead of softening, has hardened, and made you 
insensible, — no example of pious parents, no more 
any attention paid to you, either by God or man, — 
because the destinies of all will be fixed, when God 
shall have " cast you off for ever'' The parable 
respecting the master of the house coming to reckon 
with his servants, was intended not so much to 
terrify as to convert us. " Then shall the King 
say to them on his left hand. Depart, ye workers of 
iniquity, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels." Some, we are told, will say, 
" Lord, have we not eaten and drank in thy pre^ 
sence? but he will say, I never knew you, , . . 
There shall he weeping and gnashing of teeth;'' for 
at that awfiil time, " the last shall be first, and the 
first shall be last." How dreadful wiU then be the 
recollection of those checks of conscience which 
were disregarded, — those warnings which were 
deliberately despised, — those movements of the 
Spirit which were resisted, — those parental ad- 
monitions which were neglected, when men were 
taking pains, as it were, to break his bonds asunder, 
and cast away his cords from them ! Painful re- 
collections at that period will be as " the worm that 
never dies" It is not, my brethren, that we take 
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any pleasure in setting before you these awful 
truths ; it arises fix)m the regard we have to your 
eternal interests ; we wish to prove ourselves faith- 
ful to God. These are the truths of Jesus Christ, 
which he has consecrated by his own lips, in order 
to divert persons from the paths of ruin. Grod 
may not yet cast you off; but, depend upon it, 
the day will arrive when all who have refused the 
offers of the gospel will be so rejected. He may 
now determine to withdraw the strivings of his 
Spirit from you. Your path, indeed, may be 
tranquil, and you may have no changes ; your 
riches, and luxuries, and every thing about you 
may put at a distance all serious thoughts of God, 
and a guilty peace may seem to secure you when 
the awful prediction of Jesus Christ shall be 
realized, *^ Behold I come as a thief in the night J' 
You may be saying. Peace, peace — ^you may be 
saying you have escaped danger; — then your de- 
struction will come suddenly upon you, for your 
security is merely the security of persons lulled 
into repose, and the surprise ultimately occasioned 
is represented in the words, " / cotne as a thief in 
the night,'' 

Let each of us remember to seek after God with 
all our hearts, for they alone are happy who have 
found God, or are seeking him. As to those who 
deliberately turn their backs upon religion, in 
spite of all the evidences of Christianity, and who 
deliberately live in a way that God condemns — the 
deeper they reflect, the more they will find, that 
if Jesus Christ is not a liar, they must at last lift 
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up their eyes in torment. Delay not, therefore, 
we would say to such, — " now is the accepted time." 
The offers of the gospel are now made to you. 
You do not know that they will be repeated. 
None of us know but that this may be the last 
time. Secure the blessings of eternity, and apply 
your hearts unto wisdom. Jesus Christ is saying, 
" Behold, I stand at tJie door and knock ; if any 
man hear my voice, let him open the door, and I 
will come in to him, and sup with him, and he with 
me" Let us not receive the grace of Christ in 
vain, but secure to ourselves that title to immortal 
life, of which neither things present nor things to 
come, of which neither life nor death can deprive 
us ; for what can destroy your felicity, if built . 
upon such a secure and immutable foundation? 
Let such as are seeking God, and have not found 
immediate peace and comfort, go on. While you 
continue in the serious persevering use of praying 
and reading the Scriptures, by following on you 
shall know the Lord. Your fears will soon be all 
dissipated; for you are going to the regions of 
light, and are quitting the regions of darkness. 
While others are pursuing the road to misery, the 
true christian is rising above his troubles. Jesus 
Christ has promised that you shall overcome : he 
will secure you by his Spirit, uphold you by his 
hand, and pour unutterable glories upon you above 
the skies. 

Will you then, my brethren, seek after God, 
or will you seek your all below? What is that 
honour or wealth, for which you are seeking ? If 
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it be riches, then place those riches on high, 
where you can ultimately find them ; but let them 
be the true riches. Place them in Jesus Christ, 
then you place them as high as God himself ; and 
before you can be deprived of them, he must him- 
self undergo a change. " If thou seek him" then 
** he will be found of thee ; hut if thou forsake kim^ 
he wiU cast thee off for ever'' 



VI. 



Rev. XXI. 6. — ** And he said unto me, It is done. I am 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will 
give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water 
of life freely" 

[preached at CAMBRIDGE, FEB. 14, 1802.] 

Without detaining you by any introduction, I 
shall at once proceed, 

I. To explain what is meant hy the subject of this 
promise, which is couched in figurative terms. 

It is evidently something extraordinary, from 
the solemn and magnificent manner in which it is 
introduced by the Being that inhabits eternity. 
A command is given to John to write the contents 
of it : " He said unto me, Write : for these words 
are true and faithful. And he said unto me, It is 
done. I am Alpha and. Omega, the beginning and 
the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the 
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fountain of the water of life freely, ^^ It is certain 
that what is introduced by God with so much 
pomp and solemnity means something spiritual and 
divine, something that bears no sort of relation to 
worldly good ; for it is to be conferred in full per- 
fection after the resurrection of the dead, when 
'^ both small and great shall stand before God^^ and 
every one be judged " according to the deeds done 
in the body ;" when " the sea shall give up the dead 
which are in it, ar*d death and the grave deliver wp 
their dead;'' when the great business shall be 
finally settled, and ^^ all things shall be made 
newr Nothing will then remain, excepting that 
which good men will enjoy in God, — ^his ever- 
lasting favour, communicated to them through 
Jesus Christ. His is a free gift, and therefore 
the proper subject of promise. Man, had he con- 
tinued innocent, would have obtained a reward 
for his obedience ; but, having incurred the divine 
displeasure by sin, he can only be restored by a 
free act of grace. Jesus Christ is the channel 
by whom all favours are bestowed; and he is 
appointed to be the " Head over all things to the 
Church .•" " of him, and to him, and through him, 
are all things,'' We are reconciled to God by his 
death and sacrifice. Such an illustrious sacrifice 
being made for sin, God will forgive and renovate 
sinners, and restore them to that state which they 
had lost by their iniquities. 

The blessings which are conferred in consequence 
of recovering the divine favour, are frequently com- 
pared to water. Isaiah, the evangelical prophet, 
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as he is called, declares, in th^ ni^xne pf God, *^ / 
will pour water vpon him that is thirsty, andjloods 
upon the dry ground ; / v^ill pour my Spirit upon 
thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspriaig /" and 
'^ with joy shall ye d/raw water out of the weUs of 
salvation.*' Again, " Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the v?aiers'' Our blessed Lord also 
adopted this %iy*e, to convey the idea of spiritual 
blessings. ^^ He that beUeveth in me shall never 
thirst" '^ If any man thirst, let hm come unto me 
and drinkr In his discourse with the woman of 
Samaria, he compares them to a spring of living 
water, than which nothing can more propedy 
represent the purifying, sanctifying nature of re- 
ligion. They are also compared to bcead, which 
Jesus Christ came down from heaven to give. 
There are many figures in this book, taken firom 
paradise ; such as, for instance, a fov,ntmn of Ufe^ 
alluding to that river which went out of Eden to 
water the garden, whence it wa3 parted into four 
heads. The apostle John says, ^^ He shewed me a 
pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, pro- 
ceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb," 
As man, in a state of innocence, had a tree of life, 
90 this has a tree of life, which bears twelve majiner 
of fruits ; and, to raise our conceptions of its nature, 
it is said to '^ yield her fruit every month, and the 
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations'' 
" / will give to him that is athirstJ' By this 
thirst is meant a vehement desire after the pro- 
mises of the gospel ; but it is proper to consider it 
somewhat more distinctly and at large. 
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First, It implies a conviction of the vanity of 
the world, and its utter insufficiency to constitute 
our bUss. Whatever individuals have sought hap- 
piness in the waters of the world, — ^if honest, they 
must confess that they have never found it. They 
turn from the pleasures of sense and the gaieties 
of youth, to the pursuits of ambition ; they con- 
sider time is lost, unless it increases their fountain 
of influence ; they dismiss all thoughts of God until 
old age advises them that they must quit their sins^ 
and then they confess the vanity of their condition. 
But the sacred Spirit of God, the wisdom that is 
from above, teaches us diflferentiy, without waiting 
for the slow confessions of age. It teaches us, 
that the present state is but a passage, not a final 
home; that it was never fitted for us as a final 
end. This wisdom instructs all her children that 
an imperishable substance must have an imperish- 
able good. Having obtained the true knowle(^e 
of God, the mind naturally yields itself up to his 
disposal,— conscious of the divine favour as that 
true centre to which every thing really excellent 
tends. Wisdom teaches true christians to look 
with compassion upon those who have their porticm 
in this worid. They see the world ftdl only of 
fading charms, — they perceive that every thing the 
world calls great is nothing but a magnificent ruin, 
if God and religion are excluded from the prospect ; 
and their language is, with David, " Whom have I 
in heaven hut thee? and there is none upon earth 
that I desire beside thee,'' 

Secondly^ The thirst to which the promise is 
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made, intends not only a conviction of the vanity 
of the world, but of the reality and importance 
of spiritual blessings. There is sufficient evidence 
to satisfy every reasonable man of the truth ; yet 
this disposition of mind is sometimes stamped as 
enthusiasm : but let every one here consider it as 
that which God and scripture sanction. If you 
have any doubts on the subject, consider only the 
general tenor of the word of God, and you vnll 
find that ^^ these are the true sayings of God:'* 
and, from the foresight of the disposition of man 
to disbelieve them, he commands the apostle to 
write — " for these words are true and faithful!' 
Remember the invitations of God; "JSb, every 
one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters.'* Let 
those who entertain doubt, attend to the experi- 
ence of the pious in every age of the world, and 
in every dispensation. There is, assuredly, some 
credit to be given to those who have attested the 
truth of religion. Let infidels ridicule them, or 
those who feel not the power of religion ; but may 
my lot be to live with them who say with Jacob, 
" I have waited for thy sahation, Lord/*' God 
is accustomed to reward his servants by giving 
them present comfort, and, in anticipation of fiiture 
blessedness, the heirs of heaven are sealed by the 
Spirit of God to the day of redemption ; but to 
drink unmingled happiness is the privilege of those 
who are around the throne of God. Yet there is 
a river, even here, " the streams whereof make glad 
the city of God" 
: Thirdly, This thirst is to be understood as that 
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which has a decided ascendency over every other 
desire. 

There may be transient wishes in the minds of 
most men for the blessings of religion ; but these 
by no means correspond with the force of the 
expression here used. It is not some faint breath- 
ings after happiness to which the promise is made: 
there must be a predominant desire after spiritual 
blessings. This is evident from our Saviour's de- 
clarations. He would permit none to be his dis- 
ciples that did not prefer him to father and mother, 
brother and sister, houses and lands, yea, wife 
and children. He affirms farther — ^^ No man that 
taketh not up his cross and fottoweth me^ is worthy of 
meJ^ These are very serious declarations, and they 
win detect the vanity of those who place religion in 
occasional feelings. The young man in the gospel 
did not come up to the standard, because he refused 
to resign all at the requisition of Jesus. He had 
some sincere desires to be happy, but he had more 
for his possessions. The promises of the word of 
God are made to characters ; and these characters 
are taken, not from the qualities that lightly dis^ 
tinguish them, but from those that predominate. 
Thus, a man is not a learned man because he is 
acquainted with the first elements of language, or 
can read the breviary ; — so, according to the whole 
tenor of the divine word, he is not considered a 
christian, who loves pleasure more than God. He 
is not considered a servant of Christ, who only calls 
him Lord ; but he who has the habit of obedience. 
He is not considered heavenly-minded, who has 
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some occasional thoughts of heaven ; but he indiOBe 
treasure is there. He is not a follower of the £dth 
by which the ancient worthies overcame the world, 
who loves the world; but he who renounces the 
world, and knows that the fiivour of God is greater 
than all its riches, honours, and ambition. It is 
this thirst for spiritual blessings, and this prevalence 
of it in the heart over every other desire, to which 
the promise is given; and of which, if we stop 
short, we deceive ourselves to our eternal ruin. 

II. I shall lay before you, my brethren, some, 
eomiderations which^ under the agency of the divine 
S^ritf will tend to produce in us these desires. 

Firsts Reflect upon the greatness of these pro- 
mised blessings. ^^ / wUi give to him that is athirst 
of the fountain of the water of life freely" Learn, 
fix>m the blessings themselves, that to be happy is 
to be in the enjoyment of Ood, in the presence 
of angels, in a perpetual calm in our passions — to 
be placed in a state of permanent felicity, where 
there will be nothing in the present to molest, 
nothing in the future to fear, nothing in the past to 
torment ; but where we shall be for ever near God, 
and like him, where ^' they need no candle, neither 
Ught of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light, 
and they shall reign for ever and ever.'* Angels, 
who look into these things, are astonished to see 
the insensibility of many persons in our christian 
assemblies, to such promises as these. Consider, 
my brethren, the magnificent things by which these 
are represented. They are principally described 
in scripture by figurative terms, taken from other 
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objects, and intended for other purposes. All 
nature contributes her portion. There is nothing 
in nature, and nothing which has inflamed ambi- 
tion or avarice, but what is employed to aggrandiz<3 
this subject, dnd to adumbrate the glories of it- 
If fixture glory is called a crown, it is ^* a crown of 
riffhteouBHess /" if it is called an inheritance, it is 
** an inheritance incorruptible y and undefiled, and 
that fadeth Hot awap ;" if it is called a river, it is 
** a river of the water of life, proceeding from the 
throne of God a/nd of the Lamb'' In fitct, it is 
to be a sharer in the triumphs of Christ; and, 
after witnessing with him Ihe bahishriient of thfe 
wicked, to be a partner in hi* thtbne, for " t6 hiM 
that otercometh, I will i^ive to sit ttith me on my 
tknone; even as I also overcame, and am set down 
With my Father bn his throne.'* And if any thing 
cto raise your expectatidns more, consider the 
fundamental fact of Christianity, with reference to 
what it cost the blessed Redeemer to procure these 
blessings. It was necessary for him to descend 
from heaveil, and become aiii irihabitd.nt of this 
earthi It was necessaiy for hiiii to descend fi-oift 
heaven to befcome a pai^takfer of our nature. It 
was heceSsaty fdr him to descend fidih heaven to 
be hung ttpoii the cross. It was necessary foi- hiiri 
to descend fi*oni hestven to beConie dur intercessor, 
that his intercession should continually sucfceed, 
and that he fehdtdd present our prayers before 
the throne of God. Not was Jesu^ Christ aloUe 
engaged in this work of redemption. It was the 
sole design of all the labours of the prophets. It 
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was the sole design of all the communications of 
the divine word. For this it was that the patriarchs 
walked with God ; for this it was that the prophets 
underwent persecution; for this it was that they 
^^ wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being 
destitute, afflicted, tormented;^ for this it was they 
were sawn asunder, devoured by vdld beasts, and 
destroyed by slow fires ; and because they asserted 
the liberty of walking with God. So that, after 
all, if the labours of Christ had not followed the 
labours of the prophets, they would have been 
inadequate to procure these blessings; which, be 
it remembered, my brethren, are the only blessings 
worthy of our pursuit. 

After setting before your view such things as 
these, is it possible that you should seriously de- 
termine to barter these benefits for those pleasures 
that are but a moment in duration ? Is it possible 
that you should barter these things for the sordid 
cares of avarice? Is it possible that you should 
barter them for the pursuits of ambition ? Is it 
possible that you should barter them for mere 
intellectual pursuits, of which the wisest in hiunan 
estimation have been so fond? Yet, even in 
these, the seeds of disquietude are too plentifully 
strewn. What darkness attends the pursuits of 
learning at every step! How narrow are the 
bounds of knowledge — the solution of one question 
producing another, and suggesting other difilcul- 
ties I They who have cultivated their own minds 
vdth most success, know this too well, for they 
are always uneasy, and are haunted by subtle 
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distmctions and endless gradations; but, in the 
pursuit of the blessings here promised, there is 
all that is satisfactory in certainty, all that is en- 
chanting in hope, and all that is sweet in posses-* 
sion. If you ask the meanest christian in this 
assembly his opinion of them, he will say, ** Doubt'- 
less I count aU things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lordr 

Secondly^ Consider, seriously, my brethren,-^ 
for this is a subject on which it is impossible to 
use too much reflection; it is to the want of 
seriousness of mind, and manly reflection, that 
there is any secret ridicule of these subjects — but 
recollect, that the blessings promised are the only 
ones you are sure of obtaining. There is an un- 
certainty in every other pursuit. We are con- 
tinually exposed to change and disappointment in 
the present state ; and we find that " the race is not 
to the swift^ nor the battle to the strong, nor riches 
to men of understanding " — for accident sometimes 
directs fools to prosperity. 

Those who expect to secure for themselves some 
worldly advantage, pursued in well-laid schemes 
for a distant period, may never realize their pur- 
pose; for no one can say what he will be in a year, 
or a day, much less at any distant period of life. 
It is here, only, that God has excluded uncertainty. 
He has purposely mingled it in all other pursuits, 
for the very reason that we may not confide in 
them; but here is certainty, that we may glory 
only in the Lord. The humblest, the weakest, in 
this assembly, — every one contrite in heart, — ^may 
p3 
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be assured of entering into feKcity. The poorest 
And weakest person, who sees and feels the im- 
portance of the divine favour, and who thirsts 
after spiritual blessings, may attain them ; for they 
are the promises of him that cannot lie, — they are 
the true and faathfttl promises of God. Whether 
success may attend us in other pursuits depends 
upon a variety of natural causes ; but when God 
has been pleased to promise us, we rest on a sure 
basis, he makes aD things certain. And this is the 
case with all the promises of the gospel ; for thus 
says the " Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
endy I will give unto him that ia athirst of thefoun- 
tarn of the water of life freelg.** 

Lastly, Consider the eternity of these blessings. 
Eternity is, my brethren, an abyss in which all our 
thoughts are lost ; but Christianity has made us 
familiar vrith the sensations it excites. It is the 
peculiar object of the word of God, to set before us 
the never-perishing things of eternity, to call us off 
from the fiigitive vanities of time ; hence it is caQed 
" the word of that life,'* How far any thing here 
has any pretensions to be considered as life, and 
as durable, the experience of every one will testify. 
The more agreeable the verdure, the tiiore trans- 
ient it is found. None are so much exposed to 
vicisBitude as persons exalted In life, for the storm 
blows with most fierceness on those- who^ are the 
most elevated. The footing oi* wMeh you sfland, 
let me say to such, is slippety ; youi' bodies are 
crumblitig into dust: and ** ffTiat wiU H proJH a 
tiiem, if he gam th4 whole worid and h&ef Ms own 
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^oul?^ But the happiness of heaven has been 
enjoyed by the patriarchs for thoiisands of years ; 
yet they look forward to an eternity to come, free 
from anxiety or feajr lest it should depart. Thii 
is the fountain of life to them. Let each of uis, 
iay bi^ethren, secure thfe happiness, if we have 
any regard to am souls. I aAjttte you, by that 
grandeur of the soul that makes it restless every^ 
where else but in piety; by all thatt i^ awful in 
death ; by all that is serious in the s^proach of 
judgment; to secure an inteii^est in eternity! 
Never imagine any thing here to be suitable to 
you; nor think yourselves unworthy of eterhafl 
Mfe. From the moment you cherish thes^ 
thoughts, you will begin to Hve indeed ; and when 
t\m world is dissolved, you will hdte " an inhe^ 
ritance ineorruptibk, undefikdy and thatfadeth ncfi 



Are there any persons here who feel desirous 
rfier these blessings ? Do not, my friends, be dis* 
couraged. I cannot promise them in Connexion 
vrith languid, transient wishes ; but let your desires 
not be dismissed, and, however unworthy or feeble 
you are in yourselves, remember Jesus Christ has 
declared that he will not break a bruised reed, nor 
quench the smoking flax. Cherish those move- 
ments of the Spirit which you now feel. Cherish 
the suggestions of that inward monitor which fre- 
quently admonishes you. Let the world shew you 
its vanities ; your conscience will then remonstrate, 
and remind you of spiritiml blessings. Cherish 
that conscience ; for if heif admonitions are to be 
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regarded, it must be in the house of God : in the 
house of pleasure she is sure not to be rigid. Liet 
me congratulate those of you, my brethren, who 
feel these to be the prevailing desires of your 
heart and of your life. Happy, happy are you, 
though poor in this world ! This poverty of spirit 
enriches and ennobles you; for it brings you 
within the promise of our Lord, — "Blessed are 
the poor in spirit^ for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven,'' It matters not if the world favours you 
less than others; you have fewer pursuits, and 
fewer temptations. Yes, your happiness is secure; 
you are safe for eternity. Neither life, nor death, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate you from 
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Let each of us cherish these desires, and secure 
fhe promised blessings by continuing to seek 
them ; for the promises of salvation are made to 
those only who persevere and endure. " He that 
endureth to the end, the same shaU be saved'' 



VII. 

r. XXIX. 29. — The secret things belong unto the Lord 
r God : but those things which are revealed belong 
to us and to our children for ever, that we may do 
the words of this law, 

[preached at CAMBRIDGE, MARCH 14, 1802.] 

r the former part of this chapter Moses 
anly reminds the people of Israel of the 
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covenant which God had made with them in 
Horeb, and contrasts the obligations they were 
under to the service of God, and the character 
of his worship, with the stupid idolatry of other 
nations; assuring them of the awful judgments 
that God would bring upon them, if ever they 
revolted from him. He knew, by the spirit of 
prophecy, that this would in fact be the case, 
until they should be cast out of their own land 
and scattered into all countries ; but checks the 
inquiry that would naturally arise from this sub- 
ject ; — ^he checks himself, if I may so speak, by 
inculcating this important maxim, that any attempt 
to explain the secret things of God, would be only 
gratifying their curiosity. It is as if he had said, 
You may be certain that, in the counsel of God, 
things are wisely kept back from view ; and it is 
not for you to look into them, except so far as he 
has been pleaded to lift up the veil. 

The maxim which Moses here laid down is 
useful to various purposes. I shall apply it to 
the three following : — to the decrees of God, the 
mysteries of christian truth, and the concerns of 
human life. 

I. The maxim here laid down may be applied 
with great propriety to the purposes and decrees of 
the eternal mind. Here is a part revealed which 
belongs to us and to our children; and a part 
which belongs to the Divine Being. Reason and 
scripture both unite in ascribing to God infinite 
wisdom ; a wisdom exercised over* the works of 
his hands, which continually presides and governs. 
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All things are represented as ordained according 
to the counsel of the divine will* It is not a mere 
eye that surveys, but it is a contriving wisdom 5 
the wisdom of a ruler and a father. This is con^ 
tinually ascribed to God, and a just conception of it 
is at the very foundation of rehgion* The devices 
of man's heart must be abased. ''He" sstys Job, 
" performeth the thing that is appointed for me / 
and many such things there are with him" Here 
is a path revealed, and a path that is sek^ret, but 
perfectly consistent with man's designs as a free 
agent, though covered with obscurity until ripened 
into the event. Very few of the pmrposes of God 
are made known ; and this compels his creatures 
to say, '^ Who hath known the mind of the I^ard, or^ 
bemg his oounsellot^ hath taught him ?" It is evi- 
dent, then, that the secret purposes of God ought 
never to be made the ground of action : — they do 
not belong to us ; because we ca^uiot tell that they 
are absoluftely determined, until the step is taken. 
Were it otherwise, the prudence of msa would be 
set aride by the plans and purposes of God, whosd 
proceedings would be inconsistent with h\mian 
agency. Besides, it is very absurd to choose to 
Walk by an obscure light, when at clear one can be 
obtained. Let lio sentiment of fatality, then, have 
any influence over you in the choice of your ac- 
tions ; for both reason and revelation clearly mark 
out the rules of duty and the pri!nciples of morality. 
Another reason to be assigned, why the decrees 
and purposes of God cannot belong to us, but to 
the Lord our God, is, that they are formed on 
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-views and purposes suited oftly to an infinite mind, 
and therefore would not be safe grounds for human 
action. They are fit for him, so far as they are to 
"be performed in the course of his providence, but 
not for his creatures to accomplish. The same 
event with his views and purposes may be good 
and necessary, which, with respect to human 
agency, may be wicked and abominable. It was 
fit that the Son of Man should die for the sins of 
the world ; but, notwithstanding, we are told that 
it was "% wicked hands he was crucified and slain,'' 
The purposes of God can never be th6 proper 
ground of action, because they ar^ not the thirigs 
that are revealed, which only belong to tis and to 
OUT children ; they are the secret things which 
belong to God. There is indeed a paith revealed ; 
and this is deVtftttly to acknowledge the Divine 
Being, to take refrtge in him in every time of 
trouble, against the doubts and fears of our own 
hearts', against the scepticism excited by the seem- 
ihg Confusion of human afiairs; and this is the 
proprer use and improvement of the doctrine of 
the text. The rtdes of dtfty are made simple, and 
the avenues of piety are infinite, so a!s to leave no 
room in which the way is not dear for it to shine 
and manifest itself. The divine knowledge strips 
ite of that which is selfish and fantastic, and tends 
to place us at his footstool, with the apostle Paul, 
and to cry out, "O the depth of the riches both 
of the wisdom and the knowledge of God! how 
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past 
finding out .' . . . For of him., and through him, and 
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to hiniy are all things.*^ Part then is revealed, 
which belongs to us and to our children, and 
a part to God; but the principal part belongs 
necessarily to God, and therefore that ought not 
to determine us, or have any influence in our 
actions. 

II. This maxim of Moses may be usefully ap- 
plied to the mysterious truths of Christianity. 

That there are mysteries, must be confessed by 
every one who attends seriously to the divine word. 
There are many things in religion which transcend 
our capacities, but there is nothing contradictoiy. 
To transcend is one thing, to contradict is another: 
this would amount to imposture. Not to enter, 
however, largely on this subject, suffice it to touch 
on thsee things. 

1. The union of the divine and human natures 
in our blessed Saviour. This is a very great 
mystery, a truth that far exceeds our concep- 
tions, — nothing more so; yet there is nothing 
contradictory. There may be many occasions, on 
which, with infinite propriety, God and man may 
become united. This is conceivable; and that 
they were so united is evident from the word of 
God. Jesus Christ had distinct attributes; he 
had the weakness of man, and the dignity of God : 
we find him expiring in weakness, yet " upholding 
uU things by the word of his power.'* There are 
some persons who either assert the humanity of 
Christ under pretence of denying his dignity, or 
maintain his dignity under pretence of denying his 
humanity; and thus, when we go from general 
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truths to account for particular parts, we are at 
once lost. The way to avoid this, is to assign 
secret things to the Lord our God, and those that 
are revealed, as inestimable proofs of love, and for 
our comfort, to us and to our children. 

2. That Jesus Christ was sacrificed for the sins 
of the world is as plain, to a simple understanding, 
as any truth in the word of God ; yet all the ques- 
tions that may arise in a curious mind respecting 
it cannot be answered : for instance, whether the 
death of Christ was absolutely necessary for the 
atonement of sin ? why it was no sooner offered ? 
why it was no more extensive, so as to embrace 
and benefit all mankind? These are questions 
which do not affect the general truth ; they are 
connected with the secret things which belong to 
the Lord our God : but the fact itself of the death 
of Christ, — that " he died for our sinsy according 
to the Scriptures,^' — belongs to us and to our 
children. 

The doctrine of the atonement is a most essen- 
tial part of holy writ, importing, that Jesus Christ 
is " the way, the truth, and the life;'* the way to 
the Father, — the victim upon whom all our sins 
are laid, and are to be confessed. This is the 
right and main spring of genuine contrition, pro- 
ducing right sentiments towards God ; " No man 
Cometh unto the Father but by him'' 

3. The agency of the Divine Spirit upon the 
mind, is a truth which, in one sense, belongs to 
us and to our children, and, in the other sense, 
belongs to God. None can deny it to be possible 
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that a spirit should have access to mati, when he 
recollects that " God is a spirit/' and " the father 
of spirits/' and therefore more nearly allied to our 
spiritual them material part^ and is present in all 
the active powers of matter. Is it not strange 
that anj man should deny the probability of this 
great agency ? " that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit.** But do you wish to know the manner in 
which this influence is exerted and maintained? 
Do you wish to know the exact line of separation 
between human action and the agency of the 
Spirit — where the one begins and the other ter- 
minates? These are questions which we cannot 
solve. Our Lord, in speaking upon this subject 
to Nicodemus, compares the operations of the 
Spirit to wind: " The wind hloweth where it 
listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof but 
canst not tell whence it cometh^ and whither it 
goeth ; so is every one that is born of the Spirit.** 
But does this mystery prevent a pious christian 
from imploring the influence of the Spirit ? Ask 
the man who believes the doctrine of providence, — 
does it diminish his sense of the divine goverfttnent 
and protection because he cannot understand it? 
And if we never think of abandoning our depen- 
dence upon God because we do not know how, 
Or in what matiner, it comes, as it were, into con^ 
tact vdth God, why should we do so Wi accotmt 
of this mystery ? 

4. The resurrection of the dead is r^veded to 
us as a fact in general ; and it is a source of un- 
speakable satisfaction to thef christian that " this 
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corruptible shall put on incorruption, and this 
mortal shall put on immortality,'' and that " death 
ihall he swallowed up in victory /" but the circum- 
stances that will attend this great events — ^in what 
manner our spirits will act in a separate 8tate> or 
the nature of their enjoyments when reunited to 
the body, or the difference between them and the 
bodies we now possess, are questions which lie 
involved in obscurity : they are not " the things 
that are revealed.*' If you say, '• How are the dead 
raised up, and with what body do they come ?'' the 
apostle Paul condemns such an inquiry : *' Thou 
fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except 
it die : and that which thou sowest is not that body 
which shall be .•" but " God giveth it a body as it 
shall please him, and to every seed his own body. 
All flesh is not the samef^sh; hut there is one kind 
of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another 
of fishes, and another of birds. There are also 
celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial; but the 
glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the 
terrestrial is another. . . . So also is the resur* 
rection of the dead. . . , It is sown a natural body^ 
it is raised a spiritual body'' On this part of the 
subject, my brethren, I would remark, that we 
should have such a sense of the unspeakable good- 
ness and wisdom of God as to make us satisfied 
with just so much as he has taught us ; and not 
expect, as there are so many mysteries in nature, 
that there should be none in religion, or in that 
which affects man in his spiritual state. Be 
thankful for the light you have received, and be 
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content with the things that are revealed, which 
belong to us and to our children. 

III. This maxim may be no where so fully 
applied as in the concerns of human life. 

In the concerns of human life there is a path 
that is secret, and a path that is revealed. Life 
may be considered, either as a series of events and 
circumstances, ordained and managed by infinite 
wisdom, or as a course of actions left to the de- 
termination of human choice. Considered in the 
first point of view, there is nothing more obscure, 
nothing more hidden from our knowledge, than 
human life ; but, in the other, as a set of actions, 
and a course of behaviour, there is nothing more 
plain ; for we have the rules and motives that on 
every occasion ought to influence us. The matter 
of life is obscure ; but the morality of life is 
exceeding plain and intelligible. Nothing is more 
profound than that darkness which covers every 
step of our path. We know not what a day will 
bring forth, nor the consequences of our actions ; 
for it is said, " In the morning sow thy seed, and 
in the evening withhold not thine hand, for thou 
knowest not which shall prosper, this or that,^ You 
may confer a benefit, and you know not whether 
it will conciliate or exasperate; whether it will 
produce gratitude or ingratitude. You may pursue 
the wisest plans of human prudence, but, perhaps, 
foolish plans would have succeeded better ; or you 
may become entangled in a complicated web of 
your own contrivance. You see the immediate 
effect of your actions, but remote consequences 
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are removed far from your view ; you know not 
the good or evil that may follow. You know not 
whether you shall have health or sickness ; whe- 
ther you shall have joy or sorrow, prosperity or 
adversity. You may he surprised when you think 
yourself most secure; or, when involved in the 
greatest distress, unexpectedly delivered ; or, you 
may he saying, in the fulness of riches, ** Soul^ 
take thine ease,'' when you are ahout to he plunged 
into intolerable agony. We are apt to imagine 
that we are the principal actors on the stage of 
life ; but, by the destruction of some individuals, 
providence is shewing us that there is an unseen 
hand that changes the scene and darkens the 
theatre, at his pleasure ; and thus there is a secret 
path which belongs to God, while the conduct of 
life belongs to us. The rules of duty are plain 
and clear; the issue of events is in the hand of 
God, because he alone knows them. You know 
not the time of your death, nor the manner of 
your death — whether it will be suddenly, or by 
slow approaches — ^whether in the midst of life and 
happiness, or when sunk under a burden of agony 
and injSrmity — whether it will be among your 
friends, or alone in the wilderness. These things 
are all sealed up under the hand of God, and 
placed among his darkest secrets. But you know 
how to make your death happy ; you know what 
course of life will leave you little to dread ; you 
know the prospect beyond the grave; and you 
know that Christ says to his disciples, " / am the 
way, the truth, and the life'' Thus, my brethren,** 
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the humble christian knows, in the Budst of ajll 
the obscurity of his path, whither he goes, " and 
the way he knows.^' 

I shall make two observations before I close. 
In the first places we see here the maxim that 
ought to regulate our zeal with respect to religious 
truth; namely, to direct it to those things that 
are revealed, and in proportion to the plainness 
with which they are revealed. The want of this 
distinction has be^i a fruitful source of dispute 
among christians, and has furnished much food for 
speculation. Either the subjects of dispute have 
not been revealed at all, or very obscurely so. The 
effect of this has been to [Nroduce a kind of wrath- 
fill religion and animosity, to the neglect of the 
things that axe revealed. Fw instoace, when men 
dispute about the pui^oses and decrees of God, 
and are for reconciling them with human agency ; 
or, when instead of lamenting the apostasy of man 
from God, they invent theories to account for the 
origin of evil ;, this is '^ darkening counsel by words 
without knowledge^'* All that we know about the 
origin of evil is, that God sowed good seed, and an 
enemy sowed tares. When subtle distinctions are 
set up instead of the plain will of God, we lose 
ourselves in a labyrinth. It is as if a man were 
to examine his food with a microscope instead of 
eating it ; he has no desire for the sincere word 
of God as the food of the mind, that he may grow 
thereby. Let it ever be remembered, that the 
religion of Jesus Christ was intended for poor m^n, 
and was not intended as the religion of scholars. 
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Xt is adapted to th? weakness of their faculties; 
fording them a light that is steady, yet not so 
eflRilgent as to dazzle ; teaching th,em the truths of 
the gospel as facts^ and hiding them as mysteries. 

In the second place, it may be neqessary to re- 
ixxark^ as another improvement, that this maxim of 
Moses strongly condemns that anxiety with respect 
to futurity, which is almost innate in the human 
xnind ; but when indulged too much, as it is very 
apt to be indulged, is a great enemy to our peace. 
Fix it then, my brethren, in your minds, that " the 
Lord reigneth^' that " his hand stretcheth over alii' 
that the things which are secret belong imto him; 
that they are the prerogative of that Being who 
^^ searcheth the heart , and trieth the reins'' and 
the " imagination of the thoughts;" that " his 
counsel must stand, and he toill do all his pleasure." 
It frequently happens, even where we are not per- 
sonally interested, that many persons feel a strange 
curiosity about others. When the apostle Peter 
was informed by our Lord the will of God respect- 
ing himself, he asks with respect to John, " Lord^ 
and what shall this man do ?" The answer which 
our Saviour gave is highly instructive i^^Ifl will 
that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? 
follow thou me" The Saviour checks and recalls 
him to present duty ; he makes the veil of 
futurity thicker, and more obscure, — at the same 
time awakens his regard to the plain will of God. 
Some of you, perhaps, may be in affliction, — the 
hand of God is heavy upon you, and you wish to 
know how to remove it; you inquire anxiously 
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into that secret — when the hand shall be removed, 
whether it will be on this side the grave, or when 
you are dismissed ; but this is a secret impenetrable 
and sacred in the divine keeping. You know, 
however, by what means to transmute the a£9ic- 
tion to advantage, to consider it as ^' the trial of 
your faith" which is " more precious than gold when 
it is tried" and as that which will produce, if 
you are patient, crowns and sceptres hereafter. 
Acknowledge the sovereignty of God. Imitate the 
silent submission of Job, '^ Naked came I out of my 
mother's womb^ and naked shall I return ; the Lord 
gave^ and the Lord hath taken away, and blessed 
be the name of the Lord" Here is plain duty ; 
and remember that he can cause present ^* light 
afflictions^ which are but for a moment" to " work 
out for you a far more exceeding, and eternal 
weight of glory " 

You are at the head of a fEUooily, you have 
children, and you have great anxiety about them ; 
you feel for their happiness, and are anxious to 
know the will of God respecting them ; you expect 
much from the talents of one, imagining that he 
will rise in the world to honour or ajBiuence, and 
you augur evil from the weakness or insignificance 
of the other. But when you are laid in the dust, 
one child shall rise perhaps into eminence, and 
another sink into indigence, and you know it 
not ; or, your property, acquired by industry, may 
be prodigally squandered, — and what then ? These 
are " the secret things which belong to God" You 
know how to form them to habits of industiy; 
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you know how to teach them to feel another's 
woe ; you know how to cherish in them the seeds 
of piety, to instruct them in this gospel, where 
they may learn that they are saved by the death 
and bought by the blood of Christ. This is a field 
large enough for your exertions, and this " belongs 
to you and to your children, ^^ Some of you may be 
anxious to increase your property for the sake of 
your children, but you fear that this consequence 
or the other wiU not ensue, success may not ac- 
company your exertions; but if it were afforded, 
it might make them indolent or make them proud,'* 
or not produce all the good effects you imagine — 
this is secret, and belongs to God: but to do 
good with your property, to " rejoice with those 
that rejoice,'^ and to ^' mourn with those that 
mourri' — this belongs to you and to your children* 
If you have influence, let your example benefit 
others ; ^^ be instant in season and out of season. ^^ 
Use the talents intrusted to you; recollect by 
whom they are intrusted; and that Jesus Christ 
says, " Occupy till I come'' — that is, by a right 
use of your talents. These are the things which 
are revealed, and they belong to you and to your 
children. 

Again: another person, perhaps, is a patriot. 
He is solicitous for the happiness of his country ; 
he feels great apprehensions of its ruin from the 
immorality and vices of the age ; he sees the be- . 
ginning of sorrows — evils which the sins of this 
nation are likely to produce, and is inquiring as 
to their end. The prophet Daniel was infected 
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by this kind of wtadety, inquiring, ^^ What thall he 
the end of theee thingeT^ and the answer he re- 
ceived belongs to us : '' Go thou thy way, Daniel; 
for the worde are chsed up and sealed, till the time 
of the end; but this thou mayest know, thou shaU 
rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.*^ 

On the wh<de, let us, my brethren, do all the 
good we can, and be continually looking fi>rward 
to the manifestation of " a new heaven and a new 
earth,** for true christians, " wherein dwelleth rights 
eousness/* The kingdom of Ckist miist stand, 
however it may be opposed. Though we shall 
soon pass away, and axe abont to migzate into 
another country^ that will continue and remain for 
ever. Let us all seriously attend to these things 
that are revealed ; not indulging ourselves in a f cmd- 
ness for obscurities, and for exploring the mysteries 
of nature or of religion, to the neglect of the great 
things of the soul. Do not indulge curiosity by 
considering what is die nature of the soul, while 
you forget its salvation ; nor in useless speculations 
about the origin of evil, while you disr^ard the 
remedy for it ; nor in inquiries into phjrsical causes, 
to the neglect of the Great Physdcian. Let us not 
accustom ourselves to consider death as a pheno- 
menon merely, but as a moral effect, ^^ far the 
wages of sin is death;* on the contrary, by ac- 
quainting ourselves with God and with Jesus 
Christ, let us prepare for the time of our death, 
when all the effects of sin will be removed, and 
when, if we are so happy as to be united to Christ, 
^' this corruptible shall put on incorruptum^ this 
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mortal shall put on immortality^'' and " death shall 
he swaUowed up in victory i' for these axe the 
things which are revealed^ and they " belong to us, 
.and to our children.'* 



VIII. 



Eph. VI. 12. — For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities^ against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places, 

[preached at CAMBRIDGE, TV JVLY, 1^02.] 

The christian life, my brethren, is set forth in a 
great variety of forms in the New and Old Testa- 
ments, in order to impress us with just conceptions 
of it, and to point out its high necessity and 
importance. The Bible affords this variety of 
foams, that we may the more fdlly comprehend 
it ; and thus the Holy Ghost gives us " line upon 
Uney and precept upon precept.'^ It is of the greatest 
consequence to become true christians ; and it is 
of equal importance to know the character, and 
be acquainted with the situation of true christians, 
in. order that we may form a right estimate of the 
requirements of God, and, by comparing ourselves 
with this standard, receive that admonition or 
warning which we need. 
Q 2 
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Great earnestness must be employed, if we wish 
to attempt the christian warfare with any success. 
It would be strange, indeed, for any one to be thus 
engaged, as in a combat, and not to know that he 
was engaged. It would betray great indifference 
in a warrior engaged in a conflict, not to shew 
sensibility to his circumstances : so, equally strange 
would it be for a christian to Uve in profound 
security, as if there were no powers to engage, 
and no victory to obtain. 

Without any farther prefiu», permit me to 
explain, first. The phrases here employed; and, 
secondly. The nature of the warfare^ and the ene~ 
mies we have to engage. 

I. These phrases are evidently figurative. A 
christian is not at war in the literal sense of the 
words ; but these are very apt and proper figures, 
which the Holy Spirit adopts to reveal the fact 
imder sensible forms. The phrase " flesh and blood" 
is intended to denote the principle of corruption 
in man ; and it stands opposed to that principle 
of holy rectitude implanted by the Spirit : — " that 
which is bom of the flesh is fleshy and that which is 
horn of the Spirit is spirit,*" In a similar manner, 
the apostle Paul, in another epistle, places them 
in opposition to each other : " For the flesh lusteth 
against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh ; 
and these two are contrary the one to the other^ 
Sometimes the phrases are used in a more general 
sense, for hiunan nature at large, or for all man* 
kind. The same apostle, when declaring bis. 
commission, says, ^^ Immediately y I consulted not 
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with Jlesh and blood.** In like manner^ in de* 
scribing the law of God as not forming a justifi- 
cation to the sinner, he says, '^ By the deeds of 
the law shall no Jlesh Uving be justified** The 
epostle Peter also says, " All flesh is grass,** which 
is to be understood as referring to our common 
humanity. It there is denominated flesh, from the 
visible part of human nature, to signify the whole 
of man, or the whole race of men. " We wrestle, 
then, not with flesh and blood** The apostle's 
meaning evidently is, that it is not an external 
warfare ; it is not a worldly, a carnal, or outward 
one ; but that it is spiritual, and with the rulers of 
-darkness. 

Again, by " the rulers of darkness" we are, no 
■doubt, to understand Satan and his emissaries, or 
the devil and his angels. These are represented in 
Scripture, as being invisibly employed in propa- 
gating ignorance and mischief, and engaging men 
in the service of sin. Sometimes he is called the 
old serpent, from his seducing our first parents ; at 
other times, the prince of the power of the air : 
and, in order to signify the extent of his dominion, 
he is called by the apostle Paul, in his epistle to 
the Corinthians, the god of this world: — "/w whom 
the god of this world hath blinded the eyes of them 
that believe not, lest the light of the glorious know- 
ledge of God should shine into their hearts** 

These spirits are here represented as ranged 
after a certain order, being in a state of subor- 
dination ; so that it is not a dominion of anarchy 
and confusion, but they are placed under the devil. 
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or Satw. As these evil spirits were originally 
angels in heaven^ we have no reason to suppose 
they have lost their pow^ and greatness by their 
fall, or that subordination is a blemish ; for we 
have reason to believe it exists in greater perfec- 
tion of order among these superior beings, which 
increases their capability of mischief, and power 
of cooperating in $ome general purpose. As we 
read in Scripture of angels and archangels, so we 
read of the devil and his angels ; which conveys 
the idea of government and dominion : other- 
wise it would be a state of discord and rebel- 
lion. The empire of Satan, then, is compatible ; 
and in this consists the force of it, and the impress 
sion which is made upon the kingdom of God and 
of his Christ. The Saviour, when he rose fi-om 
the dead, we are informed, " triumphed over prinr 
cipalitiee and powers^ and led captivity captive*** 
These evil spirits were then overcome and cast 
out. They are said to be, " the rulers of the dark- 
ness of this world;'* for ** darkness had covered the 
earth, and thick darkness the peopled* Idolatry 
everywhere prevailed. Satan exercised dominion 
over men, blinded their understandings, and filled 
them with prejudices against every thing serious 
and divine : the instruments of his dominion were 
darkness: for all sin is founded upon darkness, 
as all holiness and virtue are founded upon light. 
Hence the kingdom of Jesus Christ is a kingdom 
of light, and stands opposed to that of Satan« in 
that it enlightens the imderstanding of men, by 
correcting their consciences, by subduing their 
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passions, by giving them just views of happiness, 
of God, and of themselves. Thus they become 
converted, by placing things in their proper order. 
Henee the apostle Paul, in describing the nature 
of the kingdom of Christ, says, it was ** to open 
blind eyes ; to turn men from darkness to light j 
and from the power of ScUan; to translate them 
into the kingdom of God/* and it was in order 
that they might " receive an inheritance among 
them that are sanctified. We find also, in the 
first chapter of Romans, there is an express 
allusion to the state of the heathen world, which 
was immersed in utter darkness, imder the 
bondage of Satan; aad this prevails still in the 
mind of every unregenerate man, and is only 
removed by that light of life which beams forth 
in the gospel. In another epistle, the apostle 
describes them as ^* walking in the vanity of their 
mindf having their understandings darkened, being 
alienated from the life of God through the igno^ 
ranee that is in themJ* To express this darkness, 
you see how he accumulates expression. Satan 
ruled in the midst of this darkness; it was his 
own empire ; he headed the world, so that altars 
were erected to him, and Hie Eternal Creator was 
luiknown and unacknowledged in his own world. 

Another epithet which l^e apostle here uses is, 
spiritual wickedness in high places. I imagine, he 
means not to imply the wickedness attendant on 
fleshly lusts, which pollute human conduct; but 
such wickedness as spirits contract, consisting in 
enmity to God, in dislike to his authority, and 
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opposition to his government, and a wish to plunge 
others into the same state of misery. For as there 
are lusts in the flesh, so there are lusts in the 
mind ; the one assimilates us to brutes, the other 
to Satan, the god of this world* Again, we read^ 
wickedne$$ in high places. Here, ^^ places*' is put 
in a different letter, not being in the original ; and 
the term probably might be rendered " things," of 
which it seems most natural to interpret it. There 
is no other instance of its being rendered places. 
It may then be '^ wickedness with spirits in heavenly 
things ;** that is, living in enmity to the dominion 
of God ; for place can have no relation to spirits. 
With this force, then, they meditate opposition^ 
they attack the kingdom of God ; and that from 
which they endeavour to allure men is the fear and 
favour of God. These are the enemies with which 
we combat and wrestle ; and if we really are set in 
opposition to them, what vigilance, my brethren, 
is requisite to engage in sudi a war&re! It is 
not mthjksh and blood, but tmth principalities and 
powers, with spiritual wickedness. It is true, that 
you see not these enemies ; your eyes behold them 
not ; your ears hear them not : but on that account 
they are the more dangerous ; and if they succeed, 
they will carry you away captive at their will. 
Their force consists in their invisibility — " JFe 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of 
the darkness of this world, against spiritual wicked- 
ness in heavenly things,'* — As it is of the first 
importance for a man to be acquainted with his 
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enemies^ who and what they axe, — ^for as, without 
this knowledge, he can neither choose his weapons 
imh: employ proper caution, — so also it is neces- 
sary to be acquainted with our own weakness and 
danger. 

II. Permit me, then, to point out to you the 
nature of the warfare, the character of these great 
adversaries, and the reason that arises for being 
peculiarly strong in this combat. 

1. These enemies are spiritual. " We wrestle 
not with flesh and blood /" we grapple not with 
viable, but invisible beings. And their aim is at 
our souls ; against the immortal part of our nature : 
not that corruptible body which must die, but that 
immortal part which is never to be extinct. Their 
aim is to make death terrible, and the resurrection 
the commencement of oiur doom. 

In consequence of this invisibility, they make 
their advances when we are least aware, they are 
present when we think least about them. What 
caution, what vigilance is requisite, when we are 
so liable to surprise ! 

2. These enemies are exceedingly powerful and 
formidable. This is sufficiently plain from the 
explanation, and the phrase, the rulers of the dark- 
ftess of this world. As, originally, angels do excel 
in strength, we have no reason to believe that sin 
has weakened their powers. Accounts are given us, 
in the Old and New Testaments, of the achieve- 
ments of angels. It was an angel who slew the 
first-bom in Egypt in a night, and passed over the 
Israelites. It was an angel that went before them 
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in the wilderness, a£t^ the making ci the golden 
calf. He that alew the Amaleldtes, while Moses 
prayed, was an angeL When David transgressed 
in numbering the people, he that gave them up 
to pain, to pestilence, and to death, was an angel. 
It was an angel that rolled away the stone from 
the door of the sepulchre, and made a passage for 
the Redeemer to his Father ! We have no reason 
to believe that the fidlen angels have lost any of 
their original power : they have lost, it is true, their 
love and devotion, but have turned all their power 
into misch]e£ Hiey are referred to in the epistle 
to the Ephesians, as " the spirits that rtde in the 
children of disobedience;'* and it is declared that 
they lead men captive at their own will. It is 
nothing but the kingdom of Jesus Christ that 
has cast them out ; — Satan was seen to fall like 
lightning from hecmen. Jesus Christ was manifested 
for this very purpose, to destroy the vrorks of the 
devil; to retrace the steps men had gone, by 
repentance and conversion. These enemies are, 
therefore, very formidable; and they are only to 
be overcome by an absolute reliance upon the 
strength of the great Captain of our salvation. 
They have governed the governors of the worid; 
they have directed the course of it ; they have 
managed the darkness of it ; they have virielded 
all the force of it ; they have tried pleasure and 
pain ; they have excited a spirit of persecution in 
one age, and then, by flattery and device, and the 
charms of present objects, have ruled in other ages. 
An angel was heard to cry, with a loud voice. 
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'^ Woe, woe upon all the inkMtcmts of the earth, 
even great wrath;'' but it is added, '^for the elect's 
sake the time shall be shortened.*' 

3. It i)s of the greatest importance to recollect 
that these enemies are very crafty; that they are 
full of stratagem and design, to say nothing of 
their natural sagacity. The experience in the 
various methods of temptation for so many ages, 
and the knowledge they have acquired of the 
human heart, must be wcmdeifidly great. What 
aa intimate knowledge Satan must have acquired 
bx the way of approaching the human mind ! It 
is said he can transform himself into an angel of 
light: that is, instead of dadmess, put on only 
the appearance of light. He knows how to adapt 
himsdf to the different ages of the church. He has 
tried, at one period of its history, persecution; 
but, has found that it was the seed of the church. 
He has lately changed his course, and set before 
christians the charms of present objects, and adapted 
them to the different ages of men. To the yoimg, 
he directs one sort of temptations; to middle age, 
another ; and to old age, another. To the young, 
he suggests that religion is incompatible with its 
{Measures, and unfriendly to its gaiety ; to men of 
middle age, of avarice and ambition, he insinuates 
also that a usefiil active life will compensate for 
what is not given to God — ^that it is not necessary 
to be devout, if they are beneficent; to old age, 
he represents that it is too late, they are too far 
gone, the evening shades are set in, it is necessary 
now to give themselves up as much as possible to 
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amusements and indulgence. To the rich, he 
suggests the necessity of living according to their 
rank, which makes them proud and voluptuous ; 
to the poor, the necessity of bettering their con- 
dition, which often makes them dishonest. Thus 
the rich are forced into impiety, and the poor into 
injustice. 

If you, my brethren, are at all acquainted with 
his devices, you will know that he is at one time 
representing you as secure, in order to induce you 
to remit your watchfulness, and to think the enemy 
is asleep, when he is only watching in secret to 
devour; at another time, he is tempting you to 
neglect attention to your thoughts, and omit the 
guard over your passions. If, on the other hand, 
you have been defeated, he suggests that it is in 
vain to struggle any longer; that you must in- 
evitably be led captive at his will. He knows 
how to take advantage of every character and every 
situation. K he cannot seduce those who have 
made some advances in religion, he wiU then turn 
the Scriptures of truth to his purpose, and furnish 
from them weapons against the souls of those very 
persons they were intended to save ; — ^tempting 
them to rely upon supernatural, when they are to 
look out for natural means, or to separate the use 
of means from a reliance and dependence on the 
divine vrill. Finally, my brethren, those who are not 
capable of being seduced into sin, — those timid, 
holy souls, — he vrill harass by fears and doubts, that 
they may lose the comfort of their salvation. 

If he finds men live in the neglect of the forms 
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of religion, he -will urge a sort of secret satisfaction 
and complacency that they are not hypocrites ; if 
they live in a rigid observance of these, it is suffi- 
cient ; — ^and thus he will lead persons to rely upon 
the forms and services of religion, and merely give 
the attention of their bodies, while their hearts 
are going after their covetousness. Such are the 
stratagems of Satan, that it is impossible to be 
saved but by a reliance upon divine grace ; and if 
we conquer in this combat, it will be by the power 
of the Lord and his might. 

4.. It is of great advantage to these spiritual 
enemies, that the principles of our. own hearts have 
a secret alliaace with them, and hold open a door 
of approach. There is an obliquity in our passions,, 
a secret core of dishonesty in ourselves, to &vour 
them. The great adversary traces the inward 
progress of vanity, while he excites an act of bene- 
ficence. He leads some to vaunt themselves of 
their attainments, to exalt them beyond measure. 
There is something, my brethren, in all of us, which 
increases the danger: the world may attempt to 
deceive us, Satan may attempt to deceive us, but 
we never can be deceived unless we deceive our- 
selves. Our enemies must gain an ascendency over 
Qur consciences before they can deceive us. We 
have, then, not only enemies without, but we have 
enemies within. On this accoimt, " tve wrestle not 
with flesh and hlood'' 

5. These enemies are remarkable in this respect, 
that they will admit of no retreat — ^nothing will 
satisfy them. It is not giving up something that 
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ayails us ; for that only serves to strengthen their 
claims^ and encourage their attack. If jou think 
you shall secure one part by giving up another^ you 
will be very much mistaken. If you trifle vrith little 
things, in order to secure great ones, remember, 
that you give way to an enemy that never spares, 
an enemy that is ready to strike at your souls. 
You, young men, if you think of going any lengths 
in temptation, and imagine you will stop at a cer- 
tain point, remember, you open the great breach 
in your consciences, through which the tides of 
temptation will pour in, and bear you away with 
the impetuosity of its torrent. We wrestle not with 
fieeh and blood, not with principles that have soft- 
ness and pleasure, but with those adversaries whose 
element is misery ; and, if we do not overcome, we 
are lost and undone. 

I would hope, my brethren, there are some here 
that may be engaged, by what has been said, to 
think of entering upon this sphitual war£tre ; who 
think that there is some danger in giving them- 
selves up captives to Satan's will; and who are 
asking, with solicitude, what they must do to be 
saved. If this be the case, and I hope it may, I 
would suggest to them two pieces of advice : first, 
resolve, by the strength of divine grace, that you 
will engage, and will overcome. Fix it in your 
minds that it is necessary that you should engage ; 
that it is the work which you are sent into the 
world to do ; that every moment of your time is 
mispent, which is not given to the care of your 
soul, and will not tend to facilitate your victory. 
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j^t least, this step will be a great advance ; it will 
prevent you from following the counsels of the 
ignorant, and the maxims of an ungodly world 
which is to be destroyed. There is only one voice 
sounding forth through the thickest of this combat, 
but it is the voice of the Captain of our salva- 
tion*-*'' ^^ thou faithful unto deaths and I will give 
thee a crown of Ufe^ God and the Lamb, being 
present with you, will animate your course. Fix 
this, then, in your minds, — that you will overcome ; 
if not, it were better not to have been bom. In 
the second place, let me coimsel every one of 
you to put on the whole armour of God. It is 
the advice which the apostle gives; and more 
important advice cannot be suggested: ^^Tut on 
the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to 
withstand m the evil day^ and, having done all, to 
stand '^ I would recommend this complete armour 
with which grace furnishes you. " Stand, therefore, 
having your loins girt about with truth;*' that is, an 
upright intention ; a serious desire of sincerity, as 
in the sight of the Lord, without which it is impos- 
sible to proceed any steps in religion; for all 
hypocrisy is abominable to Him with whom we 
have to do. " Above aU, taking the shield of faith, 
with which ye shall be able to quench all the fiery 
darts qf the wicked;'' that is, a prevailing sense of 
eternal realities; a conviction that every thing 
else is fading away ; that we are beginning to be 
what we shall for ever be, and every thing else is 
lighter than vanity ; that God has prepared a day 
ia which he will judge the world ; that Christ is 
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'cosK into the^lhrorld to prepare us to meet our 
Jxx^e. *rhis>^th wiU be to us M a shield to an 
intrepid cham^on ; to cover us, to avert our eyes 
frotn ambition,, as Moses felt, who ^^ refused to 
be called the son of PharaoKs daughter ^ choosing 
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, 
than to ^oy the pleasures of sin for a season ; for 
he had respect unto the recompense of reward^ And 
^^ take the helmet of saj^ation, and the sword of the 
Spirit y which is the word of God i' that is, let the 
Scriptures be* the paan of yoiur counsel. Be much 
in reading, much in meditating upon them. Crucify 
every thought and every disposition that will not 
consist with the practice and tempier they enjoin. 

. This will be to you as a sword. " Praying always, 
with all pray ef and supplication in the Spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all perseverance, and suppli- 
cation for all saints.'' Prayer, my brethren, is a great 
and important part of oiur duty. It is not in the 
scenes of the world, not in its business or pleasures, 
but in retirement, that we are enabled to say, " O 
death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy 
victory ? The sting of death is sin, and the strength 
of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who giveth 
us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ.'* In 
these seasons, when exchanging the pleasures of 
sense for humility and self-abhorrence, then we are 
great indeed. " Fervent watching, it is added, with 
all perseverance," Not only praying, but preparing 
our hearts for prayer. These exhortations, followed 
up,»^ll make us more than conquerors, through 
him that hath loved us ; and will at length conduct 
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US to those peaceM regions, far from the molesta- 
tion and strife of our spiritual adversaries, where 
there will be no enemies to engage, and no victory 
to obtain ; and where there will be nothing but 
the remembrance of the combat to heighten thp 
rapture of victory. 



THE END. 



K. CLAY, PRINTER, BREAD-8TREET-UILL. 
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